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SERMON I. 



ZECHARIAH vii. f. 

SHOULD TE NO* HEAR THE WORD, WHICH 
THE LORD HATH SPOKEN BY THE FORMER 
PROPHETS* WHEN JERUSALEM WAS IN- 
HABITED AND IN PROSPERITY ? 

A HE prevailing Infidelity of the pirefent 
times has diverted attention from all in- 
ferior confiderations, to a defence of the 
fundamental arguments in favour of Chris- 
tianity. The fubje£ls, which were once 
difcufled as the moft important in Theo- 
logical warfare, are . difregarded, iarid al- 
moft loft, in the momentous conteft, . to 
which the Chriftian champion is now fum* 
moned. . We no longer ftrlve for the fub- 
ordinate parts of our Religion ; the whole 
has been aflailed. The controverfy is not 

£ confined 



a SERM ON I. 

confined to a fingle article of faith, to a 
few difputed paffages in the facred Writ- 
ings, or to the particular difcipline of a 
favoured Church* jOur adverfaries have re- 
je&ed all articles of faith, have renounced 
the holy Scriptures at large, and have de- 
clared their hoftility againft the very prin- 
ciple of a Religious Establishment. Ar- 
guments the moft Subtle, and raillery the 
moft infidious, have been but too Siiccefs- 
iully employed in diminishing the effedfc of 
the evidences of Christianity, and releafing 
the mind from the Salutary influence of 
Religion. Though the writings of thefe 
daring unbelievers are distinguished by 
palpable mifreprefentations, which the moft 
ShameleSs alone could venture to obtt:ud6> 
and which the moll ignorant alone can bt 
induced to credit ; yet they deliver theit 
Sentiments with a perSpicuity iand fkmi- 
liarity, which the meaneft taiderftahding 
may appreheftd, with a flow of vulgar 
pleafantry, which is peculiarly calculated 
to affe<9E the imaginations of the lower or- 
ders of Society, and ^ith an authoritative 
decision, which the fcholar only can firfnly 
and efFe<ftually refift. The faith even of 

the 4 



SERMON L 3 

the inhabitants of our own happy country 
has of late been feverely tried by thefe 
impious productions. While mod of the 
great kingdoms of Europe have not only 
been inundated with the pernicious works ' 
of the blafphemers ; but in too many in- 
ftances the people at large have fallen the 
melancholy victims of the fatal delufion. 

But Infidelity has not merely been pro- 
pagated in the writings of the pretended 
philofopher with a degree of zeal which 
i* . without example ; it has alio been 
adopted as a powerful inftrument of am- 
bition : it has fallacioufly been propofed to 
the people of all nations, as one of the prin- 
cipal means, by which they may arrive at 
an ideal ftate of liberty which is really im- 
practicable, and of happinefs which is really 
Unattainable ; and, in its later ftages, it has 
received a temporary addition of authority 
and importance, from the fplendor of fuc- 
cefs and the fword of the civil magiftrate. 

To oppoie the effrontery of thefe nu- 
merous and powerful adverfaries, and to 
deted and remove thefe pernicious errors, 

2 % we 
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we muft recur to the fundamental argu- 
ments in defence of our Religion. * On nil 
occafions, but efpecially in feafbns like the 
prefent, we fhould more particularly la- 
bour to convince the young and the unin- 
formed by ftatements, which in the judg- 
ment of cool and reafonable enquirers may 
appear irrefiftible, that Chriftianity is not 
an human fiftion, but the undoubted Re- 
velati6n of God. All inferior corifidera- 
tiotis fhould in the firft inftance be entirely 
neglected ; and the attention fhould be 
fblely dire&ed to this one momentous 
truth, When, after a full and candid in- 
vestigation, it has been deeply imprefled 
upon the mind, the fubtleties of the fbphift 
will be vain, and the wit of the fcoffer 
will be heard with indignation or difguft. 
One decifive teftimony in favour of a mi- 
raculous interpofition, when eftablifhed be- 
yond the poffibility of doubt, muft operate 
upon the mind of the modem Chriftian, 
with the fame refiftfefs effect, which was 
produced, among the early converts, when 
they beheld Chrift and his Apofties by a 
word, or by a touch, reftoring fight to the 
blind, and making the lame to walk. 

Meta- 
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Metaphyseal difcuffion, fallacious rea- 
foning, and brilliant wit, have been di~ 
re&ed, with uncommon energy, againft 
the preternatural evidences, which efta- 
blifh the divine claims of Revelation. The 
exiftence of Miracles, ^and the . truth of 
Brophecy, hatfe been aflailed by every fpe- 
cies of attack, which could fuggeft itfelf to 
men, who feem to have been actuated by 
a fpirit of fyftematic oppofition, of hard- 
ened prejudice, and fometimes, it is to be 
feared, even of inveterate malignity. 

I fliall not, therefore, I truft, undertake 
art ufelefs or unwelcome office, if I direft 
your attention to one of the two great 
preternatural evidences, by which th? di- 
vine origin of Chriftianity has been ^fferted 
and confirmed. 

That men would not be left to the in- 
fufficient and treacherous guidance of their 
own unaided reafbn, upon the fubjed of 
Religion, but that their Maker would 
afford them additional affiftance, and re- 
Veal the important truths, upon which 
their eternal happinefs depends, muft be 

r E 3 pUowedj 
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allowed, by all candfid and difpaflionate en- 
quirers, to be in the higheft degree probable. 
We are indeed < compelled to admit this 
probability both by our juft conceptions of 
the benevoldnfce of the Creator, and by the 
urgent wants of the creature, as acknow- 
ledged in the modeft confeflions of the 
wifeft philofbphers a of antiquity, and de- 
monftrated by the religious ignorance and 
moral depravity of the whole Pagan world. 
The hiftory of all nations from which the 
light of Revelation has been withholden, 
the prevailing unconfeioufnefs of a fuper- 
intending Providence, the horrid rites by 
which they have fometimes been polluted, 
the corrupt Sentiments by which they have 
always been partially degraded, the errors 
of principle, and the bafenefs of practice, 
which they exhibited, and the cheerleis 
uncertainty, with which, even in ages of 
fcience and refinement, they contemplated 
the profpeA of a future world, — thefe cir- 
cumftances collectively considered abun- 
dantly juftify our expectation, and even 

• 

* Plato in Alcibiade iL Id. in ApoL Socrat. Cic Tufcul. 
Quaeft. L i. Plato de Republica, 1. vi. See alfo Clarke s 
Evidence of Natural and Revealed Religion, feft. 6, J. 

clearly 
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dearly demanftwte the iijrong neceflity of 
a divine Revelation. 

* 

• 

, But it is indifjienfably rcquifite, that he, 
who offers himfelf to the notice of man- 
kind as the MeiTenger of the fupreme 
Being, fhould afford indubitable proofs of 
the reality of his facfed comjniffion. Thefe 
proofs rauft confift of a difplay of powers, 
which exceed the utmoft poflible efforts of 
mere human ability. He, who acknow- 
ledges, that the Almighty was able to 
create and give order tp the whole uni- 
verfe, jnuft afluredly allow, that he is able 
alfb, by a miraculous interpofition, to fuf- 
pend that general order in any fiibordinate 
part. That he would be induced to fufpend 
it, for the fake of affording a divine fandion 
to his own gracious Revelation, is a fi^ppofi- 
tion rendered highly probable by the pecu- 
liar circumftances of the occafion. In the 
corrupted ftate of mankinds even the pureft 
fyftems of moral and religious inftru&ion 
muft be rendered eminently more effe&ive 
by the authority of a divine atteftation. The 
inquifitive and the confiderate may, not 
unreaibnably perhaps, hefitate to receive it 

B 4 as 



8 S E R M O N I. 

as the will of the fupreme filing, unlefs 
it is authenticated by vifible proofs of his 
interposition in its favour^ The paflions of 
men are fo inordinate, and their depravity 
fo flagrant, that if the truth of a Revela- 
tion depended upon aflertion alone, the en- 
terprizing and the wicked would often im- 
pioufly pretend to a divine commiflion, in 
order to increafe their authority, and pro- 
mote their worldly defigns. Thus unlefs 
the real Revelations of the Almighty had 
been eftablifhed by proofs of divine perfec- 
tion, which are raifed far above the reach 
even of th? moft ingenious artifice, man- 
kind would be conftantly perplexed by the 
claims of contending fyftems of Religion j* 
" and, not being able td afford implicit con- 
fidence to any One in particular, might at 
length become incredulous and indifferent 
towards ajl, ' 

A preternatural evidence, therefore, in 
proof of Divine Revelation; not only may 
be reafbnably expected, but appears td be 
'' indifpenf^bly recjuifite. 

Jt has pleafed the Almighty to atteft the 

truth 
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truth of ChrifHanity by Miracles, and by 
Prophecy; by a fufpenfion of the laws of 
nature, which Omnipotence alone cbuld 
effe& ; and by a developement of the fe- 
crets of futurity, which Omnifcience alone x 
could forefee. 

To the latter of thefe evidences I mfean 
to folicit your attention in the following 
Difcourfes, ' 

I have already remarked, that, from the 
unhappy temper of the prefent times, it is 
iieceflajry for the Chriftian teacher to recur 
to the fundamental arguments in favour of 
our Religion. It nfray with equal juftice be, 
obferved, that, in feafbns like the prefent, 
the argument from Prophecy in particu- 
lar is likely to attrad: a more than ordi- 
nary attention, and to make a very ftrong 
impreffion upon the public mind. The ages 
of grpat revolutions excite in an uncom- 
mon degree the curioiity of mankind. 
The Ghrifliap, on fuch occasions, is natu- 
rally induced to look up with additional 
■f everence to the fupreme Being. Unable 
{$ ftflSgtj any adequate human caufe for 

the 
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the .mighty dFedfy Which, are difplaycd 
around him, he recurs to an higher agen- 
cy. When he i$ fillfcd with apprehenfion, 
he flies to his almighty Prote&or ; when he 
h blefled with uncommon profperity, he is 
animated by gratitude to afcribe the praife 
to his gracibus Benefa&or. Knowing that 
many important tranfa&ions of thefe later 
ages,' involving the interefts of Chriftianity, 
were difclofed to the view of the ancient 
Prophets, he is induced humbly to expe& the 
completion of fome of the facrcd Oracles, in 
the extraordinary events, in which he bears 
a part ; and\ thus awakened to a ftrong 
ienfe of divine prefcience, in examining 
the momentous occurrences of his own 
times, he is prepared to contemplate, with 
increafing ferioufnefs and a more lively in- 
tereft, the inftances of divine prefcience in 
the times which are paft. Peace and fecurity 
frequently produce a torpor and ina&ion of 
the mind. The wonderful revolutions of 
former ages, which were peculiarly the 
fubje&s of Prophecy, are fo very different 
from the tranquillity which then prevails, 
that they affume in fbme degree the ap- 
pearance of fable and romance, and do 

not 
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riot operate with their full natural force 
upon the mind. ; " But when changes of an 
equally high importance are pafling dread- 
fully before our view, w6 are routed to 
more energetic conceptions of the revolu- 
tions of former. times. Kindred ideas and 
congenial feelings enable us to difcem 
them with quicker perception, and to re- 
gard them with keener fenfibility ; as he, 
who has been expofed to the terrors of a 
tempeft on the ocean, liftens with more 
than common earneftnefs to the recital of 
the dangers of the mariner. 

From thefe obfervatlons it appears, that 
the wonderful fcenes, which have of late 
been prefented to the view of the Chris- 
tian world, are particularly favourable £o 
the enforcement of the argument from 
Prophdfcy, and that they feem to render it 
more peculiarly incumbent upon us, to 
place it in that high rank among the evi- 
dences of Chriftianity, to which, from its 
impreffive nature, it is juftly entitled, but 
from which, for a considerable length of 
time,' it appears to have been uiidefervedly 

degraded. 
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' To this argument very different degrees 
of importance have been attached, in the 
feveral ftages of Chriftianity. Sometimes 
it has been enforced with imprudent and 
unjuflifikble zeal : fbmetimes it has been 
treated with unmerited indifference and 
even neglect. During one period it has 
been injudicioufly advanced, fo as to fuper- 
fede all other teftimonies : during another 
it has been funk to a low and unimpor- 
tant fituation among the evidences of the 
Chriftian Religion. 

In the Apoftolic age, the Miracles, which 
were performed in the prefence of the afto- 
nifhed multitude, were fometimes fcarcely 
urged by the firft preachers of the Gofpel ; 
and the accomplifhment .of Prophecy was 
principally employed as the apology of 
faith, or the inftrument of converfion. But 
let it be obferved, that the argument thus 
diftinguifhed with pre-eminence was fblely 
applied to the Jews. The Jews pofleffed 
the prophetic writings : they revered them 
as divine ; and founded upon their own 
erroneous interpretations of them, their 
fondeft hopes and proudefl expectations. 

It 
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It was natural, therefore, that the Apoftles, 
in / recommending Chriftianity to them, 
ihould accommodate their arguments to 
the peculiar circumftances of their hearers, 
and particularly^ labour to reprefcnt it as 
the full and adequate completion of their 
national Oracles* 

The Gentile world, at the time of the 
promulgation of the Gofpel, was inflamed 
with a ftrong defire of exploring the events 
of futurity. This ardent propensity may 
be difcovered in the writings of the fatirifis, 
hiftorians, and philoibphers, in the. attach- 
ment of the people at large to the arts of di- 
vination, and in the reverence with which, 
at Rome, through fo long a feries of years, 
the myfterious volumes of the Sibyl had 
been contemplated. So generally, indeed, 
did the defire of forefeeing future events 
prevail, that the Roman empire was over- 
fpread with the caves and fhady recefles of 
the, pretended prophets. The moil illuf- 
trious perfdnages were Sometimes employed 
in the prophetic office : while the great 
body of the people reyered the efFufions of 
the priefts as the undoubted revelations of 

the 
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the gods. Oracles were the chief ere* 
dentials, which the Heathen produced in 
fiipporting the divine pretentions of his fia- 
perftition : and at the firft propagation of 
Chriftianity, the public curiofity was ex* 
cited, and a fpirit of enquiry almoft uni- 
verfally prevailed b , in consequence of the 
declining authority and gradual ceffation of 
oracles through the whole Roman world. 
It was natural, therefore, that the early Fa- 
thers ihould avail themfelves of the popu- 
lar fpirit ; and, exerting their warmeft elo- 
quence in fiipport of the prophetic evi- 
dence, Ihould appeal to it as peculiarly ,de- 
cifive of the truth and divine nature of the 
Religion, which they laboured to promul- 
gate. To thefe obfervations it may be 
added, that, from the general bdlief of the 
extraordinary influence of magical arts, the 
refult of mere human ingenuity, the know- 
ledge of future times was confidered as a 
lurer and more ftriking proof of Divinity c 
than a fuipenfion of the order of nature. 

* Plutarch, lib. de defeat. Orac. Julian, apud Cyrillum. 
Pliny the elder, &c. &c. 

c Juftin. Apol. prima, p. 48. Iren, 1. ii. c. 57. La£t. 
T.3. 

The 
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The firft Applogift*, therefore, were mora 
billing to feft their claim* upon Prophecy, 
which ^vas the acktiowledged infpiration of 
Gfad» than yupoti Miracles, which were re* 
prfcfcnted a$ the effeft of . magic and a de* 
momacal «£cfocy* 
. f 
Through the long courfe of the dark 
fagefc, the qoOre important fubjeds of theo- 
logy appear to have been totally negle&ed. 
Thfc genuine truths of Chriflianity were 
buried mode* & load of corruptions : while 
the flendef portion of literature which ftill 
ffeinainad* was folely employed in fcholaftic 
jargon, metaphyfical fubtleties,, and perti- 
nacious jbigotry, colle&ively exerted in lup- 
port of the moft frivolous and abfurd opi- 
nions, which it was equally unneceflary 
And impoflible to fettle. 

At the revival of learning, an enquiry 
into the genuine Ipirit of the Gofpel was 
vigoroafly profecuted; and the feparation 
from a corrupt Church was attempted 
with iucceis over a confiderable portion of 
Europe. The advocates of the Reforma- 
tion refbrted to the facred Scriptures, not 

only 
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only for proofs of the grois abiifefe of tblf 
Romifti fee, and for the eftabElhment «of 
the real do&rines of Chriftianity ; but alio 
for the prophetical delineation of the mon^ 
ftrous corruptions, from which they ear nefc* 
ly ftruggled , to feparate themfelves. They 
found among the Prophets the moft ample 
encouragement, not only in the ;defcrip- 
tions, which they gave of the fpiitfual 
tifiirpation, but in the earrteft and imprcft v 
live exhortations, which they. addrcffed.!txJ 
the Chriftian, " Come out of her,: my. pea* 
pie, that ye be not partakers o£.her fins; : 
It cannot, therefore, furprife us> ; that the 
enemies of the Papal corruptions, thus _de? 
riving frem the prophetic writings a con* 
fiderable authority to their caufe, fhould 
elevate the teftimony of ancient predidions 
above all other proofs. Perhaps the appeal, „ 
which was then made to the authority of 
the ancient Fathers, might farther induce 
the theological champion to afford to 
Prophecy that fuperiority over all other 
teftimonies, which had been allowed to it 
l>y thofe venerable writers, by whofe in- 
terpretations of Scripture he fortified his 
faith in many of the moft important doc- 
trines 
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trines of Revelation. Thefe circumftances^ 
-together with an enthufiaftic -curioiity in 
developing, by the arts of divination, the 
fecrets of futurity, influenced the charades 
bf a part of the Chriftian world, even 
through the fucceeding ages. 

This injudicious and unwarrantable ex- 
altation of a fingle evidence, the fagacity 
of our adverfaries quickly difcerned, and 
artftilly converted to their advantage. They 
reprefented our Religion as depending, even 
f6r its d exiftence, upon the fole fupport of 
Prophecy. And then, with an energy pro-* 
portionate to their increafing hopes of 
triumph' and final fuccefs, they laboured to 
weaken its authority, by magnifying the 
difficulties, with which, from its nature, 



a Tindal laboured to prove, that Chriftianity was founded 
upon Judaifra. Collins, in his Difcourfes on the Ground* 
and*Reafons of % the Chriftian Religion, endeavoured to fhew, 
that ChrinVand his Apoftles founded the divine authority of 
their Religion folely on the Prophecies of the Old Tefta- 
merit. A paffage frojn the fecond Epiftle of St. Peter 
(a Pet. i. 19.) erroneoufly explained, afforded to the Deifts 
a plaufible argument in fupport of this part of their theory. 
The fenfe of this text has been clearly and fully alcertained 
byBifhop Sherlock. See Sherlock's Difcourfes on the Ufe> 
and Intent of Prophecy. Difc. i. 

C it 
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it is in fome degree neceffarily perplexed j 
and which have been confiderably height- 
ened by the erroneous explications of ig-> 
norant or enthufiaftic fupporters. The, 
defender of Chriftianity inftantly diverted 
his attention to other incontrovertible evi- 
dences ; and, by a fate to which all hu- 
man affairs are fubjed, the argument fuf- 
fered from abufe, and has not iince been 
generally admitted to that high name and 
commanding ftation% to which it is unquef- 

* I£ we allow, what cannot, it is apprehended, be fairly 
controverted, that the teftimony of Jefus was the fpirit, end, 
and icope of Prophecy 3 we fliall not be able to agree with 
the learned and moft able author of Dilcourfes on the Ufe . 
and Intent of Prophecy, who iuppo&s, that the predi&ioni 
of the Old Teftament were chiefly intended to fupport the 
faith and religion of the Old World. See Sherlock's Difc, 
ice. D. ii. p. 37, 38. 

Dr. Paley, in his recent publication, the general merits 
4f which cannot be too highly appreciated, has ranked Pro- 
phecy among the auxiliary evidences of Chriflianity, haa 
refted almoft the whole weight of this teftimony upon two 
predi&ions, and has confined his remarks to the particular 
circumftances of the inftances which he felected. May I 
venture to obJerve* thajt his valuable work would, perhaps, 
fcavc been rendered more complete, if he had affigned ^ 
higher rank to this evidence, confidered it in all its import 
t&at parts, and afforded to it the advantage of his clear, 
comprehenfive, and forcible method of Hating an argument. 
See Paley 's Evidences, vol. ii. 

■ 4 tionably 
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tionably entitled among the evidences of 
the Chriftian Religion. 

The friend of facred Infpiration will 
furely hefitate, before he confents to affign 
to the prophetic teftimony fo degrading a 
fituation. The forefight, with which the 
ancient Prophets were endowed, was emi- 
nently more than human, and was alone 
abundantly fiifficient to cftablifti the cer- 
tainty of a divine million. The frequent 
difplay of a diftant and unerring prefcience, 
at which the unaffifted ihind of man can 
never arrive, is a decifive proof of infpira- 
tion, and bears upon it the feal of divinity. 
Miracles? and Prophecy are the two great 
preternatural teftimonies, by which the truth 
of Revelation has been fen&ioned. And we 
may jifftly contend, that it would be diffi- 
cult to fliew in what refpeds a feries of 
Prophecies, all of which are acknowledged 
to be accomplifhed, is inferior in its effeds 
upon the mind to a feries of Miracles, all of 
which are acknowledged to have been per- 
formed. They were both employed in the 
feme holy and momentous caufe ; they 
both demonftrate a fupernatural interpo- 
sition and when we have gnce confeffedly 

c z ad- 
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advanced beyond the limits of human abi-r 
lity, we furely niuft not venture to affix 
different degrees of credibility to different 
difplays Qf Omnipotence. We muft bow 
down with equal adoration before the fu- 
preme Being, whether he attefts his divine 
perfe&ion, by difcovering a prefeience of 
diftant events, which exceeds the know- 
ledge of man; or by performing thofe won-; 
derful works, which exceed the powers of 
man. We cannot decifively acknowledge 
his interference in the one inftance, and 
Jiefitate equally to acknowledge it in the 
other. Far be * it from me to infinuate, 
what our injudicious friends and infidlous 
adverfaries have not unfrequently in former 
times afTerted, that the truth of Chriftian- 
ity refts folely, or chiefly, upon the evidence, 
which ;t will be my objedt in theft Lee-, 
tures to confirm. While, on the one hand, 
it is fuppofed, that the feries of predictions, 
which we poffefs, is alone fiifficient to 
eftablifh the certainty of a divine. Reve- 
lation; it may truly be declared, that* 
had it pleafed almighty Wifdom not to 
have fan&ioned his Religion by Prophecy, 
had not a fingle inftance of divine pre- 
feience been admitted into the iyftem of 

Rcvela- 
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Revelation, the Gofpel of Chrift would ftill 
have been fupported by a weight of pre- 
ternatural evidence, from which no candic) 
enquirer could withhold his affent. But in 
unfolding that wonderful fcheft^e, which 
has afforded the means of immortality and 
final happinefs to the whole human race, 
our Maker has gracioufly doubled the proofs 
of divinity, and multiplied the fources of 
convi&ion. Different minds are influenced 
by different -modes of perfuafion. He, for 
whom Miracles may have been wrought 
in vain, may be converted by the fure 
word of Prophecy, Inftances have not 
been wanting in thefe later ages, in which 
the dying profligate has been reclaimed 
from a flate of the mpft ftubborn Infi- 
delity, by the authority of the ancient Pro- 
phets. And circumftances will fully war- 
rant the fuppofition, that, in the days of 
our Saviour, the Jewifh people, though 
they beheld without convi&ion his won- 
derful fufpenfion of the regular/ courfe of 
nature, would have proftrated themfelves 
ih dutiful fubmiflion before their Lord 
and their God, could they once have been 
perfiiaded, that in his divine Perfon the 
long traih of their national Oracles had* re- 
ceived a full completion. 

c 3 \\. 
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It may not be improper, "before I enter 
upon the investigation of this evidence, to 
exhort the younger part of my hearers; to 
endeavour Solely in the firft inftance to ar- 
rive at aiirm con virion of the reality of a 
-preternatural foreknowledge in the Pro- 
phets. When this conviSion has once 
been deeply fixed in the mind, it ought to 
be allowed constantly to operate with its 
entire force. We ought frequently to r?-r 
cal to our recollection the principal circum-? 
fiances, by which it was originally pro- 
duced, as fure preservatives againft the ef- 
fects of the fluctuation of human opinion, 
the allurements of novel doctrines, the in-? 
fidious obtrufion of real or pretended diffi- 
culties, and the prejudicial influence of the 
want of extenSive information in all the 
branches of the fubjeft. Againft the force 
of fuch a perfuafion, rationally produced, 
it is not unreafonable to expert, that no 
Subordinate considerations y^ill be dble ef? 
feftually to prevail. 

It cannot be denied, that the Christian 
may fometimes encounter very ferious dif- 
ficulties, in confequence of minute re- 
fearches into the inferior parts of the fubr 
je<fl. And, unfortunately for the caufe of 

". truth, 
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truth, the* fuperficial enquirer too often en* 
tangles himfelf with thofe perplexities, be* 
fore he has difcovered the fundamental 
principles, upon which the certainty of the 
evidence depends. But if, in the mdft im- 
portant parts, facred Prophecy indifputably 
rifes above the pow$r of thp unaflifted 
human mind, no circumftance of inferior 
consideration can deftroy or weaken the 
proof of its divinity. Revelation will ad- 
tr^it of no compromise. There can be lid 
fellowfhip between light and darknefs. If 
Prophecy be not in all its parts human, it 
muft be divine. And if the evidence of 
its* celeftial origin is really incontrovertible, 
and irrefiftibly commands our afTent, we 
are bound, by the common di&ates of rea* 
fon, to rpprefs all fUfpicion, and to diftruft 
the Sufficiency of our own judgments on 
thofe points, which may appear unfatisfac- 
tory, and may really occafion perplexity. 

The obfeure and unintelligible nature of 
fome payt? of fome Prophecies cannot 
weaken the force of thofe, which may be 
clearly underftood. The p^rts, which, from 
the peculiar nature of the difpenfation, arfc 
Evolved in qbfcurity, or, at prefent, are 
■'■'•., P 4 really 
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really incapable of a fatisfa&ory applica* 
tion, poffefs no more influence in the ques- 
tion, than if they had not appeared in the 
facred Volume. They neither augment nor 
diminifh the effe& of thofe, which arc free 
from perplexities. Of fome inferior parts 
of the human frame, and of feveral of the 
works of nature, we know not yet the ufe. 
But we do not, on this account, refufe to 
acknowledge the intention of utility in 
others, without the aid of which, exiftcnce 
' would inflantly ceafe. We do not with- 
hold pur affeftt from the intelligible and 
juft opinions of an author, becaufe we may 
. be unable to interpret a few difficult fen- 
tences in the obfcure or mutilated parts 
of his compofition. We decide upon the 
fentiments which we comprehend, with- 
out any reference to the paffages which 
are not understood. In the fame manner, 
the Prophecies, which have received a clear 
and fatisfa&ory explication, poffefs their en- 
tire fprce, notwithstanding even the ap- 
parently impenetrable ohfcurity of others. 

Whether the Prophets always underftood 
their oWn predictions, or whether they unr 
derftood the'm in a fenfe (Jiffereiit. from 
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that which was really intended, are conf- 
ederations totally irrelevant to the queflion. 
Our convi&ion of a preternatural interpo- 
sition will be but little aided by difcover- 
ing, either that the holy Being, by whom 
the Prophets were infpired, endued them 
with his own unerring prefcience on the 
fubjeft upon which he employed them, 
or that he only rendered then! the paffivc 
inftruments of difclofing to mankind his 
knowledge of futurity. The Chriftian con- 
tends, that they were the agents of a iu- 
perior Power. If the divine agency is ad- 
mitted, all which he demands is granted. 
Every other enquiry may more or lefs b? 
fubjeft to error and difficulty. By carrying 
his refearches farther, he may gratify a juft 
and pious curiofity ; but can derive no advan- 
tage effential to the interefts of his Religion, 

To endeavour to difcredit Prophecy by 
cenfuring the means, which were ufed in 
its delivery, has long been one of the fa- 
vourite pra&ices of the Infidel. The means 
, have been artfully reprefented, either as 
fuJDJe&s of N indecent ridicule, or as ill 
adapted to the ends, for which they were 
employed* Such considerations are en- 
. .• . tirely 



±6 S E R M O N i: 

* tirely independent of the great queftion. 
We cannot confiftently with reafon per- 
mit our faith to be deftroyed, or even 
weakened, becaufe the mode, in which the 
divine foreknowledge of the Prophets was 
conveyed, was not fuch as to our finite un- 
derftanding may appear the rnoft fuitable, 
or the rnoft dignified. We muft not deny 
the reality of an Omnipotent agency, be- 
caufe we approve not of the manner in 
which it has been exhibited. With equal 
jpropriety might we deny, that the great 
luminary of day was created by the A1t 
mighty, becaufe fbme of its qualities may 
liot accord with our prefumptuous de- 
terminations .refpe&ing fuch a produ&ion 
of "divine Wifdom. With eqyal propriety 
might we deny * that the gift of inteU 
le6t was imparted, to man by his Maker* 
becaufe it may not appear to exhibit that 
kind or degree of perfe<flion, with which 
we may arrogantly fuppofe that fuch a 
work of the Almighty muft necefTarily l?e 
endowed. With humble curiofity we may 
explore all the fubordinate parts o£ the won* 
derful fcene of his Omnifcicnce, which the 
lacred Writings lay open to our view : but 
we fhould explore them, not for the purpoft 

"of 
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of prefumptuoufly arraigning the wifdora 
of his meafures, and perplexing our minds 
with ufelefs doubts and fufpicions; but with 
the pious deiign of 1 acquiring a more perfeA 
knowledge of the mature of his proceed- 
ings, in an afttmifhing a& of his Provi- 
dence, in which we have been previoufly 
compelled to admit his divine interference. 



A 



In this maimer it may be eafriy (hewn* 
that all the inferior obje&ions, with which 
the argument from Prophecy has been a£- 
failed, are rendered nugatory and ineffec* 
tual, by a clear and decifive proof, that, as 
fer as the peculiar circumftances of the 
difpenfation required, the events fore* 
told have all adtually occurred ; and that 
the Prophets and their predi&ions were 
diftinguifhed by numerous peculiarities* 
which bore the vifible marks of a pre* 
ternatural and over-ruling influence. If in 
thofe parts, which are the moll important 
in their nature, and cffential to the con- 
firmation of the argument, the Omnifcient 
Infpirer has abundantly provided for the 
removal of all reaibnable doubts, and for a 
firm ef&bliftiment of the truth, we cannot 
juftly expe& an eqtial degree of clearnefs 

and 
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and fatisfa&ion on every other pojnt> 
which from ignorance or prefiimptkjn w$ 
may labpur to explain. While we poflcis 
the free and unbiaflcd exercife of reafbn, 
we ought not to renounce that convi&ion, 
in confequence even of inextricable diffi- 
culties in the inferior parts of the fubje&, 
which divine Wifdom may have purpofcly 
* ordained ; which the revolutions of ages, 
together with the changes of foci ety, nrjan- • 
Tiers, and language, may have neccflarily 
occasioned ; which the peculiar nature of 
the difpenfation may have inevitably re- 
quired ; of which the pride of human resU 
ion, and the arrogant curiofity of man, may 
have uielefsly raifed. 

Before I quit this part of the fubjeft, 
let me be allowed to fubmit to the judg- 
ment of the candid and the unprejudiced, 
one further remark upon the rational and 
\frell-grounded perfuafion of a divine tc£« 
timony in favour of Christianity. As it 
has been already urged, that iiich a divine 
teftimony ought not to be weakened by 
the consideration of any particular circum- 
ftances attending the inferior parts of the 
Revelation; fo it cannot jtiflly be re^ 

nouneed 
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nounced in confequence of the afrogant 
aflumptions and plaufible theories of the 
Infidel, and of the pretended Philofophcr. 
It has been the policy of the fceptical wri- 
ters of the prefent age, to prejudice th& 
minds of their readers againft the proofs at 
revealed Religion, by fraudulent endeavours 
to eftablifh, through metaphyseal fubtle- 
ties, fallacious general principles, fubverfivc 
of all particular teftimony. The invefti- 
gation of the rcfpe&ive evidences has been 
carefully avoided ; while ftrenuou? though 
inefFe&ual attempts have been made, to 
prove the ufeleffnefs of a Revelation, the 
univerial prevalence of impofture, the falli- 
ble nature of human teftimony, the abfb- 
lute invalidity even of the ftrongeft force 
of evidence, the influence of our own per- 
gonal inexperience of fupernatural effeds, to- 
gether with the improbability and even the 
impoffibility either of a miraculous a<ftion f 
or of a knowledge of futurity f . jBy thefe 
fpecious but, delufive theories, our adver- 
faries hoped to prfepoffefs the minds of 
their hearers, and to harden them againft 



i See Philofophy of Hiftory, by Voltaii* : Article Ora- 
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the achniflion of thofe incontrovertible fcri^ 
dences, which can be adduced in favour of 
Christianity. Such a fpelcies of attack is 
peculiarly fubtle and infidious : among the 
weak and the uninformed, it may gxve 
birth to doubts and perplexities, which 
cannot, without long and ferious inveftiga- 
tion, be efFe&ually removed. But when the 
Chriftian has once been convinced by tefti- 
monies in themfelves unanfwerable, drawn 
from the particular circumftances of the di- 
vine manifeftation, that there has been an> 
a&ual difplay of fupernatural power, no 
fpeculative opinions, or arbitrary positions, 
however plaWible, ought to fhake that 
perfuafion. There is a Iblid and durable 
force in real fads, when the proof of them 
amounts to a moral certainty, againfl which 
it is a folly to allow any fbphiftry to pre* 
vaiL 

As it has already been remarked, that 
neither real nor pretended difficulties, nor 
the fpecioufnels of general principles, po£- 
fefs any a&ujil power of weakening the 
truth of Revelation, againft the weight of 
pofitive evidence ; fb it may not be un- 
ferviceable to difmifs from the difcuffion 

thofe 
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thofe parts, whiph are unimportant, and 
Jjttle conne&ed with the general merits of 
tne queftion. The believer, uhintention«r 
ftlly from errors and the Infidel, iniidioufly • 
for purpofes of delufion, have not unfre- 
quently diminifhed the other wife irrefifti- 
ble force of the ftronger parts of the evi- 
dence, by too folly occupying the atten- 
tion in minute enquiries, which, after the 
cleared: and moft fatisfa&ory iffue, are in 
their very nature incapable of powerfully 
producing convi&ion. For the purpofe, 
therefore, of preferring the force of the ar- 
gument unimpaired, and of employing the 
mind upon obje&s of the moft important 
confifleration alone, it may not be impro* 
per to omit all inftances of ordinary and 
inferior Prophecy ; and to confine the at* 
tention to thofe Minifters of heaven, who 
went forth upon extraordinary miffions, 
and were endued with pre-eminent gifts 
of prediction. All thofe modes of. pre- 
ference will be excepted from the d\fcuf- 
fion, which feemed to be adopted for tem- ^ 
porary purpofes alone, and were folely or 
principally employed as inftrumerits * of 
theocracy. Thus the Urim and the Thum- 
mim were appointed by the Almighty to 

reveal 
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already Keen propofed, they will generally . 
be omitted in the courfe of the following 
enquiries. 

The modern enemies of Chriftianity 
have diiingenuoufly and bafely confounded 
the various lignifications which are con-> 
veyed by the terms Prophecy and Prophet. 
To declare h to the world the mind of the 
Almighty, as received Dy immediate reve- 
lation from himfelf, is the firft and high- 
eft duty of a Prophet. With this primary 
meaning of the word, the prefent argu- 
ment is not in the flighted degree con- 
cerned. It refers only to that fpecies of 
Prophecy, which was intended as an infal- 
lible teftimony of the reality of fuch a di- 
vine Revelation. • The fecondary fenfes are 
numerous and varied. They were by no 
means limited to the difplay of a real 
knowledge of futurity. To pretend to di- 
vine infpiration, to perform a miracle, to 
explain the facred Writings, £0 deliver mo- 
ral fentiments, to be convulfed with vio- 
lent agitations, to aflume a poetic charac- 
ter, and even to ling, to dance, and to play, 

h See Stillingflect's Origines Sacrae, B. II. c. v. f. 4. 
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were all promifcuoufly denominated* by the 
common term of Prophecy. The youth- 
fill ftudent cannot too forcibly imprefs 
upon his mind thefe various ufages of the 
word. It may at firft appear, perhaps, to 
fome of my hearers, that I ftand in need 
of an apology, for defcending to explica- 
tions, which a common vocabulary affords : 
but I have been induced to allude to them, 
in confequence of the unmanly arts, and 
of the effrontery, with which a confufion 
of fenfes, too grofs, and too palpable, it is to 
be feared, to have originated in ignorance, 
has of late been infidio\ifly adopted by our- 
adverfaries, in order to hold up the general 
evidence of Prophecy to the deriflon and 
contempt of the uninformed and the cre- 
dulous. On occafions like the prefent, in 
which an attempt is made to fhew the 
certainty of* a fupernattiral intcrpofition in 
the inftance of Prophecy, the friend of 
Chriftianity confines himfclf to that accept- 
ation of the word, which 'implies a know- 
ledge of futurity exceeding the reach of 
any created underftanding. The argument? 
is not, in the flighted degree, implicated 
with any other fenfe of the term. 

D z Thcfe 
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' Thefe exceptions being made, the en- 
quirer after truth fhould, in the firft in- 
fiance, folely endeavour to convince him- 
felf, that, during a period of an extraordi- 
nary interpofition of the Almighty in the 
affairs of a chofen people, certain perfbns, 
independently of all ' local inftitutions and 
cuftomary modes of divination, came forth 
as extraordinary meffengers of heaven, and 
exhibited indubitable teftimony, that they 
were favoured with fuch a knowledge of 
future events, as could only be derived 
from, the immediate infpiration of the 
Deity. 

In examining the evidence from Pro- 
phecy, the principal force of the argument 
is found to lie in the firm eftablifhment 
of the following pofitions : that, the books 
containing the predictions being genuine, 
the -Prophecies were feverally delivered 
prior to the time of their accomplifh- 
merit ; and that events have actually oc- 
curred, which accurately coincide with the 
predictions. From a clear and fatisfa&ory 
inveftigation of thefe points, refults _ the 
moft corifiderable part of that powerful ef- 
fect, which this evidence is capable of pro- 
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ducing. But it muft immediately occur 
to every hearer, who is but moderately ac- 
quainted with the fubjeft, that the full 
difcuffion of thefe important branches 
would carry me far beyond the limits, 
which the nature of thefe Le&ures prc- 
fcribes. They have frequently undergone 
the fulleft and moft fatisfa&ory investiga- 
tion. I mean, therefore!, entirely to omit 
the confideration of thern on the prefent 
occasion. 

It will rather be my object to diredl the 
attention of the ftudent in facred literaturd 
to the difcovery of the moft -flaking' cha* 
ra&eriftics, by which Prophecy is : diftin- 
guifhed. Of thefe chaTa&eriftics, fbme are 
indifpenlably requisite for the proper fup- 
port of this teftimony ; and others, though 
not abfolutely effential, are yet eminent- 
ly important, and peculiarly calculated t6 
ftrengthen our confidence in Revelation, 
and to effed: in every candid mind an un- 
alterable perfuafion of its truth. 

• 

There arc various circumftances, which, 
in tracing Prophecies from their delivery to 
their completion, muft come under the 

d 3 confi- 
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confideration of the Theolbgical fcholan 
He renders himfelf acquainted with the 
general nature of Prophecy, the conduft 
and condition of the Prophets, the pecul- 
iarities of the feveral predictions, and the 
relative fituations of the countries and per- 
fons concerned either in the delivery, or 
the accopiplifhment, together with a va- 
riety of important circumftahces attending 
the feveral pretenders to divine infpiration 
in heathen nations. This enlarged know- 
ledge of the feveral parts of the fubjeCl 
will prefent to his view a. number of thefe 
sharadteriftics, which, as I have already ob- 
ferved, contribute additional force to the 
argument, and place ih a ftronger point of 
yiew the divine nature of Jewifli and 
Chriftian Prophecy. When it has been 
cleanly demonstrated, that there is a co- 
-incic^ence, which it is morally impoffible 
that either chance or human ability could 
io invariably produce, between the predic- 
tions, which were uttered,, and the ev6nts, 
in which they were, fulfilled, though, in 
lome inftances, the reality of their divine 
origin does not, perhaps, become actually 
more certain ; yet it is rendered, by a 
knowledge of thefe diftinguilhing marks, 
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^ ^ in g, and m0re fbrdHe in p r0 - 

ducing convidtion in the mind. When a 
fimple narrative of fa&s, eftablilhing an 
allegation, has been fubmitted to the opi- 
nion of the Jurors, their judgment may 
be quickened, and their confidence ftrcngth- 
ened, by remarks^ judicioully made, upon 
the long train of attending circumftances. 
What before was indifputable, then be- 
comes more palpably certain. 

To this particular part of the iiibje<$ I 
propofe to limit my . enquiries, and fhajl. 
endeavour to prove, 

That the events foretold were frequent- 
ly remote, were defcribed with minute- 
ness, were fometimes novel, and were 
very, numerous : 

That in the age of the relpe&ive Pro- 
phets, by whom they were predided, they 
mull have appeared often- improbable, 
and fometimes the exa& reverse of 
what might have been realbnably ex-, 
pected : 

That, in numerous inftances, the fub- 
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jedls of the predictions were- peculiarly un- 
favourable to the WORLDLY VIEWS of 

* • • * * • 

the Pjophpts, and the contrary to thofr, 
which*- it ,is reafonable to fuppofe, impos- 
tors would have chofen : 

» 
* * ■ 

That there is a propriety arjd con- 
sistency in all the parts. of Prophecy, 
constituting one great and harmo- 
nious scheme, which it feems morally 
impoffible, that the Prophets could have 
imparted to it, if they had not, been really 
infpired : 

That the general conduct of the Pro- 
phets is INEXPLICABLE upon HUMAN 

principles, and can only be fatisfa&orily- 
accounted for by an acknowledgement of 
their infpiration : • . 

And laftly, That from the M£ans which 
they employed, and the end which they 
purfued, from the circumftances attending 
the origin and termination of facred 
Prophecy> and from the present situa- 
tion of a confiderable portion of man- 
kind, affording a sensible demonstra- 
tion of the prefcience of the ancient 

Pro- 
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Prophets, a ftrong prefumptive argument 
may be derived in fayour of their preten- 
tions to a divine Revelation. 

Though in the early part of this Dif- 
courfe I have fpoken in general terms of 
the peculiar force of the evidence from 
Prophecy, yet it is not my intention to 
urge it in thefe Le&ures, as a teftimony of 
the Chriftian Religion. I Ihould occupy 
too large a portion of your time, if I were 
to difcriminate with the clearnefs and ac- 
curacy, which the nature of the fubjedl re- 
quires, between thofe predi&ions, which 
were more particularly intended to au- 
thenticate the divine chara&er of Chrift 
and his Religion, and thofe which were 
delivered, principally as instruments of the 
theocracy, during the long courfe of a mi- 
raculous interpofition of the Almighty in 
the affairs of a chofen people. It is boldly 
and ftrenuoufly aflerted by the Infidel, with 
refpedt to facred Prophecy at large, that the 
predictions were delivered for purpofes of 
impofture; and that their completion ei- 
ther was forefeen by human fagacity, or 
was the "fortunate refult of chanGe. To 
detect the fallacy of this obje&ion, and to 

fhew 
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ihew the certainty of a miraculous prescience 
in the Prophets, is /he fole obje&, which 
it will be my endeavour to attain. 

The preliminary obfervations have now 
been ftated, which appeared moil requifite, 
previoufly to our entrance upon the fub«* 
jed:, which is about to be difcufled. The 
neceffity of recurring in thefe times to the 
principal evidences in favour of Chriftian- 
ity has been ftrenuoufly urged. The fe- 
veral degrees of importance have been 
pointed out, w r hich at different times have 
been attached to this argument ; and the 
propriety of affording to it the high autho- 
rity, to which it is unqueftionably entitled, 
has been fuggefted, and earneftly recom- 
mended. The fubjeft has been difen- 
cumbered frpm all inferior topics, which 
either poffefs no influence in producing a 
convidlion of the divine origin of the facrfed 
Oracles, or cannot reafonably be allowed 
to weaken that convi&ion, vyhen it has 
once been thoroughly produced. And an 
endeavour has been made to fhcw by what 
manner of treatment the argument from 
Prophecy m&y be enforced with the fairefl 
.probability of fuccefs. In my next-Dif- 

courfe 
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courfc I fhall enter upon the propofed 
difcuffion. And with fervour and humi- 
lity let us implore the high Omnifcient 
Being, whofe Revelation we labour to 
confirm, to prevent us with his moft gra- 
cious favour, and further us with his con- 
tinual hplp. 
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ISAIAH xlvi. 9, 10. 

REMEMBER THE FORMER THINGS OF OLD, 
FOR ,1 AM GOD, AND THERE IS NONfi 
ELSE ; I AM GOD, AND THERE IS NONE 
LIKE ME ; 

DECLARING THE END FROM THE BEGIN- 
NING, AND FROM! ANCIENT TIMES THE 
THINGS THAT ARE NOT YET DONE. 

IT has been aflerted by the enemies of 
Chriftianity, that no evidence can be fuf- 
ficiently ftrong to eftablifh a miracle*. 
Though this is a position, to which it is 
impoffible that the impartial enquirer after 
truth fliould aflent ; yet the teftimonies 
adduced in favour of a preternatural inter- 
pofition in the affairs of mankind ought 

» 

* See Hume's Effays. 

to 
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to be received with caution, and examined 
' with feverity., Trifling and unimportant 
occurrences may, perhaps, be credited upon 
vague report and the flighteft appearance 
of truth : but our belief ought to be the 
relult of fuller and more accurate enqui- 
ries, in proportion as the fa&s, which claim 
it, advance in dignity and importance. 
The farther we may recede from the regular 
occurrences 4 of human life, and the more 
extraordinary may be the character, which 
events hear ? with the greater diligence 
ought we to colled: all the proofs which 
their peculiar nature admits. Their diftin- 
giaifhing charadteriftics and minute Angu- 
larities ought to be fully considered, for 
the fake of fiippreffing fufpicion and con- 
firming faith. We have no inducements 
to rejeft the truth of an ordinary* event, 
to which we are familiarifed by daily ex- 
amples!, and which the relator has no in- 
tereft to pervert, or the hearer to credit. 
But miraculous interpofitions, which the 
weak and the fuperftitious are naturally 
difpofed to believe* and the crafty and the 
ambitious are peculiarly interefted in feign- 
ing, ought to be minutely inveftigated in 
all their circumftauces, before we afford 

them 
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them our unqualified aflent. The efFe&, 
which is produced in the mind by the 
knowledge of ail the raoft ftriking circum- 
ftances, is fcarcely inferior to that of the 
pofitive aflurance from an eye-\yitnefs of 
the reality of the |a&. On , that, which 
before, perhaps, we were unable to deny* 
we repofe, after fiich an inveftigation, with 
entire and unfufpe&ing confidence. With 
refpeft to the miracles difplayed by the holy 
Founder of our Religion, had we only been 
informed that, on many occafions, the or- 
der of nature was fufpended, though we 
might not have been able to difpute their 
authority, yet we could not have felt their 
full and overpowering effect. But when, in « 
addition to the ftatement of this fimplc 
fa&, we are told, that the miracles were 
frequently repeated; that they were per- 
formed in open day, before a large and ever 
varying multitude, andx frequently in the 
fight of inveterate and vigilant enemies ; 
that they were uniformly exerted in the 
caufe of benevolence; that many of the 
fufferers relieved were publicly known to 
have been born with their infirmities, and 
yet were healed in an inftant-; that the 
cye-witnefles of thefe miracles not only per- 

fevered, 



48 SERMON IL 

i 

< • i 

fevered, amidft continued perfecutions, in 
attefting their reality, but even laid down 
their lives in confirmation of their tes- 
timony ; and, 'laftly, that the Religion, 
for the proof of which fuch miracles 
were wrought, in advancing to eminence, 
triumphed over obftacles, which, without 
the affiftance of miracles, according to 
, human appearances, it was not capable of 
furmounting; when all thefe attending 
circumflances, with many others;, which' 
it is unneceffary to enumerate, are added 
to the plain hiftorical fad:, that the laws 
of nature were fuperfeded, we are over- 
powered with conviction, and yield to the 
authority of fo manifeft a difplay of Om- 
nipotence, r 

The peculiar and extraordinary circum- 
ftances, conne&ed with Prophecy, that 
other fupernatural proof of a divine Reve- 
lation, are not lefs numerous and convinc- 
ing, than thofe, from which the authority 
of miracles receives fo confiderable an ad- 
dition of fiipport. It will be my objedl in 
the following Lectures, as it has been al- 
ready ftated, to bring the moft important 
of thefe circumflarices fucceflively under 

our 
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our consideration. On the prefent occa- 
fion, I lhall examine the predi&ed events, 
with refpedt to their remoteness from 
the time, at which they were feverally 
foretold; to the minuteness anS no* 
velty of their diftinguifhing charadterif- 
tics ; to their numbers ; and to their 
exact coincidence with the previous 
defcriptions of the Prophets. 

When powerful principles have begun 
to operate* upon the public mind, and the 
aftors already appeajr-upon the ftage, human ^ 
fegacity, affifted by long experience, may 
fometimes forefee the confequeilces with a 
considerable degree of accuracy. Yet fb 
fluctuating are human affairs, and fo fud- 
den the revolutions of fociety, that even 
the events of the approaching day, which - 
may frequently be conje&ured with fuc- 
cefs, can never be predi&ed with certainty. 
Though free agency is the noble privilege 
of man ; yet, in confequence of the imper-* 
feft and corrupt condition of his nature, 
his actions are often the effects of fudden 
ijnpulfes and of a momentary caprice. Even 
his-moft fayourite fchemes, and the de- 
figns^ which moft truly harmonize with his 

E natural 
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natural difpofition, are not unfrequently 
counteracted either by his own perverfe- 
nefs, or by the malignity or the oppofing 
interests of others. Hence we may eafily 
difcern the impoflibility, as far as human 
means of preference extend, of foretelling 
with any degree of confidence even oc- 
currences probably approaching, which de- 
pend upon the voluntary exertions of fuch 
an agent. 

The impoftor, who, like the ministers of 
Pagan fiiperftition, confines his predictions 
to his own times, like them rauft be fre- 
quently expofed to error, and thus forfeit 
all pre tendons to divine infpiration. , But 
to look down through a courfe of ages, 
and to- difclofe with accuracy the fecrets 
of a remote futurity, is one of the moft 
diftinguifhing attributes of Omnipotence. 
This unattainable excellence of the real 
Prophets ha§ indeed been feldom attempted 
by the boldeft and moft prefumptuous pre- 
tender to infpiration. The inftances are 
very rare, in which the Prophets of Greece 
and Rome extended their conjectures be- 
yond the times, in which they flouriflied. 
In that interesting treatife upon Divina- 

N tion, 
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tion, which was compofed by the Roman 
Orator, when he retired from the- ufurpa- 
tion of Casfar to folitude and philofophy, 
&tid in which are collefted the ftrongeft 
Examples in favour of Heathen Oracles, 
not a fingle Prophecy is recorded b , which 
reached beyond the ordinary period of hu- 
man life. It may be prefiimed, therefore, 
that a foreknowledge of remote events was 
in general not even pretended in the iyftem 
of Pagan impofture. Indeed the priefts of 
that fiiperftition were in general lefs anxious 
to afford proofs of their knowledge' of fu- 
turity, than to difplay their acquaintance 
With the events of the paffing day, tranf- 
fc&ed in a remote region, the knowledge 
of whicfc* muft have appeared, to their ig- 
taorant votaries, to lie far beyond the reach 
of an uninfpired mind. 

*The Chriftian difpenfation alone can 
with truth exhibit, among the proofs.of its 
divine origin, the long courfe of time, 
through which many of its Prophecies ex- 

k A general expreffion uttered by an < augur (fe&. xxii.) 
fefpeclihg the future greatnefs of Rome, cannot be confi- 
dered as a reafonable exception to the truth of the, obfervk- 
tion. 

E % tended. 
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tended. A period, comprising ages, fre- 
quently intervened between their delivery 
and their completion. Many of the moft 
important changes in the Eaft were antici- 
pated in the animated defcriptions of the 
Prophets, even previoufly to that peculiar 
difpofition of human affairs, in confequence 
of .which they were eventually effe&ed. 
Some of the. moft illuftrious chara&ers 
in facred hiftory, Jofias c , Cyrtjs^'the 
Baptift e , and the blefled Son f of God, 
' „were ,promifed in the prophetic writ- 
ings many centuries before their birth. 
The rife and even the character of s . nar 
tions was predi&ed, while the Patriarchs 
yet lived, from whom thofe nations were 
to defcend. The efFe& of particyjar prin- 
ciples was developed, before the principles 
themfelves had been difcovered to man-* 
kind h . Thus the benevolent influence of 



c i Kings xiii. 2. d Ifaiah xliv. 28. xlv/i. 

e Malachi iii. 1. f O. T. paffim. 

k See- the Book of Genefis. 

h To fbme of the ancient philofophers this circumftance 
feemed"an abfolnte impoifibility. "Qui poteft provided, 
" quidquam futurum efTe, quod neque caufam habet ullam, 
" neque notam, cum futurum fit ?" Cicero de Diviriatione, 
lib. ii. feci:. 6. 

Chrif- 
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1 Cljriftiahity, and the baleful confequences 
of the Papal k ufurpation, appeared in the 
prophetic Writings, when the world was 
an entire ftranger to an authority like that 
of the Roman Pontiff; and when do&rines,* 
like thofe of the Gofpel, had never entered 
into the human mind. Even conditions, 
which were never to be changed, but were 
to reach to the end of time, were fre- 
qdfently the lubje&s of facred Prophecy. 
Such were the predictions, which fixed the 
final doom of Babylon *, Nineveh m , and 
Tyre"; and which determined the unal- 
terable charafter of the Arabs 9 , who were 
to traverfe the deferts ; and of the defen- 
dants of Ham p , who were to fpread over 
Africa. 

In the inftances now fele&ed, it is not 
poflible to conceive, that the predicted 
events could have come within the verge 

1 See Ifaiah and the later Prophets. 

k 2 Theflalonians ii. i— io. i Tim. iv. 1—3. Da* 
niel vii. 24, 25. Revelations xiii. 
. ' Jeremiah 1. 39, 40. > 

m Nahum i. 8, 9. Zephaniah ii. 13, 14, 15. 

n Ezekiel xxvi. 3, 4, 5, 14, 21. 

Genefis xvi. 12. ■ 

P Genefis ix. 23, 26, 27. 

, E 3 Of 
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of probability ; and they were altogether 
unfit for conjecture. So frequently was 
the attention of the Prophets occupied 
upon the occurrences of a remote futurity, 
that this consideration alone effentially 
contributed to weaken their authority 
among their contemporaries, and to render 
their revelations lefs interefting. And that 
peculiar circumftance was then urged for 
the purpofe of derifion and reproach, which 
may now be fele&ed as one of the faireft ' 
fubje&s of praife, and one of the ftrongeft 
arguments for our confidence. " The Vi- 
rions, which they faw, were for many days 
to come, and they prophefied of the. things 

that were far off q ." 

» 

With whatever particularity of descrip- 
tion the predictions, to which I have ap- 
pealed, might be delivered, the Prophets 
have hitherto been confidered as expreff- 
ing the events foretold in general terms 
alone. * .. 

But had facred Prophecy fimply revealed 
remote events, without „ marking them by 



* Ezckiel xii. 2J. 

Ibme 
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fome of their attendant circumftances, and 
diftinguifhing charafteriftics ; though, upon 
a candid inveftigation, the predictions would 
undoubtedly have appeared to lie out of 
the reach of human fagacity ; yet by the 
Infidel they might, with fome degree of 
plaufibility, have been wrefted to the pur- 
pofes of fcepticifm ; and even upon the 
min4 of .the fincere and ardent believer, 
they would not, perhaps, have operated 
with the immediate and ftrong convj&ion^ 
which they are really calculated to pro- 
duce. General expreffioias are fo accom- 
modating in their nature, and are capable 
of fuch* varied application, that they may 
fometimes be hazarded, with a faint ex- 
pectation of fuccefs, even upon fome of 
the moft momentous tranfa&ions of future 
ages. Amidft the regular progrefs of hu- 
man affairs, the frequent repetition of the 
fame events, and the fimilarity of effe&s 
produced by fimilar caufe9; it is not fiir- 
prifing, that conjectures of a peculiar kind, 
cautioufly expreffed in general terms alone, 
fhould fometimes be apparently juftified 
by the events. In our own times, in which 
a confiderable portion of the weftern con- 
tinent, enriched with the moft valuable 

e 4 gifts 
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gifts of nature, and poflefled by an active 
and enterprizing race of inhabitants, has 
burft afunder the bonds, which united it 
•to the parent ftate, and ere&ed itfelf into 
a* independent nation, the philofopher 
and politician have indulged their fpecula- 
tions, by foretelling, in general terms, the 
future importance and celebrity of the new- 
born republic. Their conje&ures, it is pro- 
bable, may be fan&ioned by the event. 
Fourteen hundred years before the birth of 
Columbus, a Roman r poet, roufed, per- 
haps, by the knowledge of remote iflanjds; 
which had been acquired by his enterpriz- 
ing and fuccefsful countrymen, in a beau- 
tiful and romantic flight of imagination, 
enlarged upon the future difcovery of a 
toighty continent, which was concealed 
beyond the untraverfed ocean. The happy 
fiction 6f the poet was realized, when the 
intrepid adventurer conduced his followers 

r The following are the words of Seneca : 

. — venient annis 

Secula feris, quibus Oceanus 
Vincula rerum laxet, et ingens 
Pateat tellus, Tiphyfque novos 
Detegat orbes 3 nee fit terris 
, Ultima Thule. 

r Medea, v. 374. 

to 
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to the other hemisphere. The Roman 
empire advanced in the courfe of about 
fix centuries to the meridian of glory, and 
to univerfal dominion. The fymptoms of 
its declenfion foon, appeared. In kingdoms, 
as in the works of nature, the period of de- 
cline is often nearly equal to the period 
which has pafled in their progress to ma- 
turity. The fagacious augur •, therefore, 
who could difcern the latent but increafing 
caufes of decay, might, without the impu- 
tation of ralhnefs, hazard a conje&ure re- 
fpe&ing the duration of the empire ; while 
the principal circumftance l attending the 

- augury, 



* ,Seven hundred years after the building of Rome, Vet- 
tius Valens, a celebrated augur, afferted, that the twelve 
vulturs, which appeared to Romulus, portended, that his 
city mould continue through twelve hundred years j one 
hundred years being fuppofed to be fignified by each bird. 
This circumftance has come down to pofterity, upon the au- 
thority of M. T. Varro. 

See Cenforinus de Die natali, c. xvii. p. 97. See alio 
Hurd's Sermons, v. 1. p. 10 1. 

* More than feven hundred years had elapfed fince the 
age of Romulus. A century, therefore, was the only cycle 
of time; which he could reafonably pretend to have been 
fignified by each bird. He was abfolutely excluded from 
all lefljsr cycles. An<l had he proceeded to a longer period, 
he would, probably, have been obliged to allow a thou- 

fand 
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augury, upon which he founded his ficti- 
tious Oracle, appears to have limited him 
to a particular period of time. He^ there- 
fore, boldly declared, that at the founda- 
tion of the city it was forefhewn by the 
gods/ that Rome lhould enjoy fovereignty 
through twelve centuries. At the expira- 
tion of the predi6led time, the imperial 
city fell, and fubmitted to the victorious 
arms of the Goths. 

Thefe, perhaps, are the moft remark- 
able inilances recorded in the annals of 
paft ages, of a fortunate infight into the 
fcenes of a diftant futurity. But ftill they 
are no more than the unaffifted efforts of 
the human mind, and could be effeCted 
without the aid of divine infpiration. The 
expreffions are general, and are confined to 
a {ingle idea. The naked event is alone 
foretold.' Had a variety of the minute 

,and diftinguifhing peculiarities, which cha- 
racterize it, been predicted, there would 

• have been that wonderful difplay of pre- 
fcience, which, it may juftly be contended, 

fand years for each bird, and thus have rendered the ac- 
complishment of his prediction incredible. 

can 
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can only proceed from the Immediate re- 
velation of the Deity. Were it now de- 
clared, at what precife period the celebrity 
of America will commence ; what will be 
the diftinguifhing marks of her greatnefs ; 
what particular countries fhe will fubdue 
during her profperity, and to what indi- 
vidual nation fhe will in turn fubmit, when 
fhe declines : : — or had it been fignijfied by 
the Roman tragedian, in what age the new 
hemifphere would be difclofed, what king- 
dom would render itfelf illuftrious by the 
difcovery, what would be the moft re- 
markable features of the new found conti- 
nent, .and what the confequences to Eu- 
rope of fb vaft an acceffion of territory and 
riches : — or, again,' had the Heathen prieft 
fpecified the particular nations of the 
world, who were to be the conquerors 
of Rome ; had he defcribed their language, 
their perfons, their manners, and their 
arms ; had he traced the gradations of their 
conquefts, and marked out the peculiar 
changes of fociety, which fhould take place 
at the fall of the empire : — in all thefe in- 
ftances, by fuch a minute difcrimination of 
the attending circumftances, the philofo- 
pher, the poet, and the augur, would have 

advanced 
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advanced far beyond the limits of the hu- 
man underftanding ; and might not un- 
juftly,. perhaps, have* been brought into 
competition with the favoured Prophets of 
the Moft High* 

The author of the Religio Medici, a writer 
whofe learning and fagacity have feldonv 
been rivalled by the profeflbrs of modern 
Eterature, in a Ihort Eilay u indulged his 
imagination with forming conje&ures, un- 
der the fhape of Prophecies, upon fbme of 
the moft momentous changes, which to 
Mm appeared likely to diftinguifli future 
ages. His predi&ions relate to the proba- 
ble aggrandizement of North America, of 
Jamaica among the weftern iflands, and of 
Batavia in the eaft, to the triumph of the 
Turks along the fhores of the Baltic, to the 
emancipation of the nations of Africa from 
the infamy of foreign fervitude, to the di£- 
ctfvery of the northern paflage to China, 
and to the union of Venice with the con- 
tinent. 'Thefe important conje&ures re- 
fpedling the great changes of future times, 



tt See certain mifcellany Tracts, by T. Brown., K*. Tra& 
12th. 

of 
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of which it is already evident that fome 
muft fail, while a few have received their 
accomplifhment, and others may yet be 
fulfilled, were all delivered in the mpft 
general terms : the -expreffions refer fblely 
to the one great event ; minute difcrimi- 
nations and attending circumftances arc 
entirely omitted. 

/ 

What we require in vain in the con- 
jectures of uninfpired man, is abundantly 
difplayed in the facred Prophets. In pre- 
dicting the fate of the great cities of the 
eaft, the Prophets foretold, not only the , 
general overthrow of all, but the particular 
and charaftetiftic ruin of each. Of Tyre x 
it was predicted, that the foliipry fifher- 
man fhould fpread his nets over the rocks, 
on which her towers and palaces were 
raifed ; of Babylon, that her ruins Ihould 
bear the appearance of a defolation, occa- 
fioned by the overflow of waters ; that the 
y fea fhould come up upon her, and that 
fhe Ihould be covered with the multitude 
of the waves thereof; that fhe Ihould be • 

x Ezekiet xxvi. 14. 

y Jeremiah li. 4». Ifaiah xiv. 23. 

made 
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made a pofleffion for the bittern, and (ot 
pools of water : and of Nineveh, that fhd 
fhould entirely * disappear from the earth, 
and that her fituation fhould no where be 
found ♦ 

Again, in anticipating the great empires 
of the world, the Prophets di4 not fimply 
enumerate their regular fucceffion; they 
fnarked alfo their diftin& and appropriate 
features. The Macedonian a was pour- 
tray ed by rapidity o^ conqueft, and by the 
quadruple partition. The Roman b was dif-* 
tinguifhed by a peculiarity of government, 
a tremendous and irrefiflible power, uni- 

* The entire derVu&idn of this city was clearly and 
ftrikingly predicted by Zephaniah. (ii. 13, 14, 15.) But 
Nahum proceeds even farther than Zephaniah, and in more 
than one paffage ftrongly intimates, that, in future ages, the 
J>lace mould riot be known, on which it Hood, (i.3,9. ii.11. 
Hi. 17.) Andfo complete has been the defolation, that 

• travellers, critics, and hiftorians, cannot agree in fixing the' 
preciie fpot, on which it w*s fituated. See Herodotus, Did-* 
dorus Siculus, and Ammianus Marcellinus 5 Sir John Mar- 
{ham s Chrdn. Saec. Lucian* the native of a city on the Eu- 
phrates, fays exprefsly, that it had utterly perifhed in his 
time, and that there was no footftep of it remaining. See 
Benjamin'of Tudela, Theveriot, and Tavernier. 

* Daniel vii. 6i viii. 22. 

* Daniel ii. 40.' vii. 7, 23. 

verfality 
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Verfality of dominion, and a final divifion 
into ten independent kingdoms. 

Of Egypt , the lafting nponutaent of 
divine difpleafure, they not only denounced 
the perpetual fervitude, but even exprefled 
the particular infamy of its unceafing fub- 
je&ion to a foreign Prince. Mahomet, the 
Arabian conqueror d , if we may venture to 
give entire aflent to the explications of 
fome of the moft able interpreters of the 
Revelations, was defcribed, many ages be- 
fore his birth, by the fierce countenance, 
but effeminate hair, and peculiar head- 
drefs of his followers, by the rapidity of 
his vi&orious career, by the fuperior ex- 
cellence of his cavalry, and by his remark- 
able anxiety for the prefervation of the 
fruits of the earth, joined to. a feeming 
contradiction of imagery, in the . happy 
companion of his tribes to a defolating 
arnqy of locuffe. When the Apoftle of the 
Gentiles e , eager to preferve the difciples 
of Chrift from the corruptions of the Papal 
fee, predicted the rife of that ftrange and 

c Ezekiel xxx. 13. 

d Revelations ix. 3, 4, 7, 8, 9. 

* 1 Timothy iv, 3. 2 Theflalonians ii. 4, 9, 10, 

monfirous 
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monfirous ufurpation, he accurately marked 
it by fome of the minutefl: traits, -which 
afterwards diftinguifhed that power ; the 
abftinence of its adherents from meats,, 
their renunciation^ of marriage, their im- 
pious pretenfions to miracles, and their 
blafphemous exaltation of a frail mortal, 
the follower of the humble Jefus, to an 
equal worfhip and authority f with the in- 
vifible Lord of heaven and earth. The 
minute traits of character, which continup 
to diftinguifh the tribes of Arabia g , were 
revealed by an angel, in the infancy of the 
world, to the favoured Hagar, when Ihs 
fledsin terror to the wildernefs. In ex- 
amining the awful defcription, which was 
given by our Saviour h , of the deftru&ion 
of the holy city, we feem to be carried out 
of the regions of Prophecy, and tp perufe 
the detail of an inhabitant, who had wit- 
nefled the overthrow of Jerufalem, and 
efcaped in peril from its ruins. The pre- 
dictions of Daniel are fb full and fo mi- 

f 2 ThefTalonians ii. 4. For the application of this 
ftriking paffage to the head of the Romilh Church, fee 
Newton'on the Prophecies. DuT. xxii. N 

s Generis xvi. 1 2. 

k Matthew xxiv. Mark xiii. Luke xxi. 

nute, 
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nute, that no fingle record of the Eaft is 
fufficient to explain them. Events are 
more circumftantially ftated by the Pro- 
phet than by the Hiftorian. So ftriking, 
indeed, is the refemblance, which fiibfifts 
between his Prophecies and the Eaftern an- 
nals which illuftrate them, that the fceptic 
has been obliged to fhelter himfelf from 
the force of fo irrefiftible an evidence, by 
difputing their authenticity, and reprefent- 
ing them as forgeries fuccefsfully executed 
fubfequent to the events, of which they 
treated. In the facred records of the Jews, 
which confift of almoft an uninterrupted 
feries of Prophecies, delivered in one period, 
and accomplifhed in another, the Prophets, 
who- were the principal agents employed 
by .the Almighty in the divine government 
of that people, appear to have been inti- 
mately familiarized with the fcenes of dis- 
tant times, and to have looked onward into 
the future, and back upon the paft, with an 
almoft equal degree of minutenefs. 

But the cleareft proof of a preternatural 
foreknowledge difplaying itfelf in the dif- 
covery of minute circumftances, .may be 
derived from the precifion, with which the 

f Pro- 
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Prophets frequently fixed a particular time 
for the accomplishment of events, even 
when no human motive could be affigned 
for their preference of that to any other 
period. The augur, as we have already 
feen, was ftrongly induced, if not abfo- 
lutely impelled, by the circumftances of 
the cafe, to eftimate by a particular calcu- 
lation the duration of the Roman empire. 
But no neceffity or inducement whatever 
appears to have actuated the Prophets of 
Ifrael. Now of occurrences, likely to take 
place after a »fhort interval, it is highly im- 
probable, that the exaft time fliould be 
foretold. But to determine the particular 
years, in whifch very remote events, the 
caufes of which have not yet begun to 
operate, will be brought to pafs, cannot be 
attempted with any reafonable hope of 
fucccfs, and may almoft be pronounced 
impoffible. "Inftances have not been want- 
ing, in which a precife period was deter- 
mined for the accomplifhment of a parti- 
cular event. An ancient { Father of the 
Church has , receded a fi&itious Oracle, 
which ventured to limit 'the. duration of 



* Auguftin. de Civ. Dei, lib. xviii. cap. 53. 

Chrif- 
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ChrLftianity to a definite period of time k . 
The appointed fpace fbon elapfed : and our 
•holy Religion has fince continued to flou- * 
rifh through more than a thbufand years. 
The authors of the Sibylline verfes repre- 
sented the ruin of Rome as certain to be 
effefted in a particular l year ; beyond 
which, however, the city long remained 
the capital of the empire, and the feat of 
the imperial, refidence. 

The facred Prophets alone have been 
able to mark their produ&ions by this de- 
cifive proof of infpiration. Thus a period 
of four hundred m years was named for the 
fbjourning of the people of Ifrael in Egypt; 
feventy £ot n the temporary punifliment o'f 
Tyre ; feventy for ° the captivity of the 
■ Jews in Babylon ; and four hundred and 
ninety for p the interval between their re- 
turn to Jerufalem and the appearance of 
their expected Mefliah. The time fixed 
for the continuance of the Papal ufurpa- 

k Three hundred and fixty-five years. 
1 The year. 195 of tl^e Chriftian era. See Gibbon's Hift. 
vol.'i. p. 618. 
a Genefis xv. 13. n Ifaiah xxiii. 15. 

* Jfcremiah xxv. 1 1, 12. p Daniel ix. aj, 26. 

f 2, tiorv 
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tion is ilill more extraordinary, becaufe it 
is much more extended. The moft able 
interpreters of the facred Scriptures have li- 
mited it to twelve hundred and fixty years, 
upon the concurring teftimony of Daniel 
and St. John. The feVere (hocks which 
it has received, and the weakened condi- 
tion in which we now behold it, juftify 
the fuppofition, that the period of its du- 
ration, no lefs than the chara&eriftics by 
which it has been diftinguifhed/ will be 
found faithfully to coincide with the de- 
icriptions of the Prophets. 

It was the chief intention of the Jewifh 
Prophets, and of the founder of the Jewifh 
difpenfation, to prepare the way for the 
* Meffiah, by completely forefhewing his 
moft wonderful a&ions, and the moft mi- 
nute difcriminations of his chara&er. In- 
numerable events were forefhewn, too un- 
important perhaps in themfelves to *have 
deferved notice, even in the hiftory of that 
exalted Perfbnage ; but deriving an inefti- 
mable value from the additional confirma- 
tion, which they afford to his divine pre- 
tentions, as the completion of ancient Pro- 
phecies. 

A cele- 
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A celebrated poet of antiquity, who has- 
rarely been exceeded in genius, and never 
perhaps even equalled in judgment, in the 
great work which, immortalizes his name, 
has afforded a ftriking inftance of the mod 
exalted conceptions of the human mind, re- 
fpe&ing the perfections of the divine na- 
ture, in revealing the events of futurity. But 
this perfeA example of a .fuppofed difplay 
of Omnifcience is undoubtedly furpafled 
in the real Revelations of the Moft High. 

In the higheft and moft flourifiiing ftate 
of Roman grandeur, he produced his fub- 
lime compofition. It was his principal ob- 
ject to celebrate the glories of his country, 
and to dq honour to his impe^al patron. 
He fele&ed his fable from the ^uncertain 
records of remote antiquity ; and, by the 
happy artifices of poetic anticipation, he 
embellifhed his work with all .the moft 
fplendid events, which h^d diftinguiflied 
his country and 'his emperor. The effii- 
fions of Prophets, typical chara&ers, the 
revelations of fuperior beings, and an in- 
troduction by vifions into the imaginary 
fcenes of other worlds, were all fiiccelF- 
fully employed to fliadow forth the future 

F 3 triumph* 
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triumphs of Rome, and the fame of.her ci- 
tizens. Every important event was minutely 
difcriminated. And it may be inftantly 
difcerned upon perufal, that the poet was 
intimately acquainted with the occurrences* 
of many fuccetfive ages fubfecjuent to the, 
times of his hero. As he fpoke only of 
events, which had patted before the period, 
in which he flourifhed, our admiration is 
excited by the happy fkill, with which he 
introduced into his poem fiich an .inter- 
efting variety of fancied predictions. Let 
us now fuppofe, that the fame work, with- 
out the variation of a fingle paffage, had 
appeared foon after the arrival of iEneas 
in Italy, or at the founding of the city by 
Romujus : let us fuppofe, that the changes 
of government in Rome, the moft cele- 
brated victories, the nations fubjeCt to the 
Roman poVver, the univerfal dominion of 
the city, the diftinguifhing charaCteriftics 
of the moft renowned chiefs, and the cha- 
raster of Auguftus in particular, had all ^ 
been pourtrayed with minutenefs and ac*? 
curacy, in the very words, w r hich Virgil 
has adQpted ; — furely we lhould not have 
hefitated to pronounce fiich a work to ex- 
ceed the ability of the human intellect, and 
* to 
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to be a manifeft difplay of celeftial infpira- 
tion. What, under thefe circumftances, we 
fliould have regarded as divine in the hea- 
then poet, we are bound to receive as fuch 
in the holy Scriptures. The hiftory of the 
Jewifh nation feems # but a fecondary ob- 
ject in the facred records of that people. 
The Tlifplay of a miraculous prefcience in 
a continued developement of the future, 
forms the ftriking and prominent feature 
of that wonderful hiftory. It might with- 
out difficulty be fhewn, that the pretended 
anticipations by Virgil, of events, which had 
already paffed, were neither fo numerous, 
fo particular, nor fo intimately conne&ed 
with every extraordinary a&ion recorded, 
and every eminent character defcribed, as 
the real Prophecies delivered in the facred 
Writings. The character of Auguftus, ty- 
pically reprefented by ./Eneas, and brought 
forward, 4 in the courfe of the poem, on 
every favourable occafion, is not fo fully 
nor fo accurately pourtrayed, as the pro- 
phetic pi&ure of our Saviour : it is not 
equally vifible in every part, it does not 
equally animate the whole produ&ion. 
Every eminent a&ion, every celebrated 
perfonage, the whole fyftem of » the national 

f 4 polity, 
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polity, and even the moft unimportant 
parts of the religious ceremonies of the 
Jews, all partook of the prophetic charac- 
ter, were predi&ive of futurity, and the " 
fhadows of better things to come. 

This accurate detail of minute circum* 
ftances attending a remote event, it may 
boldly be declared, lies far beyond the 
reach of the unaffifted human intellect. 
When we behold fuch a Prophecy fulfilled 
in all its leflbr parts, we acknowledge the 
interpofition of an Omnifcient Being, and 
feel, at once an irrefiftible conviction. No 
further proof is neceffary, or can reafbn- 
ably be expelled. The acceffion of ftronger 
evidence appears to be- hardly within the 
bounds of poflibility. Yet upon the aw- 
ful fubjeft of divine Revelation, our full 
affent to which is indifpenfably requisite 
for the attainment of eternal happinefs, the N 
Almighty has gracioufly multiplied the 
fources of conyidlion, and left the incre- 
dulous without the means of excufe. Many 
of the predictions are altogether novel in 
their nature. What in all the variety of 
human affairs has never occurred, cannot, 
without a confiderable degree of hefit^- 

tion a 
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tion, be admitted even by the fpeculative 
philofopher into the number of future po£- 
Abilities. Its probability muft be altoge- 
ther denied. What then fliall we think 
of We men, who predided the pofitive 
occurrence not only of a variety of future 
events, of which the time, the placp, the 
agents, and the precife difpofition of hu- 
man affairs, under which they would fe- 
veraliy come to pafs, were accurately 
marked, but of events, which were with^ 
out example ? Surely we cainiot refrain 
from afcribing fuch inftances of foreknow- 
ledge to the only caufe which is capable 
of producing them, the immediate infpira- 
tion of the Deity. 

The drying up of the waters jof one 
of the largeft rivers which flow through 
the earth, muft furely raAk in the num- 
ber of the moft novel events, and muft 
be acknowledged to lie far beyond the 
reach pf human fagacity or prefcience.* Ye^ 
it was predicted in the plaineft and moft 
(lifting terms by Ifaiah and Jeremiah q . 

The prefent condition of the Jews, upon 

« 

9 Jfaiah sliy. 27. ^rpmiah 1. 38. li. 6. 
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which"! fhall have occafion to enlarge 
more> fully in a future Le&ure, in many 
eminent circumflances is unexampled in 
the hifiory of mankind. Yet the Prophets' 
'predicted the. exiftence of fuch a peculiar 
ftate of fociety, expressly named the peo- 
ple among whom it fhould take place, and 
-defcribed the, particular period of their hif- 
tory, in which the fingular prqdi&ion fhould ' 
be accbmplifhed. 

It muft have been obferved by the raoft 
fuperficial enquirer into the annals of paft 
ages, that no power fimilar to that of the 
•Papal ufurpation has ever obtained the, 
afcendancy over a confiderable portion of 
the globe. Yet that ufurpation was pro- 
phetically anticipated in full and exprefs 
terms by St. Paul s and St. John, fome 
ages before its *bwn commencement ; and 
at an earlier period ftill by Daniel, be- 
fore the commencement of the religious 
lyftam; upon the perverfion of which it 
.founded its impious pretentions. 

r Deut. xxviii. xxix. Daniel ix. i6, 27. and the three 
Evangelife, Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 

5 1 Timothy iv. 1, 2, 3. 2 Theffalonians ii. 3 — 12. 
Revelations xvii. 

The 
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The Prophets of * Ifbael break forth into 
gxpreffions of the moft rapturous exulta- 
tion upon the profpe& of a future Revela* 
tion, which fhould be made to all the 
earth, and be received by the whole hu* 
man race. This wonderful Revelation has 
been gracioully imparted. Its divine claims 
have been admitted over a considerable 
portion of the globe. Acceffions are daily 
made to* the number of its followers in 
new regions and unknown climes, the fix- 
ture feats perhaps o£ fcience and domi?- 
nion. And the full completion of the Pro- 
phecy appears to be more eafy and probable 
than~ the partial accomplishment, which 
has already taken place. Now an univer- 
fal Religion, fo far from having ever been 
,admitted among mankind, had not entered 
into the imagination of the moft fanguine 
and romantic fpeculatift. The ancient 
lawgivers, who were frequently the inven- 
tors of new religious iyftems, adapted thepi 
each to his own polity, and neither entjear' 
voured nor wifhed to extend their influence 
to independent governments, or even to 
the neighbouring kingdoms. The philo- 

1 Ifaiah more particularly, and the later Prophets. 

' fophers, 
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ibphers, who were the founders of ancient 
{e&s, confeious of the infiiperable difficulty 
of controlling the varied opinions of man- 
iltid at large, 4id not expedl to unite even 
their own countrymen in the belief of one 
common fyftem of philofophy. The Ro- 
mans, .who eftablifhed their fame upon the 
fubjugation of the perlbns of all mankind, 
attempted not to deftroy their freedom 
upon facred fubje&s ; but, fearful of the 
hazardous experiment, generally permitted 
tfee inhabitants of the enflaved provinces 
to preferve the religious worfhip, which 
they had cultivated during the period of 
independence and fccurity, 

In the chara&er of the blefled Jefuts, as 
defcribed by the Prophets, there are many 
circumftances of a very peculiar kind, 
with which no perfon had previoufly been 
marked, and which have never fince dif* 
tinguilhed an human being. His mira- 
culous u conception, his x refurre&ion, the 
•' fpirituality y of the new covenant, and the 

** Ifaiah vii. 14, 

x Ifaiah liii. 10, 11. Pfalms xvi. 10, n, et alibi. Hofea* 
xiii. 14. 

y Jeremiah xxxi. 31, 32, Qcc. xxxiii, 8. N 

ipward 
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inward efficacy of his laws, the apparent * 
* contradictions in his character, the univea> 
(al benefit of his * death, and the aftoni thing 
influence of the Holy b Spirit, with numer- 
ous other circumstances predicted of himfel£ 
and of his kingdom, were novel in their 
kind, and had not even occurred to, the 
'imagination of the moft daring theorifts. 

• It is not, perhaps, unworthy of remark in 
this part of the fubjeft, that crucifixion* 

, the peculiar kind of death predicted of, the 
Meffiah in the cleared terms by David % 
was a mode of punifhment entirely un- 
known among the Hebrews in the days of 
the Pfalmift, arid was firft introduced into 
Judea, after an interval of a thoufend years, 
by the Romans. . 

It would not be a difficult taf^ to ex- 
hibit a variety of other irtftances, in which 
the circumftances predi&ed were not only 
diftant and minute, but alio without ex- 
ample. But thofe, which have been al- 
ready adduced, are abundantly fufficient 

x See the 33d chapter of Ifaiah, and the Pfalms paffifn, 
more particularly the 27 th and the 110th. 

a Daniel ix. 26. Ifaiah liii. \, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12. 
* Joel ii. 28-— 31. c Pfalm xxii. 16. 

for 
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for the eftablifhment of this branch 6f the 
argument. ' 

Before this part of the fubjeft is clofed> 
it may be ufeful to obferve, that the 
holy Scriptures contain numerous Prophe- 
cies, which are diftinguifhed by one or 
other, or by all the character iftics, which 
have juftbeen confidered. It is not in a 
few fblitary predictions, extracted from a 
large colle&ion, that thefe ftriking marks 
may be found. They abound univerfally. 
They are fo numerous, and are mingled fb 
intimately together, that, like the ftars 
which fliine in the heavens, they cannot 
accurately be numbered. A fingle coinci- 
dence, even under fuch peculiar circum* 
ftances, in the infinite variety of human 
chances, might perhaps have cafually oc- 
curred: and the ingenuity of man might 
occafionally be able, without any violent 
injury td the {enfe, plaufibly to accom- - 
rnbdate a few folitary predictions to lome 
fiicceeding events. But many Prophecies 
marked by fuch minute and ftriking dif- 
tin6tions, when faithfully accomplifhed, 
exhibit inconteftable proofs of divine pre- 
fcience, which cannot be refilled. I do 

not 
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not mean to aflert, that in proving the di- 
vine origin of Prophecy, numbers fimply 
imply a fuperiiatural agency. The falla- 
cious predictions of the Pagan Oracles were 
innumerable- The pretended miracles of 
the Romilh church exceed all calculation* 
But it is maintained by the Chriflian, that, 
if Prophecies, containing the flrongeft in- 
ternal evidence of a knowledge more than 
human, have been frequently delivered, 
numbers in fitch a cafe become a ftrong 
additional proof of the certainty of a di- 
vine interpofition. It cannot be conceived 
poffible, that, where there is that union of 
attending peculiarities, which has been al- 
ready defcribed, either chance or human 
fagacity can often produce fb exad: a co- 
incidence between the Prophecy and the 
event, by which it is completed. Fre- 
quency under fuch circumftances muft 
carry the force of demonftration. . 

. But this part of the argument is capable 
of a flatement even more forcible. We may 
confidently aflert, not only that in many 
inftances the event has correfponded with | 
the Prophecy, but that almofl every preK 
di&ion has been verified. With a Imita- 
tion, * 



8e> 



SERMON IL 



tion, which is very flight, and which we 
fhall have occasion to examine in a future 
Difcourfe, all jthe predictions uttered in the 
courfe of divine Revelation, of which the 
time of completion has paffed, and which , 
conftitute almoft the whole number de- 
livered, have received their full accom- 
plifhment. It was the fevere and juft re- 
mark of the Roman philofopher upon the 
% pretended divination of Heathen antiquity, 
that though fome of the Oracles had been 
cafiially fandiioned by a feeming comple- 
tion, yet that far the greater number had 
been contradi&ed by fubfequent events. 
The chara&er of Scripture Prophecy in 
this important particular rifes above all 
companion. In the facred Volume con- 
taining innumerable predi&ions, which 
from its firft publication has been generally 
confidered through all fubfequent ages as 
the repofitory of divine infpiration, all the 
predictions have been realized. It is not 
that many have fucceeded, but that not 
one has failed. 



From the prefent enquiry it appears, that 
the facred Writings contain a great variety 
of predi&iqns, which were delivered long 

before 
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before their accomplishment, of the parti- 
culars of which many were circumftan- 
tially delineated, and fbme were novel in 
their kind. In numerous instances theSe 
predictions were applied by the Prophets 
themfelyes, at the moment of delivery, 
either nominally, or by distinguishing cha- 
racteristics, which cannot be miftaken, 
each to the particular perfbn, place, or na- 
tion, to which they were refpe&ively in- 
tended to refer. Of thofe, which -are not 
fo circumstantial, the application is in ge- 
neral equally juSt, though, perhaps, not 
equally palpable and {hiking. No Sceptic 
will be hardy enough to deny, whatever 
he may fuppofe of the real intention of 
the Prophets, that mod of them are capable 
of being referred each to fome one particu- 
lar fubfequent event, and in general to no 
other. Now it is contended, that fuch a 
coincidence is a proof of a divine origin. 
The fitnefs implies a defign. It is not in 
the courfe of human contingencies, that 
in a Single composition, profefledly pre- 
dictive, a great number of paSTages, if they 
had really been written without any de- 
terminate meaning, Should correfpond, in 

g a very 
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a very fcxadfc and ftriking manner, with the 
events of future ages. 

The celebrated leader of Infidelity d in 
France, and many of the Sceptics of our 
own country, have earneftly laboured to 
reduce the predi&ions of the facred Writ- 
ings to the calculation of chances. But 
their theories have been in direct opposi- 
tion to the common di&ates of reafon, as 
well as to the uniform experience of all 
paft time. Let any other hiftory be taken ; 
let any collection of pretended Prophecies 
be examined ; and let a trial be made, whe- 
ther they can be forced, by the moft vio- 
lent conftru&ions, to correfpond- in any 
degree whatever with .fucceeding events. 
The enemies of Chriftianity have been 'at 
all times fufficiently active: and were it 
poffibie to weaken by fuch means, even in 
the flighted degree, the influence of the 
argument from Prophecy, the attempt 
would undoubtedly have been made. The; 
Deift has repeatedly laboured to qonfound 
Chriftian Prophecy with the Oracles of the 

d See Philofophy of Hiftory : article Orack. 

Hea- 
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Heathens. But an attack like that, which 
we are now fuppofing, even our moil dar- 
ing and Jhamelefs adverfaries have neve* 
ventured to attempt. It is impoffible that 
it Ihould be attended with the flighteft 
appearance of fuccefs c . Of an uniform 

cor- 



€ The following paflage from Cicero de Divinatione 
upon the powers of chance, though fallacioufly urged as a 
proof of the divine nature of Heathen Oracles, may in the 
jufteft and fulled fenfe be applied to the ftriking circuta- 
dances at prefent under our coil fiderat ion in Chriftian Pro- 
phecy. / 

" Quid quaeris, CarneadesJ cur haec ita fiant, aut qua 
arte perfpici poflint ? Cafu, inquis. Itane vero ? Quidquam 
poteft cafu effe factum, quod omnes habet in fe numeros vc- 
ritatis ? Quatuor tali jacti cafu Venereum efficiunt ; num 
etiara centum Venereos,fi 400 talos jeceris,cafu futuros putas ? 
Adfperfa tejnere pigmenta in tabula, oris Uneamenta effingere 
pofluntj num etiam Veneris Coae pulchritudinem effingi 
pofle adfperfione fortuita putas ? Sus roftro fi humi A li- 
teram imprefierit > num propterea fufpicari poleris, Andro- 
macharrfEnnii ab ea poffe defcribi ? Fingebat Carneades> 
in Chiorum lapicidinis faxo diffiflb caput extitifle PanifcL 
Credo, "aiiquam non ditiimilem figuram, fed ceite non v ta* 
lem, ut earn factam a Scopa diceres. Sic enim fe profe&o 
r<$ habet, ut huhquam perfecle vfcritatem cafiis imiteturi 1 * 
Lib. i. feet. 13. 

This agreement would undoubtedly have been conclufive 
in favour of the infpiration of Heathen Oracles, had all the, 
predictions been fulfilled; whereas from the general hiftory 
of Oracles, as well as from the authority of Cicero in. this 

02 very 
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conrcfpondencc in fo many inftanees, we 
need not hefitate to affert, that where it 
exifts, it cannot be the refult of accident ; 
and where it does not exift, it cannot, by 
the mod ingenious and laboured efforts of 
art, be plaufibly made to appear. 

i 

For the purpofe of rendering the pre- 
fenjt argument, ftill clearer and more forci- 
ble, let us fuppofe that the general atten- 
tion was now for the firft time directed to 
a feries of maps, in which were marked 
out many great and fplendid cities, their 
gates, their temples, their palaces, and 
their caftles, their principal ftreets, the rivers 
that flow through them, and in many in- 
ftanees even the fmaller and more obfcure ■ 

9 

avenues. Let it be fuppofed, that fuch a 
colle&ion was prefented to public view, 
without a fingle explanatory fentence ; 
that the contents were ^examined by men, 
who pofleffed an extenfive knowledge of 
foreign countries ; and that they unani- 
moufly agreed in applying the feveral. 

very treatife, it is evident, that they mojl frequently failed. 
On the contrary, as it has been already fhewn in this Lee- 
ture, the Chriftian Prophecies invariably received a complex 
ticm. 

maps, 
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maps, each to fbme particular metropolis : 
fhould we not immediately conclude, that 
fuch a refemblance was intended ; that it 
could not be the effe& of chance, and that 
the author purpofed to defcribe the feveral 
cities, the defcriptions of which are re- 
Ipe&ively given ? It is not poffible that 
any reafonable> enquirer can entertain a 
doubt upon the fubje&. Such in general ; 
is precifely the cafe with refpeft to Jewifli 
and Chriftian Prophecy. The coincidence' 
of the lacred Oracles with fubfequent 
events is equally ftriking, bears as evident 
marks of deiign, and is abundantly fuffi- x 
cient to eftablilh, beyond the poffibility of 
doubt in every reafonable mind, the divine 
inspiration of the Prophets. 



/ 



/ 
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^ DANIEL ii. io, n, 

THERE IS NOT A MAN UPON EARTH THAT 
CAN SHE\fr THE KING'S MATTER : THERE"- 
FORE, THERE IS NO KING, LORD, NOR 
RULER, THAT ASKED SUCH THINGS AT 
ANY, MAGICIAN, OR ASTROLOGER, OR 
CHALDEAN.' . 

AND IT IS A RARE THING THAT THE ltlNG 
RECtUIRETH. ANI> THERE IS NONE OTHER 
THAT CAN SHEW IT BEFORE THE KING,- 
EXCEPT THE GODS^ WHOSE DWELLING IS 
NOT WITH FLESH, 

■r- 

IN order to prove the divine infpiration 
of the Prophets, it is indifpenfably necef- 
fary to fhew, that the events predi&ed 
were of % fuch a kind as to lie entirely out 
of the reach of the natural forefight of 
man. I have already obferved, that hu- 
man fagacity, affifted by long experience, 
may arrive at a very confiderable degree 

G 4 of 
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of (excellence in difcovering confequences, 
which a common mind is altogether inca- 
pable of difcerning. ' Let an accurate ob- 
ferver ftudy the paffions of man, and the 
hiftory of the human race ; let him ac- 
cuftom himfelf to tyace events from their 
firft caufes, to their moft remote effe&s ; 
let him penetrate the latent policy of the 
nations which lie around him, with the 
power which they poflefs of giving effi- 
cacy to their defigris : — he may at length 
be enabled fometimes to unveil the fcenes 
of diftant times, which are concealed from 
general view, and to predift a variety of 
events, fome of which, depending upon 
caufes fubjed to his fpeculation,will occur in 
their proper feafon, and fecmingly fan&ion 
his pretentions to a knowledge of futurity. 
Hence the perfon moft fkilful in conjec- 
ture was reprefented by the Greek trage- 
dian a as moft worthy of the name of Pro- 
phet. And in the fpirit of the fame prin- 
ciple, according to the annals of antiquity, 

* Morn* y etpros, ootk i<xo£fi koctox;. EURIPIDES. 

Thus tranflated by Cicero : 

Bene qui conjiciet, vatem hunc perhibebo optimum, 

J)c Divinatione, lib. ii. fe&> 5. 

a fpe- 
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a fpecies of divination was fuppofed to rck 
fide % in Thales, the Milefian philpibpher^ 
and Epimenides, tke poet of Crete, from 
this fource alfo was probably derived thfl 
opinion, prevalent among all nations, that 
Qicn at the ; ^pproaph of dejath are fo«no-» 
tiroes widowed, with the gift of Prophecy. 
And hence the experience of age has been 
represented as bearing a difiant refem^ 
blance to the (train of the Prophet. 

The enemies of Chriftianity ia^e fully 
fenfible of the weight, which is due to an 
objeftion drawn from this fource. They 
have reprefenteii the facred Writers, a$ 
men endowed with a keen difcernment* 
and capable of forefeeing very remote con^ 
fequences. They boldly fuppofe them ta 
have rifqued a variety of probable predic- 
tions, fome of which, being thus founded 
upon an intimate knowledge of the na- 
tural courfe of human events, have been 
accomplifhed ; while others, which were 
hazarded upon groundlefs conjedure alone, 
continue without application, and are fi- 
lently negleded. 

Too fevere a wound might be gives to 

the 
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the feelings of the pious Chriftian, were I to 
lay before him the expreffions of impious 
levity,, with which this artful objection has 
ht6n ly repeatedly enforced. The danger, 
hoifreve*, to which our Religion is expofed 
by fuch/a mode of attack, is alarming in a 
. vtjry high Hegree. Though «the Theolo- 
gian 5 may inftantly difcern the falfehood of 
tk$ affertion> the weaknefs of the argu- 
ment, arid the indecent fcurrility of the 
language; yet the ignorant may be de- 
ceived, the gay may be dazzled by the vi- 
vacity of the thought, and the fuperficial 
may be mifled by the fpecioufnefs of an 
obje&ion, the futility of which they pof^ 
feft not the ability to dilcover^ In this age 
of daring Infidelity, when our adverfaries, 
rafting afide all fenfe of decorum and 
manly ingeriuoufnefs, for the fake^pf adapt- 
ing their objections to the capacities of the 
inferior' orders, have proceeded in open 
Aefiaricie of truth and hpneft argument, it 
becomes us to be doubly vigilant, and not 
only to enforce the evidences of Chriftian- 
ity, but to enforce them in fuch a manner 

. as may beft be- calculated to t oppofe the 
particular mode of attack adopted by the 

* modern; Sceptic. 

* i In 
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In order to exjiofe the futility of the. 
obje&ion juft Hated, it is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to prove in a variety of impor- 
tant inftances, that the events predicted 
by the facred Writers were removed fair 
bieyond the reach, of human forefight, 
and could never have been fele&ed as 
fair fubj feds of ingenious conjecture by 
impoftors. In my laft Difcourfe I en* 
deavoured to Ihew, that thefe events fre- 
quently occurred in an x age long fubfe- 
quent to that of the Prophet, were cir- 
cumftantiajly defcribed, were frequently 
novel, were very numerous, and aptly co- 
incided with the predidion. Through the 
following Difcourfe it will be my objed: 
to prove, that, in many of the moft im- 
portant Prophecies, the occurrences fore- 
told muft, from their peculiar charader, be 
univerfally and inftantly acknowledged to 
have been indifcernible during the age of 
the Ptophet ; and that in others they were 
the very reverse of what a judicious de- 
ceiver, judging from the appearances be- 
fore him, would have itiippofed likely 

TO TAKE PLACE, 

On the days immediately preceding the' 

1 ' crur 
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CJrtJcifixion, our blcfled Lord difclofed wit& 
clearnefs and accuracy, which nearly refem- 
bje the detail of the hifborian, ipnany of the 
tpoft memorable cirCumftance& ^vith which 
the iiege of Jerufalem would be attended- 
The aftoniihing forefigbt, which he mani- 
fefted, by defcribjng the figns, the manner, 
an4 the exa& time of the deftnu&ion of 
the hply city, muft, if maturely confidered> 
overpower the mind of the Chriftian witfe 
wonder and conviction. But the circum- 
ftance, which perhaps moft effectually 
raiies this predi&ion above all fufpieion of 
its being the refult of human fagacity, is 
the entire deftru&ion which it reprefented 
as awaiting the vaft edifice of the Temple; 
4€ Before this generation pais away/* {akt 
the holy Founder of Chriftianity, when ho 
beheld the magnificent pile, " not one ftone 
ihall be left upon another.'* Even if we 
fappofe, what muft only be fuppofed for 
the fake of the argument, that the conqueft 
of Jerufalem could be conje&ured from the 
prevailing fpirit. and circumftances of the 
times;, yet the total deftru&ion of the 
Temple was not the neceflary, or even the 
probable, confequence of fuch a calamitous 
event. Its prefervation would rather have 

been 



SERMON IH. $$ 

been the theme of a fagacious pretender to 
trophecy. I will not here infift upon the 
ftrength of this fortrefs, both natural and 
artificial, which the Jewilh hiftorian has 
;rcprefented as one of the moft b impregna- 
ble which had ever been ere&ed in the 
world. Even the conqueror, furveying it in 
ruins, and difcovering that it could not, if 
fkilfully defended, have been ihaken by mili- 
tary engines, nor ftormed by the moft intre- 
pid hoft, acknowledged the abfolute incom- 
petence of the human inftruments, and 
afcribed its demolition to the manifeft in- 
terference of God c . Independently of thefe' 
confiderations, it muft have been evident, 
in the age of our Saviour, that, whatever 
might be the fate of the city and of its 
inhabitants, in confequence of the ftub- 
born hostility of the Jews, and the inve«r 
'terate fury of the Romans, it would be the 
common obje&, both of the vidlors and the 
vanquifhed, to fave this venerable building 

from deftru&ion. 

i ■ • 

The Jews, trufting in their own mis- 
taken interpretation of the ancient Pro- 

* Jafephw, b. v. 14: c Jofephus, b. vi. 43. 

phfets, 
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phets, considered their Temple placed un- 
der the immediate prote&ion of .the Al- 
mighty, as fecure from mortal violence* 
and immoveable as the ground, on which 
it flood d . So infatuated were they by this 
blind confidence, that, when their city was 
given up for plunder to the legions, they 
rufhed, fecure of fafety, into the burning 
ifles of the San&uary, and thoufands pe- 
rifhed in the ruins. 

If we examine the annals of the Ro-r 
mans, we Shall difcover, jhat, during the 
ppriod of their grandeur and prosperity*, 
which long preceded the fall of Jerusalem, 
when the Spirit of rivalfhip no longer pre- 
vailed, which in the earlier ages of the re* 
public had occasioned the deftru&ion of 
Corinth, Carthage, and Numantia, it was 
the cuftom of that great people to pre- 
ferve entire the Stupendous monuments of 
their victories. The chief cities of the 
conquered kingdoms were permitted to 
ftourifh as tributaries of Rome, The 
works of elegant art alone, with which 
they were enriched, were carried away to* 

d Phila de Monarch, p. 821. Vit. Mof. ii. p. 6$6. ' 

grace 
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grace the triumph of the general aij4 
adorn the capital of the empire. Thus 
Alexandria, the emporium of Egypt; ..A- 
theps, the feat of fcience ; and the fpl$n$d 
and opulent cities of Alia Minor, continued 
entire after their fubj ligation, and Con- 
tributed to the , glory and profperity of 
their conquerors. k In addition to the above 
argument, let it be remembered, as ano- 
ther ftrong reafon for the probable preferv- 
ation of the Temple, that it was the uni- 
form policy of tfee Romans to refped: the 
religious prejudices of the conquered coun- 
tries. So accommodating were their max- 
ims of univerfal toleration, that within the 
regions of Paleftine, in compliance with 
the wifhes of its inhabitants, they even 
lowered their imperial eagles, and delifted 
from their defign of ere&ing the ftatue of the 
Emperor in the fancftuary of Jehovah. So 
powerful was the influence of this princi- 
ple among their commanders, at the pe- 
riod of which we are fpeaking, that the 
illuftrious chief, who conduced the fiege 
of Jerufalem, manifefted a mod ardent 
anxiety for the prefervation of the Tem- 
ple. At the commencement ofvhis mi- 
litary operations, he repeatedly folicited 

the 
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the Jews to fave. the magnificent build- 
ing; and again, at the ftorming of the 
city, when a brand had been thrown within 
the pile by the hand of a foldier, he in- 
fta&tly commanded his legions to extin- 
guilh the flames. It was natural, there- 
fore, to iuppofe, that, even under the moll 
extraordinary and defperate circumftances, 
they would be indticed, in conformity with 
their ufual principles of toleration, to pre- 
ferve the Temple of Jerufalem. 

From thefe confiderations it fnuft ner 
teflarily be inferred, that to a Jew, during 
the reign of Tiberius, the demolition of 
that facred edifice muft have appeared ab- 
fblutely impoffible : and, even if its poffi- 
bility had been admitted, that its demoli- 
tion by a Roman c army muft have ap«* 
peared Angularly improbable, as that peo>- 
ple feemed to be engaged by the ftrongeft 
thotives to favour its prefervation* 

In paffing from the confideration of fin- 

* The Romans were marked out with a confi Jcrable de- 
gree of precifenefs by our Saviour : and it was evident, that 
they were the only people in the world likely to contend 
with the Jews before the paiftng away of that generation. 

gle 



S E R M t) N III. 97' 

glc edifices to that of the imperial cities, our 
aftonifhment will be ftill more powerfully 
excited, by the extraordinary fubje&s of 
fome predi&ions fo oppofite to thofe, which 
an inipoftor would have been induced to 
feleft. When Nineveh and Babylon, thofe 
mighty feats of empire, the pride of early 
ages, and the wonder of all fucceeding 
times, had advanced to the higheft ftate of 
greatnefs and fplendour, the moft ftriking 
pi&ures were drawn by the Prophets of 
their overthrow and defblation. The entire 
deftru&ion of two cities eminently the moft 
formidable which have ever appeared in the 
world, was in the higheft degree improba- 
ble. Much, undoubtedly, may be conjee* 
tured by the fpeculative mind, from a 
knowledge of the revolutions of empires, 
and of the inftability of human gran- 
deur : but vaft capitals, overflowing with 
inhabitants, and enjoying dominion over a 
confiderable portion of the earth, muft 
have appeared to the fpe&atpr> who gazed 
in aftonifhrgent upon them, to be ex- 
empted from the v general lot, and to be 
railed above the reach of fortune N and mor- 
tal decay. - 

• * 

h In 
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In tkofe early periods of fbciety, the 
Pfophet could not have been emboldened 
by fimiiar examples, colle&ed from the 
varied hiftories of nations. Cities, pofTefTed 
of fmall power, and of a limited territory, 
might, in the time of the Prophet, havt 
been fubverted in war, or have filently 
funk into ruin : but no inftance had then 
occurred, in which the metropolis of a 
mighty empire, or even of a great king- 
dom, had been rooted up from its founda- 
tions> and had totally, difappeared from the 
earth. 

« , • 

Even had the Prophets been gifted with 

a knowledge of the fortunes of all the 
great cities, which were in future to ap- 
pear, they would by no means have found, 
that they all terminated in that complete 
definition, with which Nineveh and Ba- 
bylon were threatened. Though fpoiled of 
their grandeur, and deprived of their autho- 
rity, they have generally continued to exift, 
and have exhibited, even in their fallen 'ftate, 
the monuments of their former magnifi- 
cence. Athens, Alexandria, and Conftan- 
tinople; Bagdat, the pride of the Saracens; 
and Rome, the miftrefs of the world; thefe, 

and 
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and many other places, once fplendid and 
glorious, have furvived the empires, over 
which they prefided, and ftill occupy the 
rank of cities. 

But whatever may be the final condi- 
tion of great capitals in general, the pecu- 
liar character of Nineveh and Babylon 
muft have appeared to exempt them from 
the common doom. Their vaft extent, 
the means of annually raifing a great ftore 
of provifions within their circumference, 
the enormous height and bulk of their 
gates, towers, and walls,- and the gigantic v 
appearance of their facred edifices ; all thefe 
feemed to give them means of duration 
eminently beyond what have been enjoyed 
by any other city. They appeared to be 
rooted, like mountains, to the foil, and to 
be unmoveable but by fome violent con- 
vulfion of nature. Under . thefe peculiar 
circumftances, how oppofite to all, which 
human artifice would have uttered, were 
the expreflions of the Prop % *ets, which 
doomed thofe citiejs to complete and final 
deftrucSion ! 

Though this total demolition was an 

n z x event, 
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event, which, no man could reafbnably ex- 
pect $ yet the particular fpecies of ruin, 
which was predicted to Babylon, muft have 

- appeared even more improbable. They 
were both fkuated upon the fide of great 
rivers ; yet the defblation foretold to the 
one was of that peculiar fpecies, which is 
occafioned by the overflow of waters ; and 
that of the other was entirely independent 
of the ftream, by which its walls were 
wafhed. In exa& conformity with the 
exprefiions of. the Prophet, the f traveller 

♦ now wanders iij vain along the banks of 
the Tigris, in fearch of the ruins of Ni- 
neveh : whilft within the broken " arches 
and. rifted walls of Babylon 5 , buried in 
filth, and loathfogne with infe&ion, where 
the foot of man feldom treads, the deadly 
ferpents hifs, and the owl and the bittern 
inhabit* There the Arabian never pitches 
bis tent, nor does the fhepherd make his 
ibid : but wild beafts of the ifland cry in 
the defolate houfes, and dragons in the 
pleafant palaces. And let it be remem- 
bered, that the meajns, without which 



f Nahum i. 8, 9. ii. it. 
, * Ifaiah xx.. 20, 2.1, %2. Jeremiah 1. 39. 
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this city could not have been reduced to 
its prefent peculiar ftate of ruin, muft have 
been placed entirely out of the reach of 
human forefight. It wa§ occasioned by an 
enterprize perhaps the moft wonderful 
which hiftory records, . the turning of a 
great river from its channel, and the de- 
pofition of its waters in a vaft artificial 
bafon. The ftream was never again con- 
fined entirely within its natural bed ; and 
the vapours engendered by its ftagnation 
in the furrounding plains and " marfhes, 
drove away* the fickening inhabitants, and 
thus gradually difpeopled the city. 



If the complete and lafting defblation 
of a great city cannot be forefeen by hu- 
man fagacity, Hill greater muft be the dif- 
ficulty of foretelling the " permanent de- 
bafement of a powerful and extenfive ter- 
ritory. Yet Ezekiel declared, in the moft 
exprefs terms, that the kingdom of Egypt" 
fhould no more be governed by its own 
native princes, but fhould fink for ever 
into the batfeft and moft fervile condition. 
More than two thousand years have now 
elapfed fince this Prophecy was delivered 
to the world. The fortune of kingdoms 

h 3 bears 
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bears a ftriking refemblance to the for- 
tune of • individuals. The fluctuations of 
adverfity and profperity may be equally 
obferved in both. There is not, perhaps, 
a fpot upon the globe, of which, look- 
ing down through the long fuccef^on 
' of time, and contemplating the capricious . 
reverfes of fortune, we might venture to 
declare fuch a continued humiliation, as 
that which the Prophet pronounced againft 
Egypt. Even the unfruitful marfhes of 
Batavia haverifen to opulence, diftindion, 
and power. While upon the fmall and 
barren iflands irj the Adriatic, whofe tops 
fcarcely rife above the waters, the Vene- 
tians ere&ed a power once formidable 
* throughout the world, which the united * 
efforts of nearly all the moft powerful na- 
tions of Europe were unable to fhake. 

But of all the countries of the world, 
Egypt, in the age of Ezekiel, was that, upon 
which it was peculiarly improbable, that 
the hard condition of unceafing fervitude 
fhould be impofed. There the human 
mind had made fome of its earlieft and moft 
aufpicipus efforts. It was long the gene- 
ral opinion, that there the laws of fbciety 

had 
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had been difcovered, and the fountains of 
fcience opened. Though the refearches of 
the modern fcholar into Indian antiquities 
may at length induce us to fiippofe, that 
the inhabitants of a more eaftern country 
are juftly entitled to the honour of many 
of thofe ufeful difcoveries, which have hi- 
therto been afcribed to the Egyptians ; yet 
unqueftionably that ingenious people were 
very early diftinguifhed by an ardent fpirit 
of enterprize, and a peculiar happinefs of 
invention. The ftupendous monuments 
of art, which ftill lie fcattered over the 
banks of the Nile, atteft the vaftnefs of 
their defigns, and the extent of theif power. 
The earlieft profeflbrs of literature, and 
the firflt founders of civil polity in Europe, 
and in the more weftern provinces of Afia, 
travelled into Egypt, and there acquired a 
knowledge of the fundamental principles 
of fcience and government, which, at their 
return to their refpe&ive countries, they 
advanced to a. very high degree of perfec- 
tion ; and thus moft effentially contributed 
to the ornament and dignity of human 
life. 1 

But if we omit the coniideration of 
thefc advantages^ which muft be ackpow- 

h 4 ledged 
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prepared to yield herfelf, a weak and igno- 
ble, province, according to the decifion of 
diftant kingdoms, whofe interefts arc in* 
volved in her fortunes* 

* 

To predict the difcriminating charac- 
terises of the inhabitants of a large terri- 
tory, which would be unchangeable through 
all future time* muft, if poffible, lie ftift 
farther out of the reach of « human ability, 
than to foretd their endlefs fubje&ion. 
This ftrong -proof of divine infpiration is 
ftrikingly exhibited in the Prophecy deli- 
vered refpe&ing the defcendants of Ifh- 
mael. Even when a people have arrived 
at maturity % and have difplayed thfe dif- 
-tinguiihing features of their national cha- 
rafter, it is impoffible to forefee, that thofe 
features will -for ever remain unaltered. 
The great map of the world, even upon a 
fuperficial furvey, will fupply us with forci- - 
ble evidence of the rafhnefs of fueh an at- 
tempt. The countries, which it brings 
within our view, will recal to our imme- 
diate recolle&ion the varieties of chara&er* 
through which their inhabitants have fe- 
verally pafled. The vaft continent of A- 
merica i§ gradually undergoing an entire 

change^ 
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change, in confequence of the difcoveries 
of Columbus* The Europe of the ancient 
world differs as widely from the Europe 
of the prefect ag^, as the haughty and 
oppreffive principle of republican Rome, ' 
from the meek and benevolent fpirit of 
Chriftianity. The vales and mountains of 
Greece, once the feat of freedom, elegance, 
and the arts, are now ignobly tenanted by a 
race of ilothful and willing Haves. 

If then we are compelled, by the force 
of general experience, to allow, that the 
permanence of any peculiarities already 
exifting among a people c^n not be fore- 
men even with the flighteft degree of cer- ' 
tainty, We lhall be obliged to acquiefbe in 
the divine origin of the Prophecy now un- 
der confideration, which was delivered un- 
der circumftances Angularly unfavourable 
to fiich a foreknowledge. Before this pe- 
culiar caft of national charafter had begun 
to difplay itfelf, before the child was born, 
from whom the nation was to fp4ng, it; 
was clearly and ftrikingly delineated. 



The very chara&eriftics, it may fu 
be urged, were lingular in their kind; 



further 

and 
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have not fincc been paralleledin the annals* 
of hiftory. The Arabians were to be a 
wandering and k uiifettled people ; they 
were never to be fubjeft to a foreign yoke; 
and they were to be at conftant enmity 
with all mankind. If, therefore, we were 
difpofed to allow, that, in the greater num- 
ber of inftances, the national character con- 
tinues unvaried through the revolutions of 
ages, ftill it was in the higheft degree im- 
probable, that fuch diftin&ions as thofe, by 
which the Arabs are marked, would un- 
ceafingly remain ; and it is art abfolute ab- 
lurdity to fuppofe, that their continued 
duration could have been forefeen by the 
natural penetration of 3. theorift, before 
they had even begun to exift. 

The region inhabited by the Arabs is 
not remote or infulated, feparated from fe- 
cial life, and therefore exempt from the 
influence, which naturally refults from in-' 
tercourfe with other countries. It is fi- 
tuated in that portion of the globe, in 
which fociety originated, and the firft 
kingdoms were formed. The greateft em- 

* • k Gendis xvi, ia. 
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pires of the world arofe and fell around 
them. They have not been fecluded from 
correspondence with foreign nations, and 
thus attached through ignofance and pre- r 
judice to fimple and primitive manners. 
In the early periods of hiftory they were 
united as allies to the moil powerful mo- 
narchs of the E^ft : under their vi&orious 
Prophet they once carried their arms over 
the moft confiderable kingdoms of the 
earth : through many fucceeding ages, the 
caravans of the merchant^ and the compa- 
nies of Mahometan pilgrims, pafled regu- 
larly over their d'eferts : even their reli- 
gion has undergone a total change. :Yet* 
all thefe circumftances, which, it might 
be fuppo(ed, would have fubduedithe moil 
ftubbofn prejudices, and altered the moft 
inveterate habits, haye produced no effeft 
upon the Arabs, and they ffcill prefer ve un- 
impaired a moil exa<St refemblance to the 
firft defcendants of Iihmael. < > 

Their habits of life, far from inducing, 
the furrounding nations to leave them to 
a peaceable enjoyment of their native wild- 
nefs and independence, muft have con- 
ftantly aWakened a general fpirit of refenfa- 
, njent, 
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inent, ahd given birth to combinations 
moft dangerous to their fecurity. Exclu- 
sive of the love of glory and empire, which 
would prompt the more ambitious fove- 
reigns to ahne£ Arabia to their dominions, 
it muft have been the common caufe of 
kings 'and of people, to reduce to fubjec-r 
tion, or utterly to extirpate, a race of law- 
less and daring wanderers, who confidered 
themfelves as releafed from the opera- 
tion of the eftablifhed laws of lbcial life* 
atid arrogated the right of violence andv 
plunder, as an heritage bequeathed to them 
from heaven. They were not therefore 
hegle&ed or defpifed. The moft illuftriom 
conquerors of the world marched thfeir ar- 
mies againft them. But in vain was their 
(ubjfc&ion attempted by the Egyptians, the 
Aflyrians, and the Persians, when in the 
meridian of. their power. - Alexander, after 
lubduing the kingdoms of the Eaft, was 
preparing an expedition againft them, when 
his death intercepted the defign. Five 
limes did the Roman legions, conduced 
by their moft renowned generals 1 and em- 
perors, attempt to teduce Arabia to a tri- 

1 Lucullus, Pompey, iElius Gallup Trajan, Severus.' 

v butary 
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butary province : and 'five times did they 
feturn unfuccefsful from the.deferts, and 
leave the Arabs free. This uniform failure 
muft not be attributed to human caufes 
alone. Large armies have frequently fiib- 
lifted within their hot and fandy plains, 
which areinterfperfed with rich and moft 
delightful fpots, where the fountain and- 
the grove of palm afford (hade and refrefti- 
tnent to the exhaufted foldicr. But the 
expeditions were fruftrated, ibrtietimes by 
unexpected revolutions among their ene- 
mies, and fbmetimes by the moft tremen- 
dous interpofition of heaven m . And to 'the 
divine Infpirer alone, the Lord of heaven 
and earth, can we attribute this anomaly 
in the ftate of fociety,- the Work of his 
power* as well as the fubjedr of his Pro- 
phecy, which it is equally impoffible that 
humari ability Ihould produce, or human 
wifdom fortfee. 

But the Oracles of God do not refer to 
individual kingdoms alone; they include 



* Particularly in the expeditions conducted by Trajan 
tad Severus, See Dionyf. Hift. Kb. lxviti. p. 785. lib. lxxv; 
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within their comprehensive jfcheme the 
fortunes of the greateft . empires of the 
world* Thofe, which were given for this 
momentous end^ are , diftinguifhed by a 
linking Angularity in the mode of their 
delivery. The Prophet not only uttered ' 
the prediftion, but fubjoined the interpret 
tation. This circumftance, added to the 
peculiar clearnefs of the expreijftons, has 
caufed the ^writings of Daniel to bear a 
nearer refemblance to Hiftory than to Pro* 
phecy, and has induced fome bold and fii- 
perficial unbelievers unwarrantably to con- 
demn them, as the forgeries of an age fub- 
fequent to the refpe&ive events. 

w 

I 

The four great empires of the \yorld> 
with the triumphant ftate of Chriftianity, 
were clearly and ftrongly pourtrayed. We 
ihall be filent refpe&ing the firft and fe* 
cond empire. The Babylonian had reached 
the fiimmit of profperity in the age in 
which the Prophecy was delivered : and 
the Perfian, by which it was overthrown* 
fucceeded after fb fhort an interval of time, 
that its rifing fortune may be luppofed to 
have been difcemible by a fagacioxjs politi- 
cal obferver. 

In 
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In the age of Daniel, which preceded 
the conqtiefts of Alexander more than two 
hundred years, Macedon was a fmall and 
Uncivilized kingdom, fituated amidft wilds 
and mountains, undreaded and unknown. 
It was not diftinguifhed among the nations 
of the world by milifary valour, fuperiority 
of internal policy, or a national fpirit of 
eriterprize. It had not even obtained a 
name among the Grecian ftates : nor had 
thofe ftates, upon whofe ruins it afterwards 
arofe, advanced far in the attainment of 
that greatnefs, which for a time Ihone forth' 
with fuch uncommon brightness. 

In the age of Daniel, Rome could fcarcely 
be ranked among cities. It was a mean, 
and unimportant town, placed in a remote 
and uncivilized quarter of the globe, the 
name of which had not reached the im- 
perial court of Babylon. She was expofe4 
to conftant w&rs with the petty ftates » 
around her, in each of which her very ex- 
iftence was endangered. J^ong did fhe 
continue to ftruggle humbly in Italy, and 
6ven centuries elapfed before fhe took her 
flight above the nations, and .foared to 

fame and empire. 

1 " Five 
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Five hundred years after the age of Da- 
niel, a perfonage, who, uniting in a mira- 
culous manner the divine and human na- 
ture, has been regarded through all fuc- 
ceeding times as the everlafting Son of the 
high God, born in an obfeure village of an 
obfeure territory, poffeffed of no human 
means of attraction, and fupported by no 
earthly authority, promulgated a new Reli- 
gion, and difplayed figns and mighty won- 
ders* Though he was defpifed and rejected by 
his countrymen, and, after a fhort miniftry, 
was cut off by an ignominious death ; yet 
his Religion, triumphing at length over all 
oppofition, overthrew the altars of poly- 
theifm ; while the temples of the God, 
whofe will he revealed, were erfc&ed 
throughout all the faireft provinces of the 
globe. 

Now it cannot be conceived poffible, 
that any caufes favourable to the propaga- 
tion of Chriftianity could have been fub- 
jedl to the obfervation of the Prophet. 
Though human affairs were undoubtedly 
lb difpofed by divine Wifdom, as peculiarly 
to favour its fuccefsful progrefs ; yet they 
could not, it , is prefumed, have been ren- 
dered 
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dered effe&ive, except in conjun&ion with 
thofe miraculous 'powers, which were ac- 
tually diiplayed. And it may with truth 
Ibe afferted, that in the age immediately 
preceding its rife, and even at the time 
when its divine Founder firft appeared 
among mankind, no appearances could be 
difcerned, which to an uninfpired mind 
would afford the flighted prefage of the 
extraordinary event about to be accom* 
plifhed. No intimation of it could be di£> 
covered, except in the writings of the in* 
fpired Prophets, and in general rumour 
vague and fallacious, the confequence of 
erroneous explications of their meaning* 

Yet in the age of Daniel were clearly 
£redi&ed thefe three changes in the affairs 
of mankind, the moft momentous which 
hiftory records. The ch^ra&eriftics, by 
which they were refpe&ively diftinguifhed, 
were accurately delineated ; and the o^der, 
in which they fucceflxvely arofe, was faith- 
fully defcribed. The figures, under which 
the atchievements of Alexander were re- 
% prefented, point out the rapidity of his 
coaquefls, the univerfality of his domi- 
nion, and the quadruple divifion of his 

1 2 empire 
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empire among his favourite chiefs. Rome 
was depi&ed by the difference of its go- 
vernment from that of the preceding em- 
pires, by its greatnefs, and by its terrible 
and irreflftible power in war, by the fub- 
jugatiQn of the nations under its iron yoke, 
and by its proud rule over the whole 
globe. Chriftianity was defcribed as Si- 
lently emerging without the aid of human 
policy, holy and Spiritual in its nature, 
extending over all nations,' and enduring 
through all time. 

Weak, indeed, muft be the Sceptic, 
who, after a candid investigation of the 
fubjed;, fliall afcribe to the natural pene- 
tration of the. human mind Such a fore- 
knowledge of the greateft kingdoms and" 
of their chara&eriftic differences. Let the 
bdldeft'and moft fubtie fpeculator ftand 
forth, and take the next thousand years for 
the wide field of his Prophecies. Let him 
foretel the grandeft and moft furprifmg re- 
volutions, which will occur during that 
period, in the importance of which all 
other events are fwallowed up and loft : 
let the principles, and the agents, by which 
they Shall be effe&ed, be fuppofed, to be 

at 
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at this moment entirely concealed from his 
knowledge : let the order in which they 
fhall arife, and the diftinguifhing features 
by which they fhall be characterized, be 
accurately ppurtrayed : let the firft empire, 
to be founded upon the ruins of the moil 
flourifhing monarchies of the earth, be 
predicted as about to come forth, not from 
the bofom of civilized fociety, from a po- 
pulous territory, or a powerful kingdom, 
but from foftie rude and mountainous 
country, remote from the residence of the 
{peculator, and now obfclirely known: let 
the fecond empire, the future miftrefs of 
the world, be deftined to arife, when the 
firft fhall have pafled away, from fome dif- 
tant and unimportant town, the name of 
which has not yet reached our fhores : let ' 
the third revolution, far the moft remarkable 
both in its nature and its duration, and un- 
paralleled in the annals of all paft ages, be 
filently effected by a poor and humble in- 
dividual, wandering among unfbeial and 
bigotteel tribes, the members of which are 
regarded with contempt by the inhabitants 
of civilized regions : let the Sceptical fay, 
fubmit to our obfervation fuch a map of 
future hiftory, in which the events recorded 

13 are 
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are few, fimple, and in the highefV degree 
important; and let but one obferver, pof- 
feffed of cool and difpaffionate judgment, 
maintain, either that future occurrences fb 
fingular and momentous, the caufes of 
which have yet fcarcely begun to operate, 
with all their moft diftinguifhing pecu- 
liarities, can be brought to our knowledge 
by the happieft effort of human wifdom, 
or that, when boldly conje&ured, it lies 
within the compafs of our ideas refpe6ling 
the nature of human contingencies, that 
they fhall all really take place in the pre- 
cife order, with the feveral peculiarities, 
and to the full extent predicted : let but 
one djfpaflionate obferver be found, who 
ihall maintain either of thefe pofitions, 
and we may almoft venture to declare, 
th&t we will forego our belief in facred 
v Prophecy, and no longer exalt the predict 
tions of Sion above the frantic effufions of 
Heathen Oracles, or the wild conjectures of 
Heathen Augury. 

But the fpirit of Prophecy was once . 
manifefted on an occasion even more fin- 
gular perhaps than any, which ha* already 
been confidered. It forefhewed the future 

exiftence 
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exiftence of a fpiritual tyranny the moft 
extraordinary, to which the ambition and 
ingenuity of man have ever given birth, 
I fhall be pardoned, I truft, for repeating the 
defcription of this ftrange and moft formi- 
dable power. In the fixth century before 
Chrift, and again in more exprefs terms 
during the age immediately fubfequent to 
his appearance, it was predicted, that, at a 
diftant period n , when the Roman empire, 
then triumphant over the world, fhould 
fall into decay, a power , the name of 
which was hieroglyphically fpecified, fhould 
arife from its ruins, and fix p its feat of 
dominion in the ancient capital of the 
world; that this power fhould be founded, 
in the myftery of iniquity, and exhibit 
that prodigy in the moral and political 
World, which the Prophet emphatically de- 
nominated the Man of Sin ; that it fhould 
imppfe upon the credulity of its followers, 
by flagiiant falfelioods, arid an abandoned 
profligacy of deceit ; that it fhould alter 
the courfe of fociety, and even abrogate 
the 1 laws of nature, by forbidding both- 



■ Daniel vii. 7, 8, 24. a Theffaldnians ii. 6, 7. 
•Revelations xiii. t8. . p Revelations xvii. 9. 
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* marriage and the ufe of meats ; that it 
fhould fupport its ufurped authority by the 
moft relentlefs cruelty, by deluging r its 
extehfive territories with the blood of its 
enemies, or by driving s them forth, help- 
lefs and hopelefs, from all the comforts 
and charities of focial life ; that it fhould 

* impioufly lay claim to a fupernatural in- 
fluence^ and fubdue the untutored mind 
by pretended a&s of Omnipotence ; that, 

i deviating from the pure and fimple wor- 

fhip of the firft Chriftians, it fhould intro- 
duce u idolatry and the do<5irine of demons; 
and, negle<Sing the mediation of the ever 
bleffed Jefus, fhould fupplicate the divine 
Power through the intervention of departed 
mortals ; that it fhould carry up its blaf- 
phemous pretentions x to an height, which 
it is fcarcely poflible to contemplate with-, 
out feeljngs of awful apprehenfion, Should 
arrogate the incommunicable attributes, 
and omnipptent authority of the fupreme 

* i Timothy iv, 2. % 

* Daniel vii. 21, 25. Revelations xvii. 6. xviii. 24. 

* Revelations xiii. 16, 17. 

1 

f a Theflalonians ii. 9, 10. Revelations xiii. 13, 14. 
■ 1 Timothy iv. 1. Daniel xi. 38. 

* Daniel yii. 25. xi. 36. 2 Theffalonian* ii. 4, 

Being, 
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Being, and, feated in his hallowed temple, 
fhew itfelf to an, idolizing world, as the 
eternal and incompreheniible, God, the 
Lord of heaven and earth y : and laftly, 
that, hiving tyrannized more than twelve 
hundred years over the minds as well as 
perfbns of the greateft portion of the 
Chriftian world, it fhould fall at length 
into decay, and be z delivered over to con- 
demnation and endlefs perdition. 

Such are the features of the Papacy, 
than which no fyftem could have been 
devifed, more unlikely to arile from a 
perveriion of the do&rines and fpirit of 
the Gofpei. Though, in the Apoflolic age, 
to a prophetic eye the fatal power was 
then Ihewn to be working; yet by un- 
affifted human reafon the dawn of fuch a 
tyranny could not furely be difcerned. 
The imagination could fcarcely have con- 
ceived one more inconfiftent with the ipot- 



y Compare 2 Theflalonians ii. 4. with Bifhop Newtons 
account of the adoration paid to the new-elected Pope. 
" $>uem creatit, adorant" was the infcription ufed on, the 
medals of Martin V. See Newton's DiiTertations on the 
Prophecies. DuT. x*v. 

* Daniel yii. 25. Revelations xix. 19, 20. b . - 

left 
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lefs and unafluming character of primitive 
Chriftianity. - Had the ingenuity of man, 
Speculating upon the corruptions by which 
even the pureft gifts of divine benevojence 
are liable to be deformed, been employed 
during thofe early times in divining the 
probable perverfions, to which Chriftianity 
would be fubje& in its progrefs through 
a vicious world, he would not furely have 
been induced to predi£fc the proud pomp 
of fuperftition, nor the arrogance and ty- 
ranny of predominating power, nor the 
impious pretenfions of an affumed divinity. 
With much greater .probability might he 
Jiave apprehended the . temporary preva- 
lence of that lawlefs Spirit, of that equal 
, diftribution of property, and of thofe vifion- 
ary plans of fociety, which gave difturb- 
ance to Some parts of Germany at the 
period of the Reformation, and' were the 
Siibje&s of dangerous Speculation in our own 
country during the civil diflenfions of the 
laft century. Let me not be fuppoSed to 
infinuate, that our pure and holy Rcli- 
, gibn affords the Slighteft fan&ion or coun- 
• tenance to fuch deftrudtive principles. No. 
It marks them with decifive and unquali- 
fied difapprobation. I wifh merely to ob- 
serve* 

i 
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ferve, that, from the peculiar nature of 
fbme of the original doctrines of Chriftian- 
ity, and from the probable effeft of their 
operation upon corrupt or fanatical minds, 
fuch a ipecies of abufe was more likely 
than any other to arife. Hence it is rea- 
fonable to fiippcife, that an impoftor would 
naturally have fcle&ed this particular kind 
of perverfion, as the moft proper fubjeft of 
conjecture. But the real Prophets were 
filent upon this part of the fubjedt ; and v 
diiplayed their eloquence in defcribing 
events, the poffibility of which could 
fcarcely have been admitted, till it was 
fenfibly demonftrated by their occurrence. 

From the whole tenor of the preceding 
Difcourfe, it appears, that, in rtiany of the 
moft momentous inftances, the events fore- 
Ihewn were not only all in the higheft degree 
improbable, but fome the very reverse 
of thofe, which might naturally have been 
expected from the general courfe of hu- 
man "affairs, or the peculiar character of 
circumftances, as they exifted in the age of 
the Prophet. To afcribe therefore fuch a 
prefcience of the Prophets to a mere fpirit 
of fconje&ure, or to confider the comple- 
tion 
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tion of their predictions as the fortunate 
coincidence^ of circumftances, appears to be 
an a£t of grofs ignorance, of obftinate blind- 
nefs, or of wilful perverfion of the truth. 

Let it not be imagined that inftances 
illuftrative of the argument are* rare, and 
that thofe, which I have now adduced, can 
alone be difcovered among the numerous 
predictions of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment; I have expatiated more fully upon 
thofe few, for the fake of exciting the ctt- 
riafity of the inquifitive, and of inducing 
them to contemplate Prophecy at large, 
with a reference to the particular proposi- 
tion, which I have now endeavoured to 
confirm. When attention has once been 
awakened, numerous predictions will pre- 
fent themfelves, by which the truth of the 
pofition will be amply illustrated. 

What but divine inspiration could have 
inftru&ed Noah in that intimate know- 
ledge of futurity, by which he forefaw a 
the unceafing fervitude of the defcendants 
of his three fons ? 



a Genefiaix. 25, 26, 27. 

What 
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What but divine infpiration could have 
enabled the favoured Patriarch to mark, 
with ftich precifion, thofe difcriminating 
and feemingly inconfiftent circumftances 
in the future fortunes of his two Ions, Ja- 
cob b and Efau ; that the elder fliould de- 
light in war and violence, and yet be lub- 
je& to the younger ? 

What but the forefight of God could 
have conceived the poffibility, and what 
but the illuminating fpirit of God could 
have excited in Balaam the opinion, that 
the Ifraelites, a people entirely unknown to 
thp Prophet, fhould, in oppofition to every 
principle of national policy, and to fome 
of the ftrongeft inclinations of the human 
heart, always dwell c alone; in a feparate 
and peculiar ftatc of fociety ? 

What but the over-ruling influence of 
divine Wifdom could have imprefled upon 
his mind the final extin&ion d of the Ama- 
lekites, and efpecially at that particular fea- 
fon, in which they were confidered even 

b Genefis xxvii. 40. 5 Numbers xxiii. 9. 

1 Numbers xxiv. 22.- . . % 

by 
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by himfelf as the firft, the, moft ancient, 
and the moft powerful among the nations, 
which inhabited that part of the globe ? 

Who on principle, of mere human fpe- 

culation could have dared to predict the 
overthrow of Tyre by the power of the 
Chaldeans % in an age when Chaldea was 
yet in the form of a tributary province ; 
and when the Aflyrian empire, advanced, 
to its higheft ftate of power and profperity, 

r 

*was moft likely, if its overthrow was at all 
probable, to effe& the utter deftru&ion of 
that haughty city ? 

Was it probable in the age of Ifaiah* 
that the glory of the God of the Hebrews 
would be peculiarly advanced by the fu- 
ture fuccefles of a Perfian conqueror ? Is 
there not a coincidence in the higheft de- 
gree extraordinary, and inexplicable upon 
inere human principles, between the f pre- 
dictions of- that Prophet, and the a&ual 
proclamations of Cyrus ? In the former it 
is aflerted, that the founder of the Perfian 
empire would be elevated by the Almighty 

x e Ifaiah xxiii. 13. f Ifaiah xliv. xlv, 

to 
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to an uncommon height of power, fame, 
and riches, for the exprefs purpofe of mak-' 
ing knojyjn his name and glory to all the 
inhabitants of the earth. In the latter 
the s royal conqueror, contrary to the ge- 
neral pra&ice, publickly afcribes the merit 
of his vi&ories, not to the Eaftern deities, 
whom he and his fathers had worfbipped, 
but to the one only God, the Lord God 
of heaven, the Lord God of IfraeL 

Was it probable that the h Egyptians 
fhould be converted to the knowledge of 
the true God, and that the defcendarrts of 
Abraham fhould worfhip Jehovah, in that 
very land, in which their anceftors had 
been treated with unparalleled fe verity, 
and the inhabitants of which had iince 
been uniformly held forth as obje&s of 
their juft abhorrence and continued en- 
mity ? 

/ 

Was it not contrary to all probability in 
the days of the ancient Prophets, in the 
peculiar ftate of feparation in which the 



* Ezra i. i, 2, 3. 2 Chronicles xxxvi. 23. 
h I&iah xix. x8, *$.' 
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Jewifli people had been placed by the Al- 
mighty, that an univerfal Religion would, 
at a future period, be promulgated by an 
inhabitant of Judea, or that it would be 
generally received at the preaching of a 
Jew by the Gentiles ? 

Was it not contrary to dll probability inr 
the days immediately preceding the cruci- 
fixion, when the followers of our Lord, ter- 
rified, difpirited, and defpairing, were about 
to forfake him, and to flee, that neverthelefs, 
before the palling away even "of that gene- 
ration, his * Gofpel fhould be publilhed in 
all the world; and that at length it fhould 
obtain a complete and lafting triumph over 
the fuperftitfons of the earth, though in- 
evitably expofed to a general and moft in- 
veterate oppofition, from the mercenary 
views of the artificer and the prieft, from 
the pride of the philofbpher, from the 
power and policy of the magiftrate, and 
from the religious prejudices and corrupt 
pafflons of the people ? 

Was it not contrary to all probability in 



1 Matthew xxiv. 14. Mark xiii, 10. 

the 
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the days of our Saviour, that the inhabi- 
tants of Judea would be led away captive 
into all nations by-the Romans ? They had 
before yielded to the arms of Rome, and 
no fuch calamitous confequence enfued. 
Nay, it was the generous policy of that vic- 
torious people, almoft Uniformly obferved 
in the later ages of the ftate, to feave to 
the vanquifhed kingdoms the fecure pof- 
feflion of the greateft part of their terri- 
tories, and, in general, their national po- 
lity and the exercife of all their religious 
rites. In the inftaftce of the Jews alone, 
this cuftom was flagrantly violated : and 
it is not perhaps unworthy of remark, that 
it was violated, not by a ftern, capricious, 
and fanguinary tyrant, a Tiberius, a Cali- 
gula, or a Nero; but by a prince, who was 
the brighteft ornament of imperial Rome, 
whofe charailer was marked by an un- 
bounded fpirit of philanthropy, and who 
was diftinguifhed by the godlike appel- 
lation of the love and delight of man- 
kind k . 

The time would fail me, were I to pro- 

k Amor et deUcise humani generis, 

k ceed 
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ceed through all the 'numerous inftancer 
recorded in the facred Writings corrobo- 
rative of the principle, which has been ad- 
vanced* By thofe already given, curiofity 
may perhaps be excited, and the fource of 
enquiry opened. The more clofely this 
part/)f the fubjeft is purfued, the ftronger 
convi&ion will be produced of the infpira- 
tion of Jewifh and Chriftian Prophecy. 
Let the unprejudiced enquirer, inftead of 
feeking, like the Sceptic, for 7 doubts, or 
magnifying real difficulties and plaufible 
obje&ions, inveftigate the precife nature of 
the Prophecies, and refledl upon the pe- 
culiar circumffynces, under which they 
were refpedlively uttered. By fuch a 
mode of examination he will be enabled 
rationally to convince himfelf, that, at the 
time of delivery, their completion muft 
frequently 'have feemed direAly oppofite 
to prefent appearances, to reafonable expec- 
tations, and to the regular order of human 
occurrences. And let it be remembered, 
that he, who has once been firmly fixed 
in this perfuafion, will fcarcely be induced, 
even by the moft fpecious arguments, to 
renounce his faith in their divine origin, 

or 
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or to unite with the Infidel in reprefent- 
ing them either as the 4 effufions of wild 
vifipnaries, or the . frauds of artful impof- 



tors. 
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DEUTERONOMY iv. 34. 

f 

Ask now of the days that are past, 
which were before thee, since the 

DAY THAT GOD CREATED MAN UPON 
y THft EARTH ; AND ASK FROM THE ONE 
SIDE OF HEAVEN UNTO THE OTHER, 
WHETHER THERE HATH BEEN ANY SUCH 
THING, AS THIS GREAT THING IS, OR 
HATH BEEN HEARD LIKE IT. 

AN exhibiting the proofs of a divine in- 
terpofition in the inftance of Prophecy, it 
appears to be in the higheft degree ufeful, 
if not abfclutely neceflary, to eftablifh and 
enforce the pofitions advanced by multi- 
plied examples. From the operation of 
phyfical caufes, or from peculiar habits of- 
refle&ion,* or from favourite modes of re- 

k 3. fearch, 
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fearch, different minds are attradted and 
influenced by different illuftrations. Be- 
iides, the very circumftance of numbers 
and variety in the inftances adduced is 
productive of a powerful effect, and effen- 
tially contributes to the ,firm eftablifhment 
of our faith. And let it be Remembered, 
that the defender of Chriftianity is not oc- 
cupied, on thefe occafions, upon cold and 
abftradl reafbnings, nor does he labour 
merely to arrive at a kndwledge of truth : 
he ftrenuoufly endeavours, upon the moft 
'momentous fiibjecft, which can engage the 
attention or intereft the feelings of a rea- 
fonable and immortal being,, to overpower 
with conviftion the mind, which may 
anxioufly defire to be fatisfied ; but, from 
the extraordinary nature of the cafe, may 
be juftly fearful of affording a precipitate 
afTent. 

Though the predi&ions confidered in a 
former Lefture are eminently ftriking, and 
ought to fatisfy the moft fcrupulous en- 
quirer; yet they are unqueftionably ex- 
ceeded, in many important chara&eriftics, 
by a Prophecy perhaps the moft wonder- 
ful, which was delivered in the long courfe 

of 
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of divine Revelation. As, in the material 
world, different degrees of fplendour and 
magnificence are imparted to different pro- 
ductions of the almighty Creator : fo, in this 
courfe of the awful manifeftation of his 
Omnifcience, he has afforded a ftronger 
appearance of divinity to particular parts 
of his Revelation, though all are undoubt- 
edly raifed aboye human ability, and are 
equally worthy of God, 

The circumftance to which I allude is 
the prefent aftonifhing condition .' of the 
Jewifh people. As it is fubmitted to our 
daily obfervation, and is Angularly calcu- 
lated both to excite curiofity and to pro-, 
diice convi&ion, I have referved it* for 
the fiibjed: of a feparate Difcourfe, and 
lhall now confider it at large as forcibly 
illuftrative of the principle, which I have 
advanced, refpefting the frequent impro- 
bability of the events foretold by the 
ancient Prophets. , 

In reprefenting with fidelity the prefent 

condition of the Jews, for the purpofe 

of ftrojigly illuftrating and confirming the 

truth of Prophecy, it is impoflible not to 

t k 4 admit 
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admit fuch fentiments arid defcfiptions, as 
muft give pain to that unfortunate nation* 
Let it not, however be fuppofed, that 
this dtity is performed by the advocate of 
Christianity, without a confiderable degree of 
relu&ance* No fincere Chriftian can wan- 
tonly wound the feelings or aggravate the 
mileries of an affli&ed people*. Persecution, 

what- 

a The fincere Chriftian cannot without reluctance de- 
fcribe this humiliating condition of the Jews. The argu- 
ment however required a true and mod forcible ftatement ; 
and I am juftifkd in making it, not by general opinion 
alone, which may be erroneous from prejudice ; not by 
the fentiments of Voltaire, which fcepticifm may have 
warped $ but by the confeffion of fome of the politeft and 
moll liberal writers, who have ever appeared among that 
unfortunate people. I allude to the Letters of certain Jews 
to M. de Voltaire. Though coming forward in defence of 
their nation in general againft the virulent attack and ex- 
aggerated reprefentations of the French Infidel, they feem 
to defend only one particular fe6t of it. They make a wide 
-diftinction; between the Spanifh and Portugueze Jews, and 
all other jews, mentioned under the general title of. Polifh ' 
and Germans. Thefe latter, according to a ftatement of 
the Monthly Review, which was thought worthy of being 
admitted by them in a fubfequent edition into the body of 
their work, " fcattered over the whole Eaftern and Weftera 
€€ empires, have always lived, fince the time of Conftantine 
€( the Great, in Greece and Alia, and (ince that of Charlemagne 
*' in the weft, in oppreffion and mifery, looked upon as Haves, 
" and Inhumanly treated as fuch. And they are treated much 
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whatever form it may affumc, is utterly 
irreconcileable with the pure and gentle 
fpirit of our Religion. Though we know, 
that the lengthened fufferings of the Jews 
were decreed in the councils of divine 
Wifdom ; yet we alfo know, that the na- 
tions, whofe evil paffions have at different 
times been rendered inftrumental in their 
punifhment, were frequently in their turn 
reje&ed, when the dreadful office had been 
fulfilled* We acknowledge, _withfenfati'ons 
of grateful reipe<ft, that from the Jews we 
have derived the facred Oracles of God ; 



w In the fame manner now, even in Europe, almoft in every 
u part of Germany, at Venice, and in all the ecclefiaftical 
" dates." From this paflage, it is evident> that the Jews 
called German and Polifh muft constitute far the moil 
confiderable portion of the whole people. In thefe letters 
the Portugueze and Spanifh Jews are reprefented as not 
jdiftinguifhed, like the other defendants of Abraham, from 
die reft of mankind by deficiency in elegance, refinement^ 
and literature, but as elevated in mind above their * bre- 
thren of other nations, infbmuch that, even by the confef- 
fion of thofe very brethren, it has been fbmetimes fcarcely 
credited, that they were both of one common (lock. All 
other Jews, it is allowed by thefe writers, " are defpifed and 
u reviled on all fides, are often persecuted, and always in- 
a fulted : even human nature among them, it has been con- 
" feffed, is debafed and degraded f ." 

* 

1 
* Letters of certain Jews, &c. vol. i. jk €6. t.Io. p. 40. v 

that 
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that among them arofe the holy Prophet^ 
tod the glorious company of the Apoftles ; 
and that from among their brethren, in the , 
fulneis of time, the Son of God, the Sa* 
viour of the world, was born b . We are 
induced, moreover, to expe&, from ,the 
ftrong aflurance of PropRecy, that their 
difperfion and calamities will be but for an. 
appointed time ; and that they will finally 
be reftored to the favour of God* And 
"ivith fincerity and earneftnefs' we join in 
the pious and charitable petition of our 
Liturgy, that they may foon be brought 
home to the flock of our blefled Lord, and 
become with us one fold under one Shep- 
herd, Jefus Chrift, our common Saviour 
and Redeemer. 

On the prefent occasion, the argument 
requires me to ftate in forcible terms the 
fevere calamities, to which they have long 
been fubjedt, and which they ftill continue 
fat fome degree to fuffer. 

In an early age of the world, more than 
three thoufand years ago, a few poor and 

* See Newton on the Prophecies* Diff. viii. 

unim- 
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unimportant tribes, delivered from a (late 
of bondage and oppreffion, were wander- 
ing over a : barfeji and dreary wilderness. 
Their leader, the acknowledged minifter 
of HeavcBt, at the conclufion of long and 
fuccefsful labours, and the clofe of a holy 
life, prefehted to. their view an affe&ing 
pi&ure of their future condition, when 
they fliould have incurred the juft difplea- 
fure of their God. With ^ vigour of ex- 
predion, ^hich has never been exceeded, 
and with a minuteneft of detail, which has 
feldorri been equalled, even by the moil: 
accurate! hiflorian, he reprefented to them, 
that they fliould be c feattered among all 
people from the one end of the earth even 
unto the other; that d among thefe na- 
tions they fliould find no eafe, neither 
fliould the fole of their feet have rfcft ; 
that they fhould be fmitten e by the Lord 
with madnefs, and blindnefs, and aftonifh- 
ment of heart; that they fliould have a 
f trembling of heart, and failing of eyes, 
and forrow of mind ; that they * fliould 

c Deuteronomy xxvlii. 64. * Id. xxvlit. 65. 

• Id. xxviii. ,28. * Id. xxviii. 65. 

« Id. xxviiu 3 7. ' " .. 

become 
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become an aftonifhment,. a proverb, and a 
bye-word ; that 'they h fhould be opprefled 
evermore, and that no man fhoyld lave 
-them. It is added, that their l life fhould 
bang in doubt, and that they fhould fear 
night and day, and fhould haye hone affur- 
ance of their life ; that, in the bitternefs 
of anguifh, in the morning they fhould fay, 
, k Would God* it were even ! and at even 
they fhould fay, Would God it were morn- 
ing ! - Furthermore, it is declared, that 
though' they fhould^ be * difperfed £t*d af- 
flicted in this fevere and awful manner, 
yet that 'God l would not caft them away, 
nor abhor them to deftroy them utterly ; 
but that, as their m plagues were- great 
and wonderful, fb fhould they bp of long 
continuance ; and that n they fhould be 
upon them for a fign, and for a wonder, 
and upon their feed for ever. 

• 
Fromthe defcription of the Prophet let 
us turn to the annals of the Hiftorian. When 
the holy city of David had yielded to the vie- 

h Deut. xxviii. 29,31. » Id. xxviii. 66. 

k Id. xxviii. 67. l Levit. xxvi. 44. 

»«i D eu t. xxviii. 59, a Deut. xxviii. 46. 

torious - 
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torious arms of Rome, the inhabitants wcr6 
expelled from their native territory, and feat- 
tered through all the kingdoms of the worldj 
Since the- time of that calamitous event, 
they have wandered over every portion of 
the globe, without national poffeflions, an 
acknowledged constitution, or independent 
laws. They were reprefeoted by the Rod- 
man hiftqrian, as a&uated, previoufly to 
their difoerfion, by a fpirit of hatred to- 
wards the whole human race. Since that 
dreadful calamity, they have lived almoft 
conftantly in a ftate* of reciprdcal hatred 
with mankind. Though generally fub- 
miffive to the laws, and ftrangers to poll- 
. tical intrigue, they have frequently been 
expofed to pejrfecution and plunder, even 
with the connivance of governments, which, 
in all other inftances, have guarded as fa- 
cred the property of individuals. - ^Though 
abundantly poffeffed of riches, which ufually 
command the refpeft of mankind, and en- 
noble even ignorance and folly, they -have 
been generally treated with contempt by 
the ppwerfijl, and fometimes even followed 
•prith infult by the populace. They hav$ 
J>een driven from city* to city,< from ctoiiiv- 

txy 
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try to country : even their children ° havfc 
fometimes been forcibly taken from their, 
jparental proteftion, and educated in a re- 
ligion, which is the objeft of their heredi- 
tary aversion. Their lives have not unfre- 
quently been eftimated without any re- 
gard to the high importance ufually an- 
nexed to the exiftence of human beings* 
In Chriftian countries, and under regular 
governments, they have in fome inftances 
been facrificed , to a wanton and unrelent- 
ing ipirit of cruelty, in violation of alf 
laws human and divine, and in oppofition 
to the feelings of our nature. They feero* 
*s it were, to have loft their rank' in the 
creation, and to have funk nearly below 
humanity. Their fellow-creatures appear 
in many countries to have refufed to them 
alone the juftice due to all, and the com- 
panion inherent in man. 

Such is .the faithful though melancholy 
pifture of a people, once diftinguifhed bjr 



9 In Roman Catholic, countries, particularly in Spain 
and Portugal. Sec Newton on the Prophecies, and Pa- 
trick's Commentary on Deuteronomy xxviii. $2. 

the. 
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the peculiar favour of the Almighty $ foe 
whom the fea was divided in Egypt, and 
the fun flood ftill upon Gibeon; whofc 
laws were brought down from heaven, and 
whofe anceftors walked with God. 

Yet amidfl: multiplied inftances of op- 
preffion, mifery, and contempt, they have 
refolutely continued through feventeen hun* 
dred years a feparate ami diftinft people* 
Their God hath p not caft them away, nor 
abhorred them, to deftroy them utterly ; 
their great q and wonderful plagues, which 
were to be of long continuance, ftill re- 
main : the curfes are yet upon theip, which, 
in the ftrong language of Scripture 1 , were 
to be for a fign and for a wonder upon 
them and their feed for ever. .Not mingled 
and loft among the kingdoms, over which 
they have been fcattered, they retain the 
means, upon their returning obedience, of 
beholding their 8 captivity turned ; and of 
being gathered from the nations, and re- 
ftored to the land of their fathers *. 

, This 

v Levity xxvi. 44. «i Deut. xxvrii. 59. 

' r Dout. xxviii; 46, ^9. • Id. xxx. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

* The -paflages in the Pentateuch, which we have quoted, 

ajppear, 
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This is the part of the Prophecy, which 
hteonteflably places it far above the reach 
of human wifdom, or the fufpicion of im- 
poflure. If the claim to divine Revelation 
be reje&ed, it will not be in the power of 
the hiftorian or the philofopher to affign 
any caufe, which will fatisfa&orily explain 
this extraordinary condition of an whole 
people. Their continuance in fuch a fi- 
tuation is unexampled, and we may even 
venture to pronounce it miraculous. It 
cannot therefore be luppofed, that it could 
have been anticipated, by the mod faga- 



appcar, and are generally allowed, decisively to prove, that 
Mofes forefaw this extraordinary circumftance in the pre- 
sent fortunes of his countrymen. Our blefled Lord, (Luke ' 
xxi. 22.) when he predicted the approaching calamities of 
the Jews, exprefsly aflerted, that thole were the days of ven- 
geance, that all things, which were written, might be ful- 
filled. Jeremiah (xlvi. 28. xxx. 11. xxiii. 3.) and many 
other Prophets, (Ifaiah x. 21, 22. Ezekiel vi. 8, 9. Amos 
*x» 9.) predicted it in the moft exprefs language, which 
cannot be interpreted in any other fenfe, nor referred to any 
other times. The argument is hertf Hated as referring to the 
Prophecy of Mofes 5 though, if the application of the pa£- 
fages from the Pentateuch Should not be admitted, with fome 
flight alteration of the manner, and with no diminution of 
its force, it may be rendered equally applicable to the words 
of the later Prophets, of the precife fenfe of which i\q doubt 
can be entertained* 

.* .. cious 
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cious penetration, or the moft fortunate 
conj€<fture. 

If we reprefent to ourfelves an impof- 
tor, in the age of Mofes, defirous of ac- 
quiring reputation by a pretended know- 
ledge of futurity, every argument, which 
could have fuggefted itfelf to his under- 
standing, mud have difcovered the ab- 
furdity of the predi&ion, which he ven- 
tured to deliver ; and he may juftly be 
charged with either madnefs, or unpardon- 
able credulity, if he fuppofed, that its pof- 
libility would either be admitted by his 
hearers at the moment, or confirmed by 
the event in future. If he had turned his 
eyes around upon the nations, which were 
then prefented to his view, the general ap- 
pearance muft have forcibly difluaded him 
from hazarding fo unreafonable a conjec- 
ture. The predicted condition of his coun- 
trymen was contrary to the ftate of all the 
nations, which had previously exifted in 
the world, or were at that period in being. 
In the more refined ages of mankind, when 
the intercourfe between countries is fre- 
quent and extenfive, when commerce has 
united by a common band the xnoft re- 

l ' mote 
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mote regions, &nd liberality of ientiment 
has kindled a ipirit of toleration and urn* 
verfal benevolence, the habits and cuftoms 
of a foreign and diftant race .of men are 
not only endured, but are; in many in- 
stances, even courteoufly received by the 
natives. It is not fb among the rude hordes 
of primitive fbciety. The favage looks 
down with drfdain, or rifes with indigna- 
tion, upon all wjio are not of his tribe. 
He hates the cuftoms which differ from 
his own. The unknown intruders are ei*» 
ther exterminated at a blow, or gradually 
cxhaufted by unceafing oppreflion. When 
barbarians leave their native land, they are 
eithei: borne away by conquerors, or are 
animated to relinquifh it by a fpirit of en- 
terprise. In the former cafe, they are iboii 
reftored by the fortunp of war to the coun- 
try of their anceftors, or they impercepti- 
bly melt into one common people with 
their conquerors. In the latter, under the 
xondud of a daring and fuccefsful chief, 
they expel the, natives from a favourite ter- 
ritory, or they found an infant ftate amidft 
the waftes and folitude of nature. Such 
was the coridud of mankind from the ea*- 
lieft aeras of the world, to a period fubfe- 

quent 
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qucnt to the times of Mofes. It was not, 
therefore, from a fimilar fituation among 
other people, into which, according to the 
courfe of fociety, it was- natural to ima- 
gine, the descendants of Ifrael might fall, 
that the Prophet was induced to utter this 
predi&ion. The condition, as I have be- 
fore aflerted, was contrary to every exam- 
ple then prefented to his view, and un- 
paralled in the annals of all preceding 
ages. 

Had the hiftory of the whole future 
world been brought by anticipation within 
the knowledge of Mofes, the uniform 
courfe of focial life muft have convinced 
him, that even the exiftence of fiich a 
ftate of fociety as he defcribed, except un- 
der an extraordinary and immediate inter- 
position of God, was in tiie highefb degree 
improbable. Foreign tribes, when admitted 
into a country, gradually intermingle with* 
the natives, and, after ^he lapfe of a few 
generations, are blended and loft among 
the original inhabitants. Excited at once 
by principles of intereft, and by a natural 
ipirit of imitation, they foon poflefs in 
common the fame government, the fame; 

l % laws, 
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laws, the fame religion, and, after a longer 
icourfe of years, even the fame national 
chara&er, and the fame internal difpofitipn 
of mind. The modern kingdoms of Eu- 
rope were compofed, at their firft confti- 
tution, of very different races of mdh. The 
ferocious hordes of the north, defcending 
into the fertile and delightful provinces of 
the Roman empire, united themfelves with 
the natives of the diftri&s in which they 
refpedively fettled, and foon formed with 
them common and independent ftates. In 
what kingdom at this day can we diftin- 
guifti between the defcendants of the 
primitive inhabitants, and thofe of their 
barbarous invaders ? Who can feparate in 
Fr&nce the race of the indigenous Gauls, 
from the fucceflbrs of the Franks and Bur- 
gundians ? Where are the diftincl traces in 
Spain between the ancient Iberi, and the 
defcendants of their Gothic conquerors ? 
If we look round among our own coun- 
trymen, in vain fhall we endeavour to dis- 
cover the diftinguiftiing chara&eriftics of 
the refpe&ive families, which are derived 
from the Romans or the Saxons, from the 
Danes or the Normans, or from the ori- 
jpnal inhabitants of Britain. 
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If, withdrawing aur attention from the 
general cuftom of mankind, we confine it 
to the particular character of the Jewilh 
people, we fttall difcover that there was no 
peculiarity in their difpofition, which could 
authorize their leader to prddift fo won- 
derful a deviation from the . regular courfe 
of human nature. When we . examine the 
moft remarkable features of their national 
chara&er, as difplayed under the' divine go- 
vernment, we lhall find them to be of all 
ipen the leaft likely to have experienced, 
in thefe later times, fuch a ftriking Angu- 
larity of fortune. Jn the early ages of 
their hiftory, they were diftinguifhed by a 
culpable, nay almoft an unnatural eagerneis 
to foi^ake the worfhip of their God, and 
to adopt the fuperftitiohs of the furrQun^r 
ing nations. While they were fupported 
by the manifeft interpodltion of the Deity ; 
while his m^nna was falling from heaver* 
arid the pillar of fire was yet burning be^- 
fore their armies, they bowed down to 
other gods, and imkated the forbidden 
rites of idolaters. Even at the folemn 
foundation of their polity, arpidft the moft 
awful manifestations of the divide prefence 
upon tfce mountain, they erected the mol- 

l 3 ten 
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ten image in the adjacent valley. In the 
fubfequent periods of their hiftory, while 
ftill bleffed with the peculiar favour of the 
Almighty, they were frequently feduced ta 
defert his worihip, even while they beheld 
his repeated miracles, and were daily iup- 
ported by his power- Though they were 
invited, on the one hand, to a- dutiful fub- 
million, by the moft alluring profpeft of 
temporal rewards ; and were expofed, on 
the other, tQ an immediate infliftion of 
the tremendous punifliments, with which 
their rebellion was threatened : and though, 
in moft inftances, thefe rewards and punifh-' 
ments were the certain confequences of 
their piety, or of their difobedience ; yet 
they conftantly relapfed into idolatry, and 
polluted themfelves with the forbidden 
rites of the Heathens. While the tops of 
the hills werfe every where illuminated with 
the fires kindled to the bafe and imaginary 
deities of the nations, feven thoufand only 
in Ifrael remained faithful to the God who 
had conduced their fathers from the land 
of bondage. Yet this very people, when 
not only reje&ed by the Almighty, but 
fufFering tinder his fevere and vifible di£ 
pleafure, when fcattered over all the ha* 

bitable 
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bitable globe, and expoied through their 
whole exiftence to oppreflion, to ibrrow, 
and to fhame, notwithstanding all thefe 
ftrong and multiplied caufes for an union 
with the different nations of the world; were 
inflexibly to continue in a diftindt ftate* in 
manifeft contradi&ion to the uniform' fpi- 
rit of their anceftors, and to the cotnmon 
propenfities of nature. 

The hiftorian of the Decline and FalJ 
of the Roman Empire u , who has in many 
inftances borne ftrong though perhaps un- 
willing teftimony to the truth of Pro- 
phecy *, has noticed in a manner peculiarly 
{biking the ftrange inconfiftency in the 
charader of the Jews under the firft and 
under the fecond Temple, and, has thus un- 
intentionally given additipnal force to the 
miraculous nature of this extraordinary 
predi&ion. For the inconfiftency of the 
modern Jews, in their inflexible attach- 
ment to the Law of Mofes, is incompara- 

u See Gibbon's Roman Hiftory, v. i. c. t xv. p. 539. 4* . 

* See Whitaker s Pamphlet exprefsly written for the pur- 
pofe of (hewing the numerous inflances, in which the truth 
of facred Prophecy may be confirmed upon the authority 
of the Infidel hiftorian. 

L 4 bly 
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Wy more extraordinary than tKat of tho 
inhabitants of Judea after the captivity, 
at which the writer farcaftically expreflfe9 
amazement. The inference, however, which 
he infidioufly endeavours to draw from. tho 
. circumftahce, is very different from that, 
which the Chriftian may juftly derive from 
it. - 

There could be no peculiarities in the 
ehara&er of the Jews, or in the nature of 
their various eftabliftiments, fubje& to ob-* 
fcrvation in the age of Mofes, which might 
embolden an artful fpeculator to indulge 
fo extraordinary and improbable a conjec- 
ture refpe&ing their future condition. If 
we examine their national chara&er, with 
a reference to this particular fubjeft, as 
tircumftances unfolded it in fucceeding 
'times, we fhall difcover the moft decifive 
< r proOfs in fupport of this affertion. When 
fettled upon the Eaftern fliores of the Me-n 
ditertanean, they confifted of twelve tribes. 
Of thefe, ten \Vere difperfed in captivity! 
. over the Eaft. And though individuals may 
have returned in the reign of Cyrus with 
{he inhabitants of Judah to Jerufalem j yet; 
$he^ people at large, falling away by infen* 
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fible intermixture, at length totally difap-, 
peared among the natives of the countries, 
into which they had been conveyed ; while 
two alone have furvivcd a fimilar difper- 
fion, perfevering in the religion and cuf- 
toms of their anceftors, and exhibiting 
a wonderful phenomenon in the moral 
world. The government, the facred rites, 
the manners, the difpofition of the twelve 
tribes, were uniform in the age of Mofes. 
And no poffible reafon can be affigned 
why, while the greater number of them 
have apparently melted away into the 
ftream of focial life, the remnant have 
clearly, and in the full eft manner, verified 
the prediction, by refolutely refufing to coa- 
lefce, and by viewing with a fullen apathy 
the alluring and fplendid examples by which 
they are conftantly furrounded. Yet the 
Prophet exprefsly predi&ed the peculiar 
prefervation, which awaited the remnant 
of a people, in contradi&ion not only to 
general cuftom, but to the experience of a 
great majority of their own nation, 

One of the fundamental principles of 
the Mofaic difperrfation, it might reafon- 
$bly have been fuppofed* would pQwer-t 
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folly incite the people, when placed in the 
peculiar circumliances, which were pre~ 
4idecl, and which have a&ually attended 
their difperfion, to renounce the law of 
their Prophet, and depart altogether from 
their faith in the God of their fathers. 
The bleffings which he had promifed were 
temporal. Immediate rewards were to fol- 
low their obedience. The Chriftian under 
the preffure of fevere and hopelefs afflic- 
tions looks forward to a final recompence 
int/another world, and receives fupport and 
comfort from the firm expe&ation of a fu- 
ture ftate of happinefs. But the hopes of 
the Jew were in a great degree confined 
to his prefent exiftence. When worldly 
profperity and comfort became apparently 
unattainable, the ftrong tie, which bound 
him to the obfervance of his law, it fhould 
feem, would be difTolved. To a rational 
, /peculator it could fcarcely have appeared 
pofTible, that a people, placed under an 
economy, in which temporal welfare was 
the promifed reward of obedience, would 
ftedfaftly perfevere in their fidelity, when 
all temporal welfare was withdrawn, and 
they were expofed to the longeft and raoft 
heavy calamities, which, in the adminiftra- 

tion 
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ion of the moral government of the world, 
he great , Difpofer of all events has ever 
txftided upon any nation. 

From the preceding remarks, the pre- 
lidfcion of Mofes appears to be contrary to 
he regular courfe of fbciety, to the par- 
icular difpofition of the Jewifli people, 
nd to the particular fpirit of the Jewifli 
aw. But in addition to the arguments 
lready adduced, there were to be peculiar 
ircumftances in their condition, by which 
in impoftor muft have been convinced, 
;hat they would be more especially tempted 
x> coalefce with the inhabitants of the 
countries, over which they would be dif- 
>erfed. They were to be a. Scattered peo- 
ple. They were not to be united and 
ixed in one place, as were, their ancestors 
n Egypt. In fuch a ftate, it would have 
eemed not altogether improbable, that 
:Hey might preferve their national union, 
iom the influence of numbers, of con- 
inual intercourfe with each other, and of 
lereditary cuftoms and manners perpe- 
:ually prefent to their fenfes. But when 
livided and fcattered, when poflefled of no 
national eflablifhment, when daily con- 

verfant, 
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, veffent, in all the affairs of life, with the 
principles and pra&ices of other nations, it 
might naturally .be expe&ed, that they 
would gradually depart from the ufages of 
their ariceftors, and infenfibly intermingle 
with the people, by whom they fhould be 
iurrounded. Again, it was natural to ima- 
gine, that the miferies, to which this un- 
happy peopld were devoted, would force 
them to furrender through fear, or to re- 
nounce with indignation, the diftin&ions 
and even the name of their tribes; that 
when finking, under the preflure of their 
own calamities, and furveying the fuffef- 
ings of their relatives arid countrymen; 
when looking back upon the wretched co^ 
dition of thofe, who had gone before them* 
and anticipating with paternal appreheri-; 
fion the wrongs 'and. woes, to which their 
children muft be born ; they would fly for 
fhelter to an union with the native inha-* 
bitants, and feek an equal participation of 
their laws, and an equal protection from 
their government : — and, laftly, that when 
refle&ing, in addition to their fiifferings, 
upon the obloquy univerfally annexed to 
their name, thev would throw it off in a 
lj>irit of manly refentment, and bury i?i ob~ 

liviQil 
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livipn the records and the memory of their 
nation. Marked out, on many occafions, 
for mockery and infult, liftening, aot un- 
frequently, to the taunts of their pafling 
fellow creatures; in fome inftances, the 
theme of national tales, amd the fubje<ft of 
national merriment ; furely, .according to 
the common feelings of nature, they would 
haften with eagernefs to adopt the means, 
which might reftore them to the refpeft 
of mankind, to burft afunder all the bonds 
of a Separate fociety, and to regain, by a , 
mixture with other nations, the rank which 
they could not enjoy during the continu- 
ance of their own. 

In addition to thefe predicted peculiari- 
ties of fortune, there are others not parti- 
cularly foretold, to which they might- be 
fubjed:, and which they have in reality ex- 
perienced ; which, according to the ufual 
operation of human caufes, might reasona- 
bly be expe&ed to fruftrate fo extraordinary 
a Prophecy, and qccafion the intermixture 
and final extinction of the Jews among the 
nations, over which they have been difr 
perfed. They have lived in ages, in which 
fcience and refinement have been advanced 

to 
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to an unprecedented degree of excellence* 
Yet they have remained almoft entire 
. ftrangers to their influence. Surrounded by 
Splendour, and overflowing with opulence, 
they are, for the moft part, irifenfible to 
the elegant pleafures of cultivated fbciety: 
educated in philofophic countries, they are 
in general, notwithftanding fbme illuftrious 
exceptions, little captivated by the charms 
of literature, or animated by the efFufions 
of genius. All that is fplendid, all that is 
amiable in life, appears, in moft inftances, 
to rife and fall before them unnoticed arid 
unfelt. Even imitation, which is natural 
to man, feems almoft to have loft its power; 
and the progrefs of fociety, which ever 
keeps pace with opportunity, among them 
alone has been ftrangely checked and pre- 
vented. Again, they have been devoted 
to their fecular interefts, and have been 
engaged, even with the bafeft and moft 
fervile fpirit, in the accumulation of wealth. 
Now it was extremely natural, that, under 
fuch circumftances, they fhould adopt, from 
motives of policy, the manners, the go- 
vernment, and the religion of the people, 
among whom they hoped to profper. By 
thefe means they woyld conciliate general 

con- 
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confidence ; they would fecure their pof- 
feffions from violence ; and they would 
enlarge the fphcre of their commerce 
under the aufpices of the government, to 
whofc privileges and liberties they IhouM 
be admitted. 

Such a fituation indeed of an whole 
people appears to be oppofite to the very 
nature of civil fociety. No fimilar inftance 
can be found in all the pages of hiftory, 
amidft all the diverfities of climate and of 
national ehara&er, under all the changes 
of government, and in all the ftages of 
civilization, from the rude condition of fa- 
vage life, to the m6ft elevated ftate of ele- 
gance and refinement. Had any venturous 
theorift in the age of the Prophet been 
•endowed with all the political knowledge* 
which, in the moft favourable times, has 
ever been attained by the wifeft and the 
moft experienced ; had he been acquainted 
with all the ages that were to come, and 
penetrated with uncommon fagacity into 
the nature of all future polities ; had he 
revolved within his mind all the pra&ica*- 
ble combinations of mankind, all the capa- 
bilities of focial life: and then, had he 

been 
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been called forth to pronounce upoft the 
poffibility of the continued exiftence of a 
people in fuch an extraordinary condition, 
he muft have decided in the negative ; he 
muft have declared it to be contradictory 
to the ruling principles of civil* fbciety, 
and inconfiftent with the general nature 
of man. 

In vain then will the Infidel .endeavour 
to difcover any principles of human wif* 
dom, which could have encouraged an im- 
poftor, in the age of Mofes, to predid: the 
prefent condition of his countrymen. I 
have been induced to expatiate upon this 
Prophecy, becaufe it is evidently of a na- 
ture fo Angularly ftriking, as to be calcu- 
lated, in an uncommon degree, to fubdue 
the incredulity of the Infidel, and confirm 
the faith of the Chriftian. For when we 
revolve in our minds, that it was delivered 
in the early ages of the world, and has re- 
ceived its completion in thefe latter days ; 
that the greateft achievements of the 
human race, the rife and fall of the moft 
illuftrious empires, and the moft momen- 
tous revolutions in the ftate of civil fociety, 
have intervened between its delivery and 

its 
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its final accomplishment ; that the condi- 
tion defcribed was contrary to the ex- 
perience not only of all the times tha£ had 
pafled, but of all that have fince elapfed; and 
was in dire& oppofition to one of the mod 
ftriking features in the character of the 
people, and even to a fundamental princi- 
ple in the Jewifh difpenfation : that the con- 
tinuanc6 of fuch a condition feemed to be 
precluded by circumftances, of which fome 
were abfblutely foretold, and others might 
probably occut ; and moreover, being appa- 
rently incompatible with the general courfe 
of human affairs, muft have been confidered 
as morally impoflible :— when we. bring. 
thefe ftrdng confiderations to our minds, 
and then refleift, that the condition was 
as fully, clearly, and precifely foretold by 
Mofes, as it could now be defcribed by 
the hiftorian, we difcern herein fuch ' an 
inftance of foreknowledge, as can only be, 
fuppofed to proceed from the infpiration of 
.that omnifcient B?ing, to whom the fu- 
ture is as clear as the paft, and in whole 
light a thoufand years are but as one day. 
It bears in all its parts the moft manifeft 
ligtts of a divine origift* and is unqueftion- 
abty the Revelation of the high and mighty 

m One, 
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One, who inhabiteth eternity. For, in the 
bold and eloquent language of the great, 
leader of Ifrael, we may " aflc now of the 
days "that are paft, which were before us, 
tfnce the day, that God created man upon 
•the earth; and we may afk from the one 
fide of heaven unto the other, whether 
there hath been any fuch thing as this 
great thing is, or hath been heard like it." 

I fhall conclude the prefent Le&ure with 
fbme obfervations refulting from Vhe fubje<ft, 
which has been now under difcuffion. * 

• 

The miraculous nature of the fituation, 
in which the Jews are placed, might per- 
haps be intended by the great Difpofer of 
all human events, as an additional and 
moil powerful incentive to faith. In order 
to aid the imperfe&ions of his creatures, he 
may gracioufly have ordained, that the peo- 
ple, through whom his divine will has been 
revealed, fhould be diftinguiihed, through 
their whole hiftory , by remarkable deviations 
from the ordinary courfe of their fellow 
creatures. The ancient Prophets, in order to 
imprefs the Israelites with an entire can- 
vidion of their diyine miifion, frequently 

~ acconi- 
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'afe^onipanied their folemn revelations with 
ari a# df preternatural power. In con- 
formity with t&e fame principle, it may 
benevolently be defighed, that the modern 
Chriftian fhquld be roufed to a bolder con- 
fidence in his Religion, by beholding, as it 
were, a continued miracle y difplayed on 
its behalf. 

The prefent aftonifhing condition of the 
Jews is further calculated to ftrengthen and 
illuftrate the teftimonips, recorded in ihe 

y One of the principal human caufes of the continuance 
of the Jews in a diftinct (late will be found in the expecta- 
tion of their Mefliah^ which they dill fondly cherifh. But 
furely this expectation cannot deftroy the fupernatural cha- 
racter, which their difperfion exhibits. The caufe is not 
tqual to the effect. Can we conceive it poffible upon prin- 
ciples merely human, that a people would continue to en* 
, dure, through two thoufand years the heavieft and moft ex- 
traordinary calamities, which have ever been brought upon 
any nation, merely from the expectation of attaining at 
length a ftate of temporal profperity ? But whatever may 
have been the influence of this caufe in former times, it is 
' now oonfiderably diminiihed by their repeated difappoint- 
ments in all the periods, at wh\ch they expected the Mef- 
fiahi So far, however, i$ it from weakening the force of the 
predictions relating to the Jews, that it actually ftrengthen* 
and confirms them. For it was clearly and forcibly foretold 
by the Prophets, and is Ufelf, therefore, a decifive proof of 
thctr real infpiration. 

• / • m % facred 
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facred ajanals, of a more immediate difblay 
of figns and, mighty wonders in their, fa-* 
your during ancient times. Thpugh we 
no Ipnger View the water burfting fron^ 
the rock, or the land enveloped at noon 
in the gloomy fliades of night; yet we 
cannot but implicitly aflent to the tef&~ 
mony of fuch fupernatural appearances, 
when we fee the whole Jewifli nation 
now exifting under circumftances inexpli- 
cable by human caufes, and oppoiite to all 
thjc eftablifhed principles of fbciety. 

Again, it ipay be gracioufly intended for 
our benefit, that, in the prefent diftrefsful 
ftate of the chofen people, we Ihould be- 
hold an example of divine juftice faithfully 
coinciding with our natural conceptions, 
refpe&ing the attributes of the Deity* The 
more forcible were their incentives to duty, 
the more heinous has been their crime of 
difobedience. The more lignal were thfti 
favours once indulged to them, the more 
feyere, it is natural to expeft, would be 
the punifhment, with which their aggra-., 
vated guilt Ihould be vifited. If the great 
powers of nature Were miraculoufly di- 
verted from their courfe, for the fake of 

animating 
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ihifriafing and cbfififfnmg thfci* faith, 1 it is 
ridt furpnfing, tMt the Ia^s of fobiaJ life 
flkould cfeafe to otJcfate; &hd the natural 
fe&mgs <rf beneVolence be ftrfperided, in 
ttrfler that an ia&aWrdinkry veii^feintfc 
ftsiy be taken updft th6rfi, foir ihfe cruci- 
fixion of the Lord of life, -and for tfcfi* 
long and ftubborn rejection of his Gofpel. 
If once, while placed urider the foletnn 
tiM 6F fidelity to their Gad, they appear 6d 
ahiiki£ mankind with his glory vifibly $£• 
£!Sjred bfeforc their ardiics, aftd awfully 
*|Jr^6fif fti their temple, it ftirily is coft- 
ffi&f& tfjth the plan of dtvirie jufHce, tfi& 
afiJei^ i lengthened fcourft of rebfelKon aM 
toi^uky, thdy fliotild 1* ex^eff t& tire 
li&vr of the htrmatt facfc, fnaniftftly im- 
^fled '^ith ther foarfr d his dH^fcal^ 
This fihguhfr cbndftSoti; I have Taidy thi}' fcfe 
intended fdP ottf addition. The futifcrfife 
Jefw' is si ftnfible and tnoffc folemri eshifcttjife 
t<y the J carelds Chriffiaii ah<£ ffitf h&tl&ifcd 
liffidel. If upon 1 tlwf favoured people filth 
a fcirerc punifliriierit Has fceeA intffifted, tBTfo 
world at large can have no reai(briable : Hope 
of* efcape. The guilt of their ihcredtflity 
was aggravated in proportion as their iheatns 
of knowledge vrer e morfr abtxndantl And 

m 3 let 
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let him, who now perverfely turns ^way 
from the volume of divine Revelation, 
while he beholds their calamity, reflect 
iupon its caufe, and prudently endeavour 
to know the things that belong unto his 
peace, before they fhall be finally hidden 
from bis eyes. ": c fi 



A»» 



. But if erroneous explications are iipt 
given, of thofe parts of the Prophecies jre«? 
ipe&ing the Jewifh pepplc, which, fy^yg 
not yet been fulfilled, we muft neceflaj^j 
conclude, that Providence has yet ar^g^bw 
£rand defign in continuing them in fe ^Rr 
gular a condition. The fame? Almighty 
Voice, which pronounced that they flwulfi 
.npt be confounded with the nations, ^mong 
which they would be fcattered,, h^s al^crdfcy 
.dared, if ijre m^y venture to affix.a full and 
. precife meaning to th,e wof (jjs, of unacjcpm- 
pjifhpd Prpphecy, that, at,^diftant period 
of time, when their fufferings fliould have 
ceafedj they ihall be triumphantly reftofed 
to the land of their fathers. If fuch an 
alteration of their worldly fortunes has 
been decreed in the counfels of the Al- 
jpighjty, and is adhjally difclofed in the 
Revelations of his Prophets, in the pecu- 
liarity 



S E R M ON IV. 1S7 

liarity of their prefent condition we' 2 oif- 
cern the effe&ual and, perhaps, the only 
human "means, by which the accomplifh- 
inent of the predi&ion may be brought to 
pate. They are not confounded and loft 
among the inhabitants of the countries, 
over which they have been difperfed. 
They have not acquired any local domi- 
nion, which they might be unwilling to 
relinquifh. They pofTefs not in general 
any fixed property, the defire ,of retaining 
which might attach them too clofely to 
their prefent habitations. They have no 
fettled country, to which they might be 
bound by the flrorig ties of natural affec- 
tion. On the contrary, through every re- 
gion of the habitable globe, they are wait- 
ing as it were in expeftation , of the mighty 
event. When the enfign of Jehovah fhall 
be ere&ed*, and the Gentiles fhall prefs 
forward to bear them on their fhoulders to 
Jerufalem b , they will be ready to ftart 
forth on the joyful occ&fion, to unite with 
vigour and alacrity in the hallowed- caufeT 



x See Clarke's Evidences of Natural and Revealed Reli- 
gion. Se£fc. xiv. 

a Ifa^ah xi. 12. b Ifaiah xlix. 22. 
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and, when re-admitted into their earthly 
Canaan, and reftored to the favour of their ' 
God, to bring to a final accomplifhment 
one of the laft in the long train of won- 
derful predictions, which were delivered by 
their Prophets of old. 
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ISAIAH xxr. so. 

pjp,0PU,Esy not unto us right to^n^** 

SPEA£ UNTO US SMOOTIJ THINGS, FEO* 

PHESY DECEITS. 

.,...■•■- ., ■ 

Jju O judge of the prophetic writings by 
the habits and fentimeqts which now pre* 
vail, is the raoft dangerous error, ijito which 
the ftudent in facred literature can fall. 
The enemies of Chriftia^ity, fenfible of 
the advantages, which refult from iuqh oj\ 
uncandid trial of the ancient Prophets, 
have artfully fpoken of them with a refer-* 
ence to the cuftoms, the learning, and the 
ipirit of thefe lafer times. It may with 
confidence be maintained, that their inde- 

cent 
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cent ridicule and authoritative aflertions 
- will gradually lofe their effeft, in propor- 
tion as our knowledge increafes of the age 
an4 fituation of the Prpphets. We muft 
permit ourfelves to be carried back into 
ancient times. We muft imagine our- 
felves to be placed in the fituation of 
Mofes, of. Daniel, afffl of Ifaiah. We muft, 
as it were, convey ourfelves amongft their 
countrymen, adopt their manners, glow 
with their fentiments, and even imbibe 
their prejudices. That we may fully en- 
joy the. Splendid produ&ions of genius, 
. Vith which Greece and Rome were en-, 
riched, we explore with laborious accuracy 
the minuteft traits of character, which dif- 
tinguilh thole illuftrious nations. Let the 
moft important circumftances relating to_ 
the Hebrew tribes be examined with equal 
induftry and 2eal, and the champion of In- 
fidelity will ibpn be compelled to relin- 
quish his prefumptuous hopes of triumph. 
But we too often negleft to contemplate 
the real agency* of a Supernatural power, 
the fublime and interefting manifeftation of 
angels and of God, with the attention and 
the earneftnefs, which we beftow on fub- 

jefts 
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jcds merely human-; the falties of idle am* 
bition, and the fi&ions of a bold imagina- 
tion. .•'■•' 

If we apply thefe general obfervations 
to the particular fubjeft, which it is ray 
intention in this Lecfture to difcuis, it 
-will be found,, that the removal of objec- 
tions is not the only benefit, v which we are 
capable of deriving from an intimate ac- 
quaintance with facred antiquity. By an 
enlarged knowledge of the real Situation of 
the Erdphets^ we are frequently enabled to 
difcover additional teftimonies in favour of 
t^djr .) divine miffion. Some of the pre- 
/j^ions recorded in the Old Teftament 
are lb infconfiftent with the rpotiyep, whifch 
uniformly. a&uate mankind, £o oppofite 
to thofe, .. which might naturally be ex- 
pelled jfrpm the chara&er of the perfons, 
who ^delivered them, if we confider thole 
perfbns as impoftors, and fa utterly irre- 
concilable, upon mere human** principles, 
with the fituations in which the Prophets 
were placed, that we cannot qpnceive them 
to have been given to the world, except 
in obedience to the declared will of its al- 
ipighty Ruler. The holy men of old 
. could 
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could not have adopted the prophetic* chA* 
ra&ei*, in order to promote their worldly 
intereftsy and conciliate the favour of iri&H * 
kind ; becaufe their predi&ions, from the 
extraordinary nature of the fiibjeft, were 
often peculiarly calculated to fruftrate 
fchemes of human policy, and td excite 
the difcontent and indignation of t"h6 
hearers. 

s . 

■ * k 

I t • I 

In the former Le&ures r I hive corifi* 
dered the events foretold as rerhote, efiu 

• 

cumftantially delineated^ novel, ftumiESrottS?, 
exa<ftly coinciding with the predi&idri^, 
and in a very high degree improbable m 
the ages of the refpe6tive Propheite. : Ofe 
the prefent occafion, it is my intentidft 
to fhew, that they were frequently lifrf- 
favourable, in the higheft degree/ to all 
thofe interefted designs, the pfofecutidA 
of which muft unqueftipnably be the fiift 
and greateft objeft of Impostors. This 
pofition T hope to illuftrate and eftabliflii 
by a feries of examples, fele&ed from the 
Volume of divine inspiration. 

The great leader of Ifrael, when he had 
delivered the laws to his countrymen, and 

finifhed 
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fioi&ed the labours, which he was espe- 
cially appointed to accomplish, predicted, 
that, in a future age, their God would raife 
up among their brethren a Prophet like 
Unto himfelf, who would be charged to 
communicate his almighty will, and would 
be entitled to their implicit belief and obe- 
dience, on pain of his moft fevere difplea- 
fure. The Prophecy, according to the 
application even of an infpired Apoftle, 
referred immediately to the Meffiah, at 
iHrhofe appearance the authority of Moies 
was, (uperfeded, the obligation of his law 
ceafed, and all the inhabitants of the globe 
were admitted to an equal participation 
of divine favour, with the choferi defcen T 
dants of Abraham. Now let it be fup- 
pofed, that Moies was unconfcious of the 
full extent of the prediction, and let us 
attend qtify to the literal fenfe of his 
words, which they muft neceffarily have 
borne at the, moment of their delivery : we 
lhall furely be obliged to confers, that 
though admirably cho&n, upon the fuppo* 
fition of a divine inspiration, as an effec- 
tual prefervative againft the reje&ion of, 
any future meflenger or new covenant, in, 
consequence of ths prejudices of the peo— 
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pic, yet, confidered folcly in an 'hurfmtt 
point of view, they were moft ijnfavouf- ' 
able to the-upaufe, to .which the Prophet 
had been entirely devoted, and dire&ly op*- 
pofite to every knovyn di&ate of nature 
and policy. 

It has been the great objeft of all foun- 
ders of ftates and empires, to give liability 
to their inftitutions, by guarding them 
againft the rafllnefs of future innovators* 
For this end, they have generally advanced 
their own authority, as far as it has been 
poffible, above that of their ambitious de- 
scendants. When the Spartan lawgiver 
had completely formed his republic, he 
bound the citizens by an oath to maintain 
its conftitution inviolate till his return. 
He departed, /fend never more was feen. 
The pretended Prophet of Arabia declared 
himfelf the final meffenger of the Al- 
mighty ; and thus endeavoured effe&ually 
to fecure his religion from the dangerous 
preteniions of fucceeding impoftors. % So 
powerful in general is this ambitious wilh 
among legiflators, that it has prevailed over 
the fafcihating allurements of dominion, 
and Ibmetimes even over the love of life. 

Lycurgus, 
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Lycurgus, as I have juft obferved, retired 
to voluntary banilhment and folitude ; and, 
in conformity with the fame- principle, the 
celebrated foundef of the Northern king- 
doms is reprefented in their fabulous his- 
tories as haying plunged the fword into his 
own breaft. 

Fitom this general principle, the predic- 
tion of Mofes can alone perhaps be ex- 
cepted. The great objeft of his exertions 
had been attained. He had condu&ed the 
Israelites to the borders of the promifed 
land. From the mountains of Pifgah * he 
had Shewn them the fruitful vales' of Pa- 
leftihe, in which they were to repofe after 
their long and painful wanderings. He was 
venerated by his countrymen *as their de- 
liverer from Servitude, as the founder of their 
kingdom, and as the meflenger of their 
God. His character had been fan&ioned- 
by the moft awful manifestations of omni- 
potent Power ; and his laws had been So- 
lemnly received as the will of Heaven. 
The moment of his death approached ; and 
he was about to bequeath his eftablifh- 
ment, as a facred depoSitj to the care of 
future generation*. Yet, far from haliowr 
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ing that eftablifhment, by imputing an un- 
rivalled lan&ity to his own chara&er, or- 
commending himfelf to pofterity as the 
lble favourite of the Almighty, he pre- 
dicted the coming of a Prophet, whofe au- 
thority lhould refemble his own. Far from 
pronouncing a curfe upon thofe, who lhould 
transfer their obedience to another, he even 
forefhewed to them a future chief, whole 
mandates they would be bound to obey. 
In coniequence of this predi&ion, his own 
pre-eminence was diminilhed by the ex- \ 
pe&ation of the future Prophet : and ari k ' 
opportunity was afforded to impoftors, 
who might hereafter found their impious 
pretentions even upon the perverted au- 
thority of his own prophetic evidence. In : 
every other inftancc, he had carefully pro- 
vided for the fecurity of the laws, which 
he had delivered; and had branded with 
the infamy of impofture all thole, who 
lhould prefume to violate that facred frame 
of civil and religious polity, which, with 
luch vifible* and awful proofs of divine ap- 
probation, he had firmly conftituted among 
his countrymen. 

In this jpredi&ion /alone his conduct was 
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in diredt oppofition as well to his own ge- 
neral principles of adion, as to the uniform 
tenor of example. 

I am aware that this predi&ion has been 
confidered by fbme interpreters,' as expref- 
five of the fucceflion of Prophets in Ifrael. 
But though it may be fatisfa&orily proved, 
that fuch a meaning was, at leaft, neither 
the fole nor the primary one intended by 
Mofes ; yet, even to thofe, who adopt fuch 
a confined interpretation, the argument, 
which has been urged, will be fcarcely 
lefs forcible. Under fuch circumftances, it 
would have been the policy of a deceiver 
to reprefent the fuccecding , Prophets as 
fubfervient to himfelf, and as inferior agents 
employed in lupport of his' inftitution. He 
would neither have admitted them to a 
complete equality, nor denounced tremen- 
dous threats againft thofe, who ihould not 
implicitly hearken to their voice. , 

Of a fimilar nature with the predi&ion 
of Mofes, relating to the advent of the 
MeffiaK, are the Prophecies of Daniel and 
of Zechariah refpe&ing- the final deftruc- 
tion pf the temple of Jerulalem. The 

N Jews 
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Jews had been languishing through fc? 
venty years in a . diftant captivity : their 
country had lain in defolation,. and their 
temple in ruins ; while the opulence and 
fplendour, which the fen&uary had derived 
from the munificence of former fbvereigns, 
had long fince been transferred to the tem- 
ples and palaces of their conquerors. They 
had returned to the ruins of Sion ; and, by 
the permiflion of the Periian monarch* 
were rebuilding the houfe of their God* 
At the commencement of every great ut*r 
dertaking, it is cuflomary, and perhaps na- 
tural, to indulge the mind with imaginary 
hopes of its future importance and cele- 
brity. When the foundations of the Ro- 
man capitol were laid, the empire of the 
world was promifed. Upon the prefent oc- 
cafion every encouragement was required. 
The people were few in number, deprefled 
and impoverished by captivity, and ob- 
ftru&ed in their pious work by the mali- 
cious arts of the Samaritans. So humble, 
indeed, was the general expedition re<- 
fpe&ing the new edifice, that amidft the 
fc^ngs and rejoicings, with which the work 
was commenced, the tears of regret burft 
involuntarily fr6m the eyes of the aged, at 

the 
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the recolle&ion of 'that more glorious tem- 
ple, which had formerly been ere&ed by 
an united and prosperous nation, which 
had exhaufted the treafures of their two 
moft powerful monarchs, and to provide 
materials for which whole, armies had 
b£en employed amidft the forefts of Le- 
banon. Above all* the glory x>f the Divine 
prefence, and other fenfible marks of a (ii- 
pernatural interpofition of the fupreme Be- 
ing, which had imparted an awful fan&ity 
to the firft building, could not with cer- 
tainty be expe&ed* and in reality did not 
afterwards appear. 

Thus the returning exiles feemed to re- 
quire every poflible encouragement in the 
profecution of their holy work. Daniel 
was fully fenfible of the neceffity of fuch 
encouragement ; and in the prayer, wh v ich 
he pioufly preferred at the termination of 
the captivity, he ardently petitioned the 
Almighty to look upon the defolations of 
his people ; to pity, and to forgive ; to 
turn away his anger and his fury from his 
city Jerufalem, and from his holy moun- 
tain, and to caufe his face to fhine upon 
his defolated fan&uary. Thefe were the 

H 2 fenji- 



r. 



iSo S E R M O N V. 

fentiments congenial with the fituation of 
the Jews, and beft calculated to animate 
them in the profecution of their work. So 
fjrong, indeed, was the* necelfity of foch 
an encouragement, that the fame divine 
Power, who had fo long difplayed his om- 
nifcience in ^the caufe of his chofen Is- 
raelites, again interfered in their favour *; 
and made the laft communications of Pro- 
phecy under the Mofaic difpenfation, for 
the purpofe of accelerating the completion 
of his holy temple, 

What then can be conceived more iih- 
probable, and more oppofite to true policy, 
and the common dictates of reafon, than 
that the deftru<ftion of this very templei and 
of the city, in which it was erected ; the final 
ceflation of the religious rites, with which it 
was to be hallowed ; the triumphant entry 
of a deftroying enemy, together with a moft 
lively and tremendous fcene of complete 
devaftation, fliould be predicted, in that par^ 
ticular feafon, in which the pile was about 
to.be erefted ? Yet the prediction was ut* 

V ' 

* Haggai ii. 7, 9. See alfo feveral paflages'in the writ- 
ings of the three laft of the minor Prophets. 
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tered ; and it was uttered by men the 
moft interefted in promoting the work ; 
obfcurely even in, Jerufajem by b Zecha* 
riah, who was more efpecially employed to 
overlook and infpirit the Jews; and in 
the cleared and moft forcible terms, in the 
capital of the empire, by c Daniel, the fa- * 
vourite of fucceffive Eaftern monarchs, 
through whofe powerful interceffioii his 
countrymen were releafed from captivity, 
and permitted to recover their ancient city, 
and reftore their ruined temple. 

The greater part of the Prophecies of 
Daniel, indeed, are as lingular in the na* 
ture of their fubje&s, as in the exa&nefs of 
their agreement with fubfequent events. 
The whole tenor of his predictions refpe<3> 
ing. the empire and monarchs of Babylon, 
if they be minutely explored, will be emi- 
nently illuftrative of the polition, which 
has been advanced. To convey unpleaf- 
ing truths to royal ears, has been always 
an irkfomc and too often a negle&ed duty. 
The frequent ignorance of fovereigns, even 
upon fubje&s connected with their deareft. 

b Zcchariah xi. i, a. c -Daniel ix* 26, 27. 
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interefts, is a fa& of general notoriety* 
The inftances, wherein a liberal and manly 
intcrcourfe has prevailed between the mo- 
narch and his minifters, may be naturally 
expeded, and will moft frequently be found 
throughout the weftern portion of the 
globe ; among kingdoms, where the royal 
authority has been happily blended with a 
spirit of Rational freedom ; and in the ages 
of refinement and fcience, when the ao 
tions and fentiments even of the moft ex- 
alted chara<fters in the community become 
the fubjeds of an open and candid enquiry. 
But it muft not be expe&ed in the vaft 
empires of the Eaft, where imperial power 
degenerated into the moft wanton and in- 
exorable defpotiim, and where the obe- 
dience of the fubje& was degraded into 
the moft abje& fervitude, and an almoft 
impious adoration. To the caprice of ty- 
ranny, to the fury of difappointment, to 
the gloom of mortified authority, or to the 
pangs of jealous apprehenfion, the faithful 
counfellor might be precipitately facrificed, 
who poflefled the boldnefs, to unfold, what 
the fovereign might be afraid or unwilling 
to hear. Hence we may obferve in the 
annals of the Eaft, that in the progrefs of 

plots 
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plots or invafions, of domeftic confpiracies, 
br popular infurre&ions, the emperors were 
in general long retained in ignorancfe ; and 
frequently loft their diadems and their 
lives, from the want of fakhful and con- 
fidential communications. How little then 
ought we to expe<$, that a youthful fo- 
feigner, brought in ignominious captivity 
to Babylon from a diftant and unimpor- 
tant province, ftiould boldly communicate 
the moft unfavourable intelligence to the 
monarch, even at the moment, in which a 
capricious and ianguinary decree had gone 
forth, for the utter extermination of the 
Chaldean magicians and aftrologers ! Flat- 
tering hopes and delufive promifes would 
have been the natural fubje&s of impof- 
ture on an occasion fo pregnant with 
danger. Far from adopting this principle 
of worldly policy, Daniel did not even con- 
fine his fblemn communications to ap- 
proaching calamities : looking forward into 
diftant futurity, he difclbfcd the fall of the 
Babylonian empire, a fubjeft peculiarly 
offensive to the pride and ambition of the 
monarch. 

In pursuing the hiftory of this Prophet, 
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we difcoyer during our progrefe the fame 
extraordinary chara&eriftics in his predic- 
tions. When advanced to the higheft 
ftate of authority and royal favour, we 
hear him at one time foretel the degrading 
perfonal ' humiliation of his imperial pa- 
tron 4 ; at another, in accurate and circum- 
iiantial details, enlarge upon the final ruin 
of the kingdom, which he governed, and : 
upon the fame and profperity of fucceeding , 
empires e . Thefe are fubje&s, which even 
a pious man, when infpired by his Maker, ; 
could fcarcely have entered upon without 
lome degree of apprehenfion, and which* 
would have been avoided with the moft 
fcrupulous care by an impoftor. Some of 
the early father^, from a miftaken interpre- 
tation of the holy Scriptures, believed that 
the Antichrift of the Prophets reprefented 
the Roman emperors. But, though they 
had been incenfed by frequent and moft 
cruel perfecutions, and though they cou- 
r&geoufly preferred the bitter fufferings of 
martyrdom to the renunciation of their re- 
ligion ; yet they were unwilling wantonly 
to provoke their imperial perfecutors, by lb 

4 Daniel iv. *J. c Daniel vii. J— 8. 
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fevcrc an application of the divine Oracles, 
and in general were filent upon the fub- 
jc&. Jofephus, when he introduced into 
his Antiquities , an interpretation of the 
Prophecies of Daniel refpe£ing the four 
great empires of the worid, was filent upon 
the nature of the fifth, which was, deftined 
to rife upon the/ ruins of thofe, that fhould 
precede it ; and was reprefented under the 
image of a ftone cut out of the mountain 
without hands. Jofephus was protected , 
by the Romans; their kingdom was doomed 
to be broken to pieces by the ftone ; and, 
though even the immediate infpiration of 
the Deity f had revealed the explanation, 
hq would not venture to repeat it s . When 
the Poet and the Orator were anxious to 
flatter the pride of the Roman citizens, 
they employed the loftieft- conceptions, of 
their genius, in afcribing extent and du- 
rability to the empire. In the elevated 
language, in which the Eaftern fbvereigns 
weie uniformly addrefled, the boundlefs 
extent and eternal duration of their do- 
minion were ufually fele&ed as the fairefl 

fubje&s of panegyric and adulation. 

* 

f Daniel ii. 19. 

t Jofeph, Antiq. i. x. c. x. fe£. 4. p. 457. 
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Such is the conduit ufually adopted by 
mankind in fituations like thofe in which 
the Jewifh Prophet was placed. But no 
interefted considerations decided the ac^ 
tions of Daniel. His unwelcome predic- 
tions, fo oppofite to the maxims of policy 
and to the authority of general example, 
could only have proceeded from the in- 
fluence of divine inspiration, or from the 
wild ebullitions of infanity. The latter 
Supposition is totally irreconcileable with 
the eftablifhed chara&er and dignified fi- 
tuation of the Prophet. There is a won- 
derful confiftency in the w T hole hiftory of 
Daniel. It was the fame magnanimity, 
the fame undaunted reSblution, fuperior to 
the allurements of intereft, and even »to 
the terrors of death, which difplayed itfelf 
in the c&ufe of divine truth, when, to 
avoid the crime of idolatry, he entered the 
lions* den ; and when, in obedience to the 
will of his God, he hazarded the resent- 
ment of the greateft monarch of the world. 

I cannot refrain from adding one in- 
stance more, in confirmation of the argu- 
ment from the writings of the Prophet, 
who has already occupied fo much of our 

atten- 
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attention. After. the capture of Babylon 
by Cyrus, Daniel appears to have been re* 
ceived with refpeft and favour by the con* 
queror. Through his intereft with the new 
Sovereign, the captivity was terminated, 
and his countrymen were permitted to 
return to Jerufalem. Yet within a very 
ihbrt time after the acceflion of Cyrus to 
the throne of Babylon, the Prophet fore- 
told the ruin of his empire, and the glory 
of the kingdom which was to be exalted 
by its fall. Such a communication, at all 
times in the, high eft degree unpleafing, at 
that particular feafon muft have been pro- 
ductive of real danger, and was peculiarly 
calculated to fill the mind of the conqueror 
with jealoufy and apprehenfion. Among 
a vanqutfhed people, hardly beginning to 
reconcile themfelves to their new yoke, 
what circumftance would be more likely to 
cherifh an unfettled temper of mind* and 
to excite commotions and dangerous ex- 
pe&ations of a change, than the delivery 
of Prophecies concerning the final over- 
throw of the empire ? And who could be 
fo unlikely to utter fuch Prophecies, as the 
principal minifter of the vanquiftied mo- 
narch, who was received into the favour 

and 
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* * 

and protection of the conqueror, and whofe 
former celebrity in divination, and exalted 
ftation in the empire, muft have conferred 
a dangerous authority on his fiippofed de- 
velopement of futurity ? No* principles of 
hjiman policy, no fuggeftions even of the 
moil ordinary prudence, can poflibly ac- 
count for fuch condu6h It appears to be 
ftrikingly demonftrative of the intcrpofition 
of the high and omnifcient Dire&or of the 
world, the God, as he is exprefsly called, of 
Daniel, who is the living God, and ftedfaft 
for ever, whofe kingdom is that which 
fhall .not be deltroyed, and whofe dominion 
fhall be even unto the end. , „ 

To the inftances already adduced, may 
be added the ftill more ftriking example, 
exhibited in the predictions fo frequently 
and fully delivered, concerning the reje&ioft 
of the Jews, and the calling of the Gentiles. 
That the time fhould ever arrive, in which 
the efpcciai prote&ion of fhe Almighty 
would be entirely withdrawn from his fa- 
voured people, was the moft unwelcome 
intelligence which could be conveyed to 
the ears of a Jew. But th^t the Gentiles 
ihould be admitted to the bleffings, which 

would 
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would then be no longer enjoyed by his 
nation, muft have been a circumftance pe- 
culiarly aggravating, and calculated to ex- 
cite his utmoft indignation and refentment. 
The Jews had, in the earlieft periods off 
their hiftory, been fele&ed as the favoured 
people of God. With them he had efta- 
bliihed an efpecial covenant. He directed 
their temporal affairs, and had instituted 
their facred rites. The annals of their 
nation wer6 ennobled and fan£ified, , as it 
were, by innumerable inftances of his won- 
derful ads of omnipotence. The plains of 
Paleftine had frequently been vifited by his 
heavenly meflengers; and all the icenes, 
which were there prefented to the view, 
had been confecrated by vifions and by 
miracles. This continued experience of 
-the indulgence of Heaven to their tribes 
had a pernicious influence on the difpolition 
of the people. They were induced to con- 
sider themfelves as exalted above the other 
inhabitants of the earth, and became proud, 
felfifti, and contemptuous. Their higheft 
hopes and warmeft feelings of glory arofe 
from this exclusive claim to the Divine 
favour ; and, in confequence of this pleafing 
pxpe&ation, they contemplated the future 
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celebrity of their tribes, with fonder par- 
tiality, perhaps, and a more ardent enthu- 
iiafm, £han has ever been indulged, by 
.heroes or patriots, in the fanguine anticipa- 
tion of their favourite fchemes of fame ^nd 
empire. " ! . * . 

Their abhorrence of other nations Was 
proportioned to their bigotted attachment 
to their own. This ayerfion vyas height- 
ened, and in fome degree even fan&ionefi, 
by peculiar circumftances, neceflarily arifing 
from the general, nature of their religious 
oeconomy. The fyftem of entire reparation, 
which had been commanded by ^eaygrt, 
.while it eventually gave birth to the arro- 
gant feelings of a fancied fuperiority, filled 
them alfb with contempt for the negle&ed 
votaries of Polytheifm. 

To. a people infpired with thefe fenti- 
ments, no fubje&*can be conceived more 
ungrateful, than the aflurance of their own . 
rejection from the Divine favour, and of 
the adoption of Heathen idolaters. A fcene 
of things entirely the reverfe, the final 
depreffion of Infidels, and the triumphant 
exaltation of Judea, would have been the 

natural 
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natural theme of impoftors. It is difficult 
to fuppofe that a Jew, in the ages of thp 
Prophets, unaided by Divine inspiration, 
could have brought his imagination to con- 
ceive as poffible the preSent aftoniftiing Si- 
tuation of the Jewifh and Chriftian world. 
But it is absolutely incredible, that a de- 
ceiver, even if he had admitted the Situation 
to be probable, would have feledled it as the 
Siibjed: of his deluSive Oracles. Yet the 
Prophets no£ only conceited the possibility 
of the change, but in the ftrongeft and 
moft preciSe terms repeatedly foretold it. 
And fome of the loftieft conceptions, which 
have ever animated the human mind, were 
employed in giving weight and energy to 
the unwelcome aSTurance. 

The particular time fixed for the accom- 
plishment of thefe extraordinary Prophe- 
cies was as hoftile to the preconceived 
opinions of the Jews, as the humiliating 
event So exprefsly foretold. The advent 
of the MeSSiah was the sera, to which they 
looked forward with pride and joyful ex- 
pectation. All their national institutions 
Seemed to them to be formed with a view 
to the appearance of this exalted perlbnage. 

This 
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This expg&ation was their pride in pro* 
fperity, and their confblation in defeat; 
and at one period of their hiftory it pre- 
ferred their . national fpirit, and perhaps 
their very exiftence as a people, during the 
defolation of their native territory, and the 
ignominious captivity of its inhabitants. 
Their own erroneous interpretations of 
Prophecy had inflamed their imaginations 
with the moft romantic hopes of triumph 
and celebrity. Glowing with the fond 
conception, they ardently defired to fee the 
falvation of Ifrael, and acknowledge their 
deftined, Deliverer ; and they had filled ths 
whole world with the anticipated fame erf [. s 
the extraordinary Pcrfonage. Yet this fig'- 
nal ^era was fixed by their Prophets for 
their lofs of the partial protection of Hea- 
ven, and for the re-admiflion of Heathen 
nations to the Divine favour. Where are 
the principles of human policy, which caii 
reafonably account for the predi&ion ? No 
parallel, or even diftant refemblance, can 
be difcovered among the effufions of the • 
Heathen Oracles. It was never declared 
to the Romans by their Sibyls, that, in the 
completion of their moft ardent willies, 
and the accomplilhment of their lofty 
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fchcnie of unlverfal dominion, they would , 
find only their ruin and their fhame. When 
the enterprifing Macedonian prefented him- 
felf at the cave of the Prieftefs, he was not 
informed that; by a final decree of the 
gods, his glory, when it fhould arrive at 
its height, and the time of enjoyment ap- 
proach, would be terminated by a prema- 
ture death, and that his empire would be 
violently difmembered almoft # at the mo- 
ment of its birth. To divine iiifpiratioxx 
alone, then, can it be afcribed, that the 
foreknowledge of a ftate of human affairs 
fo pfeculiarly ungrateful was mariifefted by 
the Jewifh Prophets ; and that the parti- 
. cular feafon was marked for its comriience- 
meut, the choice of which was dire&ly 
adverfe to the accomplilhment of all thofe 
interefted defigns, which can induce art 
impoftor to affume the prophetic office. 

Many of the charaftetiftics, which the 
Jewifh Prophets affigned to their expecJtecJ 
Meffiah, are equally inexplicable, unlef£ we 
allow them to have been a&ually inspired 
by God. They dwelt with, peculiar dif- 
tinftnefs upon his rejedionby v his country- 
men, his humiliation, his fufFerings, and 
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his ignominious death. The earneft ex* 
pedations of an extraordinary perfonage, as 
I have already obferved, had prevailed 
among the Jews through every period of 
their hiftory. They had fired their ima- 
gination with the moft romantic hopes of a 
temporal fbverfiign, who would exalt their 
nation by the fplendour of his triumphs, 
and the extent of his dominion, and under 
whofe banners the idolatrous kingdoms of 
the earth would bow down before their 
vi&orious tribes. 

Now had the expectation of fuch a de- 
liverer originated in uncertain tradition, 
and been preferred merely by national pre- 
judice; and had the Prophets, availing 
thenjtfelves of the delufion, employed it as- 
aa instrument in impofing upon popular 
credulity, they would forely have limited, 
their predi<ftions to iiich circumftances re- 
fpe&ing him, as would be attended with 
fplendpur and glory. Yet they adopted no 
fuch limitation, but fpoke as fully of the , 
lefs fplendid parts of his charader, hit 
abafement, affli&ions, and ignominious* 
death, as of the divine excellencies with 
which he was vifibly adorned, and of hi* 
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exaltation and filial triumph over hell and 
the grave. _ V . 

I ventured toaflert, in the beginning 
of this Difcourfe, that the fubjedts of many 
important predi&ions could not, except 
upon the prefiimption of Divine Revelation/ 
be reconciled with the Situation of the 
Prophets, by whom they were delivered. 
The examples, which have been adduced* 
are abundantly fufficient to confirm this 
Hofition; and, though I have expatiated 
but upon few, a variety might be added 
from the facred Volume, in which they 
univerfally abound. s 

Though the impious pretenders to in- 
fpiration in Ifrael and Juflah, were con- 
stantly uttering the moft grateful but de- 
lufive oracles; and though 'the ignorant 
and vicious multitude were repeatedly fo- 
l\citing the Prophets of God not to pro- 
pheiy right things, but to fpeak' . fmooth 
things, and prophefy deceit ; yet thpfe « 
holy men, in a mdnly fpirit of firmnefs and 
integrity, regardlefs of the nature of the ' 
predictions, repeated with fidelity whatever 
• : o % was 
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was revealed by the Divine Infpiretf ; jtncl 
{o generally unfavourable were the com*. 
munications which they made, that they' 
were fubje&ed thereby* through the long 
courft of their facred miniftry, to tfie. 
conftant reproach and refentment both of 
the princes and the people* 

Was it the policy of an impoftof^ to. 
appear, like the mau of God, before t&fc 
altar at Bethel, and expofe his life to th<f 
rage, of the fufpicious Jeroboam ? # 

Was it the • policy of an iitipoftor, to 
declare in the name of Heaven, like Elijah, 
in confequence of an injury offered to la 
private individual, the tremendous punifli- 
ment of the immoral and impious family 
of Ahab, who had polluted themfelves with 
blood in the profecution of their unjuft 
defigns ? . 

* *~ « 

Was, it the policy of -an impoftor, when 

two "powerful monarch* ,were marchingTorth 

at the head of a formidable army, and all the 

numerous priefts of Aftarte had gratified 

them with pronufesjof iiiccefs and gjory, 

: ' like 
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• 1 

» 

like Micaiah, alone to predi& misfortune 
and defeat, at the hazard of imprisonment, 
and even of death. 

* A deceiver would not, like Elijah, have 
foretold the approaching death of an im- 
pious king ; nor, like Jeremiah, have pre- 
dicted the captivity and afflictions of his 
Sovereign; especially at a moment when 
he had .incurred the perilous fufpicion of 
favouring the caufc of the enemy. 

A deceiver would not, like, Nathan, 
have denounced a heavy judgment for a 
, Single crime, though even of the deepeft 
die, againft oiie of the moft moral and 
pious, as well as the moft proSperous and 
highly favoured of all the kings of Judah. 

1 > . 

A deceiver would not, like Ifaiah, have 
foreShewn to the good and pious Hezekiah 
the approaching ruin of his kingdom, on 
■ account of the apparently triflipg offence, 
of oftentatioufly expoSing his treasures to 
the view of the Babylonian meSTengers. 

What but the. over-ruling Spirit of God* 
could have guided the Prophet of Moab, 

03 when, 
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when, difregarding the moft fplendid 
turements, in oppofition to the interefts 
his nation, to his own ardent' wiihes, i 
to the repeated and peremptory comma 
of his fovereigii, he foretold in thte clear 
fulleft, and moft eloquent terms, the p 
fperity and fame of the unknown j 
hoftile armies' of Ifrael ? 

What but the agency of/ a . fupe: 
Power could have induced the Prophets 
urge the inefficacy of ceremonial rites, ; 
even to fix the period of their final aboliti 
though at the fame time they ftrenuoi 
exerted their divine authority, to ret 
their countrymen in a faithful obferva 
of the Mofaic law, and perpetually rej 
fented it both as the gift and command 
their God ? 

Ifaiah -predicted the reftoration of 
nuine piety in Egypt/ and the eftabl 
ment of an intimate religious conned 
between that country and Judea. N 
whether we confider the Prophecy aa 
fcribing the temporary prevalence of 
daifm under the favour ctf one of the 1; 
Ptolemies, or the converfion of th« Egyp : 

■ t ■ pe< 
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people to Chriftianity in a fubfequent age, 
it cannot be fatisfaftorily accounted for 
upon any of the ordinary motives which 
influence mankind. All the Prophets anxi*- 
oufly laboured to effe& a cohtiimancfe of 
the entire reparation, which ftibfifted be- 
tween .the two countries ; while Ifaiah in 
particular exerted the utmoft force of his 
divine eloquence in diflijading his country- 
men from repofing confidence \n the Egyp- 
tians; and, in profecution of this defign, 
they repeatedly delineated, in the nioft 
ftriking colours, the heavy calamities, to 
which that devoted nation was doomed. 

When Cyrus entered Babylon, the Jew- 
ilh % Prophecies were fubmitted to his in- 
fpe&ion. In them, the Lord, the God of 
Ifrael, is reprefented as forming the light, 
and creating darknefs. Now Light and 
Darknefs were the two prefiding deities in 
the magian fuperftition, in which Cyrus 
had been educated. If, therefore, the Pro- 
phecies of Ifaiah were not really the Re- 
velations of Heaven delivered in a preced- 
ing age, but forgeries executed at the mo- 
ment for purpofes of deception, is it in the 
flighted degree probable, that fuch a de- . 

04 fcription 
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fcription of the Almighty would have been 
invented for the fake of conciliating the 
favour of the conqueror, as was in the 
highefl degree likely to produce an oppo- 
fite cSkAf to provoke his indignation, and 
to render him, even upon religious princi- 
ples, jhoftile to the caufe of the Jews ? 

When {he time of the crucifixipn ap-* 
proached, and the difciples of our Sa-» 
viour were about to be difheartened and 
perplexed by the apparent ruin of their 
caufe, in the ftrongeft and moft impref- 
five maftner he prophetically delineated 
their approaching perfecutions. He repre- 
fented to them, that they were deftined to 
the moft heavy calamities, which human 
nature can endure ; not pnly to prifbns, to 
ftripes, and, to death, but to the general 
hatred of mankind, to the apoftafy and" 
treachery of their friends, and, what is 
perhaps the gr?ateft of all hitman trials, 
even to a general fpirit of indifference, 
among their brethren, refp?£ting their com- 
mon caufe, Sijrely the fpirit of truth, and 
a certain prefciencp of the efficacy of the 
divine affiftance, with which* he intended 
to fupport them, could alonp h^ve prompted 

him 
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him to make fuch an unwelcome repre* 
fentation, at a moment, when every en- 
couragement was required. An impoftor, 
in commending a pretended revelation to 
the zeal of his deluded followers, would 
have endeavoured to fire tftieir imaginations 
by expatiating upon its final triumph, and 
delineating in the brighteft cplours fceiies 
of permanent profperity and fplendour : 
while the intermediate difficulties, to which 
its propagation might appear td be fubjeft, 
would have been either entirely omitted, or 
reprefented in the weakeft and moft general 
terms, as unworthy of the ferious confix 
deration of fincere and able fupporters. 

Though we are unable, in thefe numer- 
ous inftances, to reconcile the fubjefts of 
the pr editions with any motives "of human 
artifice ; yet, if we admit the Prophets to 
have beeit commiffioned by the Lord, the 
God of Heaven, their communications will 
appear perfectly confbnant with that high 
and holy chara&er. They conftantly de- 
clared themfelves to be the meflengers' of 
the Moft High; and it is abfolutely in- 
credible, that they would have uttered 
fuch extraordinary Prophecies, as thofe, 

whicfy 
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which they frequently delivered, if his di- 
vine Spirit had not really over-ruled iand 
guided their wills. When our Saviour 
Condefcended to anfwer the accufatibn of 
the Pharifees, who afcribed his miracles to 
a ^demoniacal agency, he overthrew the 
£ * blfcfphemous obje&ion, by {hewing the ut- 
ter inconfiftency of the pure and holy doc- 
' trine, for the eftablifhment of which his 
fupernatural works Were wrought, with 
the pernicious principles, which a Demon 
muft neceflarily labour to inculcate. In 
like manner, we may reply with • boldnefs 
to the modern Infidel, who arrogantly pro- 
nounces, all Prophecy to be the offspring of 
deception, that the fubje&s of many of 
the facred Oracles were totally irrecopcile- 
able with the purpofe of a deceiver. If 
the fuppofition of their impofture be ad- 
mitted, they inevitably tended to alienate 
the affections of the hearers, and to injure 
the caufe, which they were intended to 
liipport. " My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," 
faid the Lord of hofts to his chofen peo- 
. pie of old. Moft ftrikingly is this fublime 
fentimeht illuftrated in the peculiar nature 
of many of the fubje&s fele&ed by the an- 
cient 



,\ 






•I. 



SERMON V. at>3 

cient Prophets. Far removed from the 
ways and thoughts of man, from the con- 
traded views of human policy, and from 
the petty artifices of impofture, they ex- 
hibit this clear and forcible evidence, that 
they originated in the counfels of the Al- 
mighty, and were delivered in obedience 
to his revealed will. 



K.y * 



■ i 



i » 






* 






*> 



« ~ 



f 

f 



SERMON VI. 



y 



ACTS xv. 18. * 

KNOWfc UNTO GOD ARE ALL HIS WORKS 
PROM THE BEGINNING OP THE WORLD. 

A 0» judge of the truth of Revelation by 
the dogmas, W hich the pride of tana* 
reafon invents ; to affume arbitrary princi- 
ples, and to rejeft or admit the narrations, ^ _>. 
the dodrines, and the evidences contained 
in the facred Writings, as they are found 
to be more or lefs confifterit with tljofe 
principles, is a .practice at once arrogant 
and dangerous in the extreme. We thereby 
endeavour to fet bounds tq the a6b of 
the Almighty, to reduce the high 4K>werr 
of Divine wifdom to a level with the con- 
traded intellect of man, to controui and . 

give 
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give laws to Omnipotence. It is not fur- 
prifing, that a practice fo contrary to the 
natural di&ates of reafon fliould be the pa- 
tent of Scepticifm and Infidelity, The phi- 
, iofophdr prefumptuoufly determines, what 
the conduct and the doctrines of his Maker 
ought to be ; and if the conduct and the 
doctrines, recorded in the volume of Reve- 
Jation, do not coincide with his precon- 
ceived opinion, even though they be fanc- 
tioned by preternatural teftimonies, which 
he cannot fairly diiprove, he rejects them 
ves unreafbnable and unworthy of belief. 
This pernicious error will be found, upon 
examination, to be one chief caufe of the 
increased prevalence of Deifm. It is the 
ftone, on which the pretended philofo- 
phers of the prefent age have fatally Hum- 
bled. 

Though there are firft principles, from 
which we may venture, without prefump- 
' tion, to believe that the Almighty will not 
deviate ; yet they are few and fimple : and 
whenever he appears to depart from any 
. one of them, it becomes us not, on that 
account, arrogantly to reje& his revela- 
tion: we ought rather, with earneftnefs 

and 
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and humility, to feck the caufe of the de- 
viation in the exercife of .forne other of* 
his * divine , attributes, in cbriformif y . with 
which, in the inftance under confideration, 
fix>m the peculiar circumftances of the 
cafe, he in his wifdorti may have adled. 

Lqt it not; be fuppofed, that I wifh to 
exclude the exercife of reafbn pn the fub- 
jedt pf revelation. Far' otherwife. It is 
the principal chara6terift\c ,pf Chriftianity, 
the mark by which it is peculiarly diftin-*^ 
guilhed from all other religions, that it 
fubmits its precepts and evidences to the 
cool and impartial judgment of mankind. 
Some of its do&rines are above, but none 
are contrary to reafon. It is the abufe and 
not the ufe of this faculty, which is con- 
demned. The Chriftian teacher folicits his 
hearers to decide in favour of the Gofpel, 
by the didates of their fbber judgment. 
The more accurately the feveral parts of 
our Religion Ihall be examined, with a fin- 
cere defire of acquiring a knowledge of the 
truth, the more clearly will the admirable 
propriety and excellence of the whole be 
difcerned. 
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In any great work, the fitnefs of a *£- 
riety of important parts is an indubitable 
evidence of defign. The juftnefs and nra- '» 
tual connection of the fevefal members of 
the univerfe ,are vifible testimonies of an * 
all-wife and omnipotent Creator. When 
Galen had examined with accuracy the 
formation of the human, frame, Struck with 
the admirable propriety and mutual agree- 
ment of all its members, he ackndwledged 
it tq be at once the work and the proof of 
a God. In the fame manner^ from the fuit- 
ablenefs of the different parts of the great - 
Scheme of Prophecy, we may reasonably 
infer the neceffity of an infpiring and over-* 
. ruling Mind. 

By cafting our eye over the faCred pages, 
and bringing within our view the moil 
Striking circumstances, illustrative of this 
obfervation, we Shall x be fupplied with a 
forcible argument in Support of the inspi- 
ration of the Prophets. 

In profecuting this enquiry, we muft 
not allow ourfelves prefumptuoufly to af- 
fume arbitrary principles. We muft bear 
continually in our recollection what was 
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the real intention of Prophecy, as that in- 
tention has been gracioufly communicated . 
to us in the facred Writfrigs. We ought 
then to examine whether a consistency . 
can be difcovered in the feveral parts. And 
finally, with diligence and impartiality, 
we fliould endeavour to determine, whe- 
ther fuch a confiftency is not a vifiblc proof 
of design ; and whether it is cither rea- 
sonable, or even poffible, to fuppofe, that 
it could really have been attained, unlefs 
the extraordinary perfons, by whom the 
lcheme was gradually unfolded, had been 
affifted by a divine In/pirer. 

In my former Difcourfes I have been 
chiefly employed in examining the moft 
ftriking chara&eriftics of feveral particular 
predi&ioris : let us now direcft our enquiries 
by more comprehenfive principles, and con- 
fider the general iyftem of Prophecy at 
large, N ^ ■ 

In approaching to this difcuffion, we 
muft call to. our remembrance the defign 
of the Almighty* in raifing up his holy 
Prophets. In the early ages of the world, 
he eftablilhed a double covenant with his 

p chofen 
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chofen people; the one temj46ral, and con- 
fined to themfelves; the other fpiritual, and 
extended to all mankind. By the firft he 
promifed a particular interference, during a 
coniiderable period of time, in the affairs . 
of the Ifraelites : by the fecond, a general 
redemption of the whole human race* In 
conformity with thefe promifes, the Pro- 
phets were commiflioned to preferve among . 
the Jews a full convi&ion of the more im- , 
mediate interposition of God in their pre- ' 
fent government; and alfo to excite in 
their minds an earneft expe&ation of the 
future Deliverer, and prepare the way for 
his coming. Thefe were the general du- 
ties of their miniftry, the great outlines of } 
their high commiffion. 

In the propofed examination of the con- 
fiftency* which diftinguilhes the writings 
of the Prophets, it is my intention to con- 
fider, firft, the circumftances connected 
with the complex nature of the prophetic 
x>ffice, and afterwards thofe, which referred 
folely to the benevolent redemption, which 
was ultimately intended. . * 

When we refled upon the twofold na- 
ture 
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hire of the prophetic office, we may rea- 
fonably imagine, that the fpirit of, Pro- 
phecy would be difplaycd with uncommon 
Fuftre in thofc periods of the Jewifil hif- 
tory, in which the people were more 
ftrongly tempted to forego the expe&ation 
of the future Deliverer, and, renouncing 
the worfhip of Jehpvah, to bow . before the 
altars of the Heathen .gods. 

The perufal of the facred Writings will 
confirm this reasonable prefumption. 

i 

^tEven in the ages, which preceded the 
eftablifh'ment of the Mofaic law> the be- 
nevolent Creator appears to have provided 
for his creatures^ by thefe exprefs means, 
the aid more immediately required by 
the preffure of circumftances at particular 
times. 

When man had incurred by fin the for- 
feiture of hU blifsful condition, arid was 
doomed to fbrrows and to death, the pro- 
mife of future reftoration was peculiarly re- 
quired, to alleviate the fe verity of the fen- 
tence> to banifh the fatal effe&s of defpair, 
and to maintain religion in the world. In 

p 2, that 
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that melancholy hour it was gracioufly im* 
parted. 

At the time of the deluge, and through ' 
the firft of the fucceeding ages, no fpiritual 
promife was renewed ; the vifible interpo- 
fition of God in that awful miracle hav- 
ing neceffarily made a deep impreffioo 
upon the minds of the few furvivors, and 
of their immediate defcendants. 

When mankind again multiplied; and 
the holy Patriarchs were furrounded by a 
corrupt and idolatrous world, they wfere^i- 
cured from the contagion by the afiurances 
of Prophecy, and the promife of an universal 
bleflGng to mankind through their feed. 

When their defendants were about to 
be opprcilcd in a ftrange land, and to bt 
allured by Univcrfal example to . the wor- 
fliip of the Egyptian idols, not only the 
precife period of their bufferings was pre- 
dicted, and the future glories of their tribes 
forefhewn, but; though in obfeure terms*, 
the coming of Shiloh was gracioufly pro— * 
mifed, and the bleflSng was aflured to Ju— - 
dah. On the other hand, during the theo— 
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cracy, between the times of Mofes and of 
the eftablifhment of the royal authority, 
when the power of Omnipotence was fuf* 
ficiently manifefted by figns and mighty 
wonders, and by a frequent difplay of Pro- 
'phecy upon temporal fubjc&s as an inftru- 
ment of divine government ; during that 
wonderful period hardly any intimation 
was given of -the exalted Perfonage, in 
whom all the nations of the earth were 
,i ultimately to be blefled. - 

The fidelity of David was rewarded by 
a plainer and fuller communication of the 
Divine purpofe refpe&ing the future Re- 
* deemen Soon after his times, when the 
' days of vengeance were at hand, when the 
arm of the Almighty was terribly ftretched 
forth, and the people, expofed to his dread- 
ful refentment, were trembling before an 
irrefiftible enemy, or languifhing fti diftant 
captivity ; and when, overpowered by fiich 
tremendous calamities, they were in danger 
of being tempted to renounce the God, by 
whom they were apparently forfaken, and 
to fly f<?r fuccour to the idols, by whom they 
feemed to be fubdued ; then the prophetic 
' power was more particularly exerted to re- 

p 3 . animate 
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animate tbfcir confidence **nd reftotfe the# 
hope, to convince them that the Almighty 
was ftill their protestor, and that they were 
fuffering not from the prevailing afcendancy 
of any other God, but under the juft indig- 
nation of their own. The ages of advpr- 
fity were more particularly the ages of Prq-: 
phecy. In fuch feafons, not only the tem- 
poral fufferings of the Israelites were accu-, 
rately and fully foretold, but the pifture of 
the Meffiah and of his kingdom was drawn 
with an aftonifhing degree of minu tends, 
fpirit, and fplendour. Thus the predic- 
tions of Ifaiah, of Jeremiah, of Ezekiel, 
and of Daniel, were delivered in fea(bns 
of apprehenfion, difmay, and defolation, 

■ 

amidft the impotence of defeat, and the 
anguifh - and defpondence of lengthened 
captivity. 

This fubordinate defign of the holy Spi- 
rit, fo manifeft: through the long courfe of 
Divine infpiration, difplaypd itfelf in a moil 
ftriking ipanner, in one fignal inftance, at; 
the clofe of Jewilh Prophecy. The inha-i 
bitants of Judah had returned from cap- 
tivity in poverty and weaknef$: reftoring 
their ruined temple, they were difpirited 

and 



»• » ■ V » 






"SERMON- VI. a.15 

* 

and difcouraged by the manifeft inferiority 
of the new building to the former pile, the 
magnificent work of Solomon. At this 
feafon of defpondence, the promife of the 
Meffiah was gracioufly renewed; and a 
mighty addition of dignity was afforded 
to the rifing temple, by an anticipation of 
the fplendour and fblemnity, which it 
, Ihould ddrive, in a future age, from the 
prefence of the bleffed Son of God, 

Kyefc the fufpenfion of Prophecy during 
th? long period, which intervened between 
Malachi and the Baptift, affords a ffrong 
confirmation of the principle, which has 
been advanced. The Jewifh chara&er, in 
one mofl important point, had undergone, 
during the captivity in Babylon, a total 
alteration. The ardour for: Idolatry and 
for the forbidden rites of Polytheifm, which- 
had been the caufe, through many preced- 
ing generations, of fo much guilt and woe, 
was entirely extinguifhed. From that fig* 
nal aera the Jews perfevered in a firm, 
though fometimes miftaken, attachment to 
the precepts and .ritual of the law. As 
they were> therefore, no longer in danger 
<af apoftafy, there ^as no farther neceffity 

. ? 4 of 
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of invigorating their confidence and re- 
animating' their piety, by occafional re- 
newals of the divine promife. In qpn- 
formity with this unprecedented fituation 
of the Jews, we find, that the fpirit of 
Prophecy ceafed, and was never after exer- 
cifed in aid of the Mofaic polity. 

. From this Ihort review of the prophetic 
hiflory, it is evident, that thefe gracious com- 
munications were more especially imparted 
at particular feafons, according to a fixed 
principle for the attainment of a particular 
end. To the unprejudiced enquirer it miift 
appear inorally impoffible, that, in a variety 
of • predictions, delivered through a long 
period of time^fuch an intention could be 
made fo clearly and ftrongly to appear, if 
the predictions had been pnthufiaftically 
.and incoherently uttered, and no defign ■ 
whatever had been intended. Chance could 
not have produced fo certain an indication 
of iyftem. 

But though the expe&ation of a Mef- 
fiah, the conftant theme of the divine pre- 
dictions, muft, when fully excited, have 
been peculiarly calculated to preferve a 

people, 
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people, even under the moil calamitous 
diftrefles, in a faithful adherence to the fu-p 
preme Being, from whom the promifcd 
bleffings were to flow ; yet the Ample aflur- 
ance of thefe bleffings, when unattended 
with any vifible proof of a divine interpo- 
sition, would not have been capable of 
completely producing the defired effeCL 
Promifes of fo extraordinary a kind ought 
to be accompanied by circumftances, which 
may imprefs the mind with aftonifhmejit, 
and produce a rational conviction; of the 
certainty* of their accompli fhment.^ Now 
the miraculous powers, which were pre- 
sented to the view of x the Israelites, were . 
adapted/ beyond any other toeans - which 
the human imagination can. dftvife, to fane- 
tion the predictions of the Prophets, and- 
to keep alive among the people a firm 
expectation of the promifed blefling. In 
the later period of the Jewifh hiftory, the 
repeated accompliihmertts of former pre- 
dictions, in all the mpft important and 
many of the moft minute events/ which 
occurred in their refpeCtiye ages, became 
an additional and no left decifive testi- 
mony to the truth of divine infpiration* 
The Prophecy fulfilled, as well as the Mi- 
racle 
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raclc performed, was a pledge and earned 
of the future completion of the mighty 
. promife, which was the ultimate end and 
defign of all Revelation. 

In perufmg the facred Volume, we not 
only behold the authority of Prophecy fup- 
ported by the peculiar nature of the dif- 
ferent means adopted by the Prophets, but 
we behold thefe means each more particu- 
larly employed in x that period of the hiftory, 
in which it was Angularly beneficial and 
appropriate. 

In the infant ftate of the world, in which . 
Prophecy could not yet have acquired that 
high . degree of authority w T hich is obtained 
by the frequent accomplishment, of former 
predi<9tions„ miracles were moft frequently 
employed. When the Children of Ifraeli 
departing from Egypt, were encouraged, 
in .their revolt againft a foreign tyrant, and 
during their painful and dangerous progrefs 
through the wildernefs, by the fplendid and 
repeated promifes of divine Revelation, 
then, the neceffity of their implicit reliance 
upon thefe promifes being more immedi- • 
ately urgent, & long feries of miracles was 

ex-* 
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exhibited, the moft ftupendous, which t^e , 
fruxpan imagination can conceive* 

When, in a later age, the calamities of 
the Ifraelites were multiplied, and even 
their utter extin6tion fometimes appeared / 

tp be r approaching, extraordinary Prophets 
were mqre frequently raifed up ; who, for 
the purpofe of upholding the faith of the 
people, were commiffioned to defcribe in 
fuller, more diftinft, and more glowing 
terms, the character of the Meffiah, and 
the future glories of his kingdom. But, 
as the divine government had been carried 
on, through a lpng iucceffion of years, 
chiefly by the agency of Prophets; and 
3s almpft every event which took place 
was the accomplifhment of a former pre- 
di&iqn, miracles were no longer neceffary 
for the purpofe of confirming the promifea 
of the. Prophets, and eftablifliing the * faith 
qf the hearers. Accordingly few miracles 
appear to have been performed. Though 
events the moft momentous occurred ; 
though the city and temple of Jerufalena 
were deftfoyed, and the Jews were carried 
ipto diftant captivity, and after long exile: 
flurried to their ancient l^nd; yet uo won- 
derful 
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derful a&s of Omnipotence were exerted 
in their behalf; neither was the ftream 
commanded to flow from the dry and 
barren rock, nor were the waters of the- 
Euphrates divided. 

But though iuch frequent advantages 
were derivedr from the communications 
of the Prophets to the generations, to which 
they were refpe&ively addrefled ; yet to 
deliver thofe communications in diftinft 
and Completely intelligible. terms, was nei- 
ther neefcflary for the important purpofe of 
which I have been fpeaking, nor conliftent 
with the peculiar nature of the fyftem, 
tinder which the Prophets and their hearers 

lived. Some of the moft ftubborn diffi- 

i 

culties, which appear to perplex the argu- 
ment from Prophecy, and which the In- 
' fidel exaggerates with pride and exultation, 
arc not only capable of a fatisfa&ory fo- 
lution, but may even reafonably be expe&ed 
from this twofold nature of the Prophetic 
oeconomy. Of this kind is the obfeurity, 
in which the predictions are frequently in- 
volved. In afligning the caufe of this ob- 
feurity, it is not fufficient that we fhould 
expatiate upon the freedom of human 

agency, 
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agency, by which alone many of the pre^ 
di&ions were to receive their accompiifb- 
ment, and which would have been fatally 
interrupted by a clear difcovery of future 
events. It muft b6 prefumed, that fuch 
*to ofofcurity would neceflarily be admitted 
hy men, or rather by the Holy Spirit in 
the inipiration of men, who were the 
fainifters. of a twofold difpenfation, who 
were employed at once to maintain the 
honour df one oeconomy, and, to prepare 
the way for another; and with whom, 
confequently, it muft have been a ruling 
principle of a&ion, not to weaken the au- 
thority of that which was prefent, by too ♦ 
clear and fplendid a difplay of the fiaperior 
excellence or that which was to come, A 
coniiderable degree of obfcurity, therefore, 
appears to be naturally conneded with fuch 
a fcheme of Prophecy; and in moft of the 
predi&ions it will be found. They were 
admirably * calculated to give exercife to 
faith, and encouragement to hope : but 
they were not fufficiently luminous to ali- 
enate affe&ion from the prevailing lyffem, 
to excite impatience, or to nourilh difeon- 
tent, 

i 
* • •• 
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law,-; and more efpecially the ceremonial 
part of it, was prophetic of the Golpel } 
tod from thefe unalienable chara&eriftics 
it evidently appears, that they both pro- 
ceeded from one Almighty Power, atid 
that he was a&ing upon the fame harmo- 
nious ,plan, when he lhone before Mofes 
upon Sinai, and when he poured his glory 
around our Redeemer upon the Mount* 

The above obfervations will appear per- 
haps even more ftriking, if we. recblle<$, 
that the Gofpel difpenfation was final ; that 
it prepared not,, the way, nor looked for- 
ward to any other. It was not .neceflary, 
therefore, to have recourfe to typical cere- 
monies, or fecondary fenfes, either in its 
inftitutions., or in the predi&ions delivered 
by its holy Founder and his infpired\ 
Apoftles. Confequently no traces of them 
will be found in the New Teftament, if 
we except the remarkable inftance of a 
double meaning in the Prophecy of our 
Lord, in which he intermingled the de- 
ftru&ion of Jerufalem with the general 
judgment of the world. 

In the courfe of my obfervations ^upori 
* double 
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double meanings in Prophecies, with a re- 
ference to the particular fubjedt which is 
now under difcuflion, I ought .not to be* 
entirely filent upon the peculiarity of the 
language, in which they are in general con- 
veyed • It not only is not vague, romantic, 
and ridiculous, unworthy of the attention 
of a rational being, as the ignorant and fii- 
perficial Infidel has wiflied to reprefent it ; 
but it is fober arid reafonable, reducible to 
determinate principles, and capable of a 
fatisfa<ftory explication. It is in moft in- 
ftances highly figurative, and ' frequently 
hyperbolical. As it is neither ueceflary, 
nor confiftent with my plan, to enter at 
large into this difcuflion, I (hall briefly 1 ob- 
ferve, that to thofc who have ferioufly con- 
sidered the peculiar nature of the fiibje&> 
fuch a language has appeared Angularly 
appropriate and ufeful, if not abfolutely 
neceflary. It has even been doubted whe- 
ther the end propqfed could have been 
effectually obtained through the medium 
of any other ftyle. And this ftyle, fo con- 
fiftent with the views of the Prophets, 
was particularly adopted by them in thofe 
predictions, in which they intermingled 
fbme important event, which was remote, 

q . with 
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with the nearer tranfa&ion, which jvas 
the more immediate fubjed: of their di- 
vine communication. 

Before I quit the confideration of the 
twofold nature of the prophetic commif- 
fioh, let me be allowed to offer a few ob-> 
fervations upon one peculiar circumftance, 
conne&ed with the predictions of the Old 
Teftament. 

■ 
/ 

In the trial of the prophetic writings, 
that high fpecies of evidence in favour of 
real infpiration, which refults from a faith- 
ful accomplifhment of the predi&ed events, 
is the moft fatisfa&ory which the human 
mind is capable of receiving. The pre- 
dictions were not indifcriminately fulfilled. 
Thofe, of which the "accomplifhment was 
indifpenfably neceflary, have been faithfully 
completed ; while, in fbme few . inflances, 
the events foretold have not occurred. In 
thefe cafes, neyerthelefs, the delivery and 
the revocation of the Divine will appear to 
have been equally confiftent with that com- 
prehenfive fcheme of Revelation, which it 
was the great objeft of Prophecy to affift, 
to illuflrate, and to confirm. In fuhfer- 

vience 
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vience to this fcheme, the Jews, I have al- 
ready obferved, were placed under the more 
immediate and vifible direction " of God. 
The Prophets were his high minifters in 
difpenfing this facred government. One of 
the principal means, by which they at once 
convinced the people of his miraculous in- 
terposition in their favour, and moft pow- 
erfully incited them to faith and a pious 
obedience, "was the prophetic anticipation 
of the calamities which would. follow their 
crimes, and of the bleffings which would 
crown their piety. Xhefe rewards and 
punifhments not taking place at the mo- 
ment when the pfedi&Ions were uttered, it 
may reafonably be prefurtied, that the ul- 
timate purpofes of the Almighty could not 
be exprefled, as they muft have depended 
upon contingencies, which might enfue, 
between the delivery of the Prophecies, 
and the period of their intended cbmple- 
tion. The threatened calamity might be 
averted by reperttance : the promifed bleff- 
ing might be "Tforfeitecf by intermediate 
guilt. In conformity with this prefump- * 
tion, which is infeparable from a juft know- 
ledge of the Jewifli oeconomy, it will ap- 
pear from a minute investigation, that all 
"• . ,. q. 3 the 
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the Prophecies, which were not verified by 
the events, were delivered as a fpecies 
either of commination or of encourage- 
ment ; and that they were tendered void, 
by a fubfequent change of condu& in the 
people to whom they were addreffed. 

Let it not however be luppofed, that 
the defender of Chriftianity enumerates*, 
without any juft means of difcrimination, 
among the immediate inftruments of the 
theocratic government, all thofe Prophe- 
cies, which have not been duly fulfilled* 
The cleareft and moft (hiking diftin&ions 
may be difcerned. They generally referred 
to approaching events, and were always ex- 
preffed in a language completely intelligible 
to the hearers. Being intended as induce- 
ments to aftion, it was abfblutely neceffary 
that they fhould be clearly apprehended by 
the agents. On the other hand, all thofe 
Prophecies, eminently fuperior in number 
iand importance, the accomplishment of 
which was certain, were diftinguifhed by 
higher charaderiftics. Either they were 
concealed from the full knowledge of the 
hearers, under the veil of a highly figura- 
tive language, and of types and fecondary 

meanings ; 
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meanings ; or they contained an accurate 
detail of mixlute circumftances ; or -were re- 
peated by fiicceffive Prophets; or they were 
&n<3;ioned by an oath, or confirmed by a 
miracle ; or they exceeded the probable 
force of fecond caufes ; or they related to 
the deftru&ion of idolatrous kingdoms* and 
the fall of future empires j 01; they referred 
-to fpiritual bleffings, and fhadowed out 
the great features of univerfal redemption. 
Thefe chara&eriftic diftin&ions, made by 
one of the ftiiongeft and mdft fagacious 
minds *, which has e\ner been employed in 
elucidating the fubjeft of Prophecy, fuffi- 
ciently prove, that the predictions were* 
not the wild cffiifions of enthufi^ftn, or the 
ralh fpeculatioris of conjecture ; that they 
were delivered in ftricft conformity with 
fixed principles ; and that the friend of Re- 
velation does not without juft reafon refer 
to the clafs of conditional Prophecies, all 
thofe, in which the event has not corre- 
fponded with the defcription of the Pro- 
phet. • 

An additional authority may be afforded 






Stillingfleet, Origines Sacrae, book ii. chap,j£. 
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to thcfe obfervations, by recurring, as at 
the concluiipn of the laft argument, to the 
writings of the New Teftament. When 
the Meffiah appeared, the Almighty had 
ceafed to direft, by a miraculous interfe- 
rence, any favoured portion of his creatures. 
Conditional Prophecies were no longer re- 
quifite, as the appropriate and ufeful in- 
ftruments of ^ divine government. Ac- 
cordingly, no conditional prophecies appear 
to have been uttered after the days of 
Malachi. Not a Single predi&ion was de- 
livered, either by Chrift, or by his firft in- 
spired minifters, of which it can be fhewn, 
* that the neceflary time of completion has 
pafled, and left it unaccomplished. 

But leaving the considerations which 
arife from the double nature of the dif-~ 
penfation, of which the Prophets wefe the 
minifters, let us now proceed upon more 
enlarged principles, and dire6l our enquiries 
to forne of the general chara&eriftics of the 
prophetic fcheme. 

It was the principal end and defign of di- 
vine infpi ration, to bear teftimony to the 
truth of Chriftianity. This being the great 

obje&, 
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objcA, preeminently intended by the Omni- 
scient Infpirer, if may naturally be fuppofed, 
that the prefiguratibn of the Divine Founder 
of the new religion, and of the new religion 
itfelf, would form the diftinguifhing feature 
of the facred Oracles. It would occupy, 
we may reafbnably expert, . the moft dif- 
tinguifhed place in the facred Writings, be 
held forth continually in view, and pervade 
and animate all the fyftem. The a&ual 
proceedings of the Prophets accord with 
this reafonable expectation*. The blefled 
Jefus and his divine religion were the 
conftant fubje<5ts of their predi&ions.. Se- 
condary circumftances were incidentally 
mentioned ; but our holy Redeemer was 
the favourite theme of all, from the open- 
ing of the revelation at the fall of man, 
to the clofe of Jewifti Prophecy with Ma- 
lachi. Even the minuteft traits refpe&ing 
him were accurately, diftinguilhed. fiii 
entire hiftory may be collected with almoft r 
equal precifion from the Hebrew Scriptures, 
Und from the writings of the N Evangelifts. 
If we fhould expunge from the Old Tefta- 
ment all the paffages which relate to his 
advent and religion, the remaining part 

q 4 would. 
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would abound with a profufion of pre- 
dictions, which, though Angularly ftriking 
in themfelvcs, would be deprived of their 
bond of connexion, and would not con- 
duce to any end of general and tranfcen- 
dent importance. 

.Since facred Prophecy has propofed, as • 
the final caufe of its delivery, the illuftration 
of a fingle and moft momentous event, it 
may be prefumed, that the fcattered pre- 
dictions will colle&ively compofe one uni- 
form and harmonious fchemc. Bearing 
this circumftance in our recolle&ion, let 
us endeavour briefly to develope, in a few 
ftriking inftances, the fyftem of the facred 
writers. They all unite in one common 
defign of raifing the expe&ation of a great 
and benevolent redemption. The moft ex- 
traordinary circumftances, by which it was 
to be attended, are varioufly and minutely 
pourtrayed. The prophetic delineation, ge- 
neral and indeterminate at its commence- 
ment, gradually aflumes a fuller and more 
diftinct charadler, as the time of its fulfil- 
ment approaches. The fpirit of Prophecy 
firft difplayed itfelf at the introdu&ioj* of 

fin : 
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fin: it clofed its heavenly career, when the 
power of fin was broken in the triumphant 
eftablifhment of Chriftianity. The tern- . 
poral events which it pourtrayed, the at- 
chievements of celebrated monarchs, and 
the revolutions of mighty empires, were all 
more immediately concerned in favouring 
the progress of Revelation. The falfe pre- 
tenders to infpiration may in vain lay 
claim to this incontrovertible teftimony x>f 
an over-ruling influence. The prediction* 
of the Pagan oracles were independent of 
each other, and utterly incapable of uniting 
in one grand and connected iyftem. Sacred 
Prophecy alone combines its* feveral parts 
in one perfeft whole. The merciful ipirit 
of redemption breathes through every 
of the Prophets, and imparts the fal$e 
beauty and harmonious agreement to their 
numerous writings, which natural law and 
order, as willed by the Almighty, beftow 
upon the vaft and multiform iyftem of the 
univerfe. 

A fonts of Prophecies, of which it is the 
great object to difclofe all the illuftrious 
diftin&ions of one extraordinary perfony in 
whom they will receive their full and final 

accom- 
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accomplifhment, if it be made to compre- 
hend a wider range of circumftances, will 
exhibit a greater degree of confiftency and 
unity of defign, in proportion as it con- 
fines itfelf to thofc, which are in fbme de- 
gree connected with his appearance. Other 
human events, though eminently import- 
ant in the hiftory of mankind, if they are 
independent of this primary intention' of 
the omnifcient Infpirer, will, we may juftly 
fuppofe, be paffed over in filence. 

If we recur, as in the early part of this 
Lecfture, to a brief examination of the 
Prophetic Hiftory, we ihall find that this 
reasonable expe&ation moft faithfully coin- 
cides with the a&ual chara&er of , Jewilh 
Pibphecy. 

In its infant ftate, it was imparted to a 
few humble and pious Patriarchs, then 
wandering with their flocks over the Eaft. 
But they were the appointed founders of 
an extraordinary people, among whom the 
fcheme of redemption was to be gradually 
unfolded; and at length, in the fuhiefs-of 
time, the Meffiah was to appear. 
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At a more advanced period,' when the 
defendants* of thefe . favoured Patriarchs 
had multiplied into a numerous and pow- 
erful nation, and, condufted by the arm of 
the Almighty, were miractiloufly fettled in 
the promifcd land, the prophetic fpirit ex- 
erted itfelf, as a powerful instrument of 
theocracy, both in encouraging their faith- 
ful adherence to the Mofaic eftabliftiment, 
and in favouring their martial enterprizes 
againfl: the idolatrous nations which fur* 
rounded them* 

When, corrupted by fuccefs, and de- 
voted to idolatry, they were fevered by 
the avenging arm of the Almighty into 
two Separate and hoftile kingdoms, the 
power of Prophecy was more particularly 
displayed among the two tribes which 
were fettled around" Jerusalem; for they 
were the more faithful s adherents to the 
religion of their fathers, and the immediate 
progenitors of the Saviour 6f mankinc^ 

. In purfuing their hiftory, we difcover* 
that the vices i of the Ifraelites multiplied, 
and xthe heavieft calamities approached. 
The fcheme of Prophecy was enlarged 

To 
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To the defponding inhabitants of Judah, 
cither finking under a vi&orious enemy, 
or. languifhing in captivity, was foretold the 
ultimate ruin of the neighbouring king- 
doms and empires, thdn triumphant over 
the people of the Lord, and exulting in 
the fancied ftrength of their own idols. 
The doom of nations powerful and opu- 
lent was irrevocably determined ; of Tyre, 
of Moab, and of Aflyria ; of Egypt, the 
mother of fcience ; and of Babylon, the 
haughty miftrefs of the eaflern world. 

The time of the Mefliah approached. 
The feed of Abraham had nearly com- 
pleted their part in the wonderful prepara- 
tion for his advent. Prophecy now forfbok 
the contracted limits of the Eaft, and, re- 
vealing the difpofition of human affairs 
• moft fuitable to this flupendous eVent, 
forefhewed the elevation of thofe vaft' 
empires, which facilitated the progrefs of 
Christianity. . . 

The vi&orious Macedonian, by extend- 
ing his conquefts from the Ionian fhores to 
the banks of Indus and the ocean, was the 
principal means of introducing, through 

the 
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the moft confiderablc . part of his immenfe 
empire, the knowledge of a language the 
moft perfed: and the moft general, which 
has ever been ufed by mankind. It was 
through the medium of this common lan- 
guage, that, in the age of the Ptolemies, 
the facred hiftory recorded in the Law and 
the Prophets was laid open to the whole 
Gentile w T orld, and, in a fubfequent aera, 
the Apoftles, fent forth by our Lord, uni- 
verfally difleminated the knowledge of a c - '' 
Redeemer, and the joyful tidings of his 
Go/pel. 

The domination of Rome, fb ftrikingly 
predi&ed by Daniel, which -extended over 
all the civilized portion of the globe, pro- 
duced that arrangement of fublunary affairs, 
which alonei perhaps, as - human means, ; . : 
could have eflentially favoured the wuje / *• 
difFufion of Chriftianity. The various na- 
tions of the earth were all united by one. ?. 
common band : an univerfal toleration was 
indulged to all religions : the intercottrfe of 
ftrangers was facilitated and encouraged : 
not only the progrefs of the firft teachers 
of the Gofpel was expedited, but the ne- 
ceflary correfpondence between the nu- 
merous 
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mcrous focieties of fcattered Chriftians was 
maintained by the vaft Roman roads, which 
had been formed for the paflage of the le- 
gions, and united the banks of the Danube 
to the coafts of the Mediterranean, and the > 
confines of Parthia and Egypt to the fhore* 
. . of the Atlantic. 

At length Chriftianity was received as 
the common Religion of the world, where- 
ever civilization prevailed, and the Roman 
. , arms had been" difplayed. Thus, finally 
triumphant, it became iftdependent of mp- 
narchs and of empires. "All the predictions, 
therefore, which regarded the times ftfbfe- 
quent to this period, if we except thofe re- 
lating to the fall of the empire, an event 
more immediately connected with the firft -, J 
propagation of Chriftiajaity, negle&ing tem- 
poral occurrences, the fortune of {o\c-' 
reigns, or the fate of kingdoms, appear to 
have referred fblely to the fpiritual condi- 
* tiori-of mankind. The Prophets were ii- 
lent upon many of the moft wonder- 
ful changes, which have taken place in 
later ages ; the finguldr ipecies of power 
acquired by nautical fcience, the founding 
of ; a powerful empire over the regions of 
' \ . the 
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the North, the difcbvery of another hemi- 
sphere, the introdu&ion of civilization and 
the arts among the fayages of epctenfive 
illands, which had lain concealed through 
all -paft time in the great Southern Ocean, 
and the Stupendous revolutions inStanta- 
neoufly effe&ed over the whol? EaSt, the 
great fcene of Revelation, by the defcent 
of myriads of northern barbarians under 
the fanguinary Standards of Zingis and Ti- 
mour. Our attention is confined to the 
triumphs of the Arabian ImpoStor, to th« 
monStrous corruptiefcsf of the Papal usurpa- 
tion, to the apoSiaSy of later times, to the 
unparalleled and awful calamities of the 
Jews, and to the univerfal propagation of 
Christianity, and thq final confumma- 
tion of all things in the fecond appearance 
of Chrift, a triumphant and glorified Mef- 
Siah. 



■ r 






- Having enumerated Tome of the mod.. 
Striking circumstances attending facred Pro- 
phecy, as they referred to the obje&s .re- 
fpe&ively purfued. in the courfe of Reve- 
lation, I wiflr, before I conclude the pre- 
f<?nt Lecture, to dire 61 your attention for 
a Short tixne to qne distinguishing charac- 
teristic,. 
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teriftic, by which it is indifpenfaMy requi- 
site, that the real Prophets fhould be marked. 

The minifters of a true revelation, even 
the adverfaries of Chriftianity muft allow, 
will be diftinguifhed by a conftant enforce- 
ment of the pureft principles of morality 
and religion. When our affent to it is 
demanded, it is not Sufficient, that the 
proofs of a fupernatural agency be clearly 
adduced ; it muft alfo appear, that the 
caufe of piety and virtue, and the general 
welfare of mankind, are either immediately 
or ultimately promoted by the divine com- 
munications. An agency more than hu- 
man may lie, perhaps, within the ability 
of evil fpirits, who may wifh to favour, 
by fuch means, their malignant plans of 
wickednefs and mifery. Perfe& reftitude 
of principle, therefore, is neceSTarily re* 
quired in the holy men, who declare them- 
felves to be appointed the meSTengers of the 
Moft High, and to be endued with ex- 
traordinary prefcience. 

In referring to the Grades of Paganifm, 
we foon difcover, that the minifters of the 
deluSive fuperftitions of the world were 

Singularly 
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Angularly defe&ive in this unerring tcft of 
the truth.. It was thdir principal objeft to 
decide the temporal fortunes of individuals, 
and to give energy to the defigns of national 
policy. Precepts df morality and rules of 
juft conduA were feldom delivered from 
the cave or confecrated tripos. The pur- 
eft fentiments prevalent among the Pagans 
either were enforced by the Philofbpher, ot 
adorned the pages of the Poet. When 
calamity threatened either the ftate or the 
individual, if the Oracle was fblicitecf to 
reveal the caufe, which had provoked the 
anger of the gods, the evil, on moft occa- 
sions, was declared to arife, not from fla- 
grant breaches of morality, from profligacy 
of fentiment, or depravity of conduct ; but 
from a trifling negledl of the external du- 
ties of religion, or from the unworthy jea- 
loufies of contending deities, cir from tl\o 
inaufpicious omens, which had immediately 
preceded an enterprize. 

But happy had it been for the Heathen 
world, if, upon the fubjeft of morality, 
their Oracles had been invariably filent. 
The few fentiments, which they did deli- 
ver, were not always grounded upon the fe- 
«.'•.'■■-" r vere 
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vere principles of reafbn and truth : they 
varied with the fluctuation of human opi- 
nions, and were even accommodated to the 
prejudices, the paffidns, and the vices of , 
their votaries. Nay, they frequently even 
commanded the grofleft violations of mo- 
rality and decorum, and veiled, under the 
proftituted**name of religion, the moft fla- 
gitious and horrible abominations, which 
liave ever been permitted to pollute the 
annals of the human race. 

The Prophets of the true God were in- 
spired by the pureft principles. They ao 
tively and invariably exerted themfelves in 
the caufe of virtue. The fyftdm of mo^ 
rality, which they fan&ioned, was pure, 
ievere, and founded upon determinate and 
acknowledged principles. They tempered 
its feverity, however, with the love of 
mercy and the gentle feelings of benevo- 
lence. ' With, alt the warmth of zeal, and 
energy of eloquence, they recommended - 
the caufe of the ftranger, the widow, and 
the orphan. Neither the pomp of ftation 
nor the tyranny of power could fhield the 
offender from their manly and indignant 
rebukes : and exhibiting a boldnefs, which, 

perhaps, 
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|5fcrhaps, is unparalleled in the whole hif- 
tory of mankind, and Which could only be 
infpired by the confidence of truth and the- 
certainty of Divine afliftance, they even 
chaftifed a powerful monarch for the un-* 
lawful indulgence of his paffions ; and 
openly denounced the vengeance of the 
high Beirig, by whom they were infpired, 
againft a formidable tyrant, who had mur- 
dered, for the fake of plunder, the poor 
poffeflbr of a neighbouring vineyard. 

1 - 

I * 

The piety, which they required, was not 
the cold and inefficient duty of an external 
ritual ; it was the religion of the heart, the 
• controul of the internal feelings of the ibul, 
and an inward and ever-adive perfuafion 
of the exiftehce and providence of an all- 
judging God/ It earneftly excited gratitude 
for his favours, fupplication for his forgive- 
nefs, and reliance on his protection. 

■ 

Thefe moral and religious duties were hot 
varied vwith the progrefs of civilization, nor 
made to bend to temporal occurrences, to 
the will of a favoured monarch, or the ca- 
\ '"prices of contending parties. They were 
\ independent of human events, regular as 
the order . of nature, and eternal as the 
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Fountain of infpiration. . Their influence 
was the moil: extcnfivc which the ima- 
gination can conceive. They were not 
calculated to aggrandize a favourite (late, 
nor appropriated to the inhabitants of a 
particular climate ; but they were equally 
ufeful to all countries, and obligatory oh 
the whole human race. 

In eftimating the. excellence of the mo- 
ral principle inculcated by the fuppofed 
ministers of fuperior beings, considerable 
attention is due to their descriptions of the 
exalted Power, whoSc will they pretend to 
reveal. Unworthy representations of the 
fupreme Being degrade the fentiments and 
vitiate the heart; while pure and exalted 
conceptions of his divine nature are emi- 
nently calculated to refine the moral fenfe. 
.And let us not forget, that they alone can 
T>e realbnably fuppoSed to have been the 
real minifters of Heaven, who aScribe com- 
plete perfedion to the divine Perfon, in 
whom is comprehended every excellence, 
• which it is poSTible for the human mind to 
conceive. 

The Pagan deities, from the humble 
rank of mortals, had been elevated to the 

honours 
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honours of divinity, either by the gratitude 
of an ignorant and fuperftitious antiquity, 
or by the impious adulation of, a corrupt 
court. Their earthly characters had been 
iullied by the blackeft crihies ; and they 
were reprefented as ftill debafed by human 
infirmities, and as enjoying, in imaginary 
regions, a boundleis indulgence' of the molt 
impious and deftru&ive vices. The go- 
vernment of the univcrfe was fitppofed not 
to be directed by one infpiring mind, nor 
carried on by one unvaried principle, but to, 
be diftributed among a multiplicity of dei- 
ties, who were a&iiated by jealoufies, pro- 
voked by animofities, and divided by con- - 
tending interefts. The common happinefs 
of .mankind, and the facred caufe of virtue, 
appear to have been, in general, remote 
from their consideration, and difregarded 
in their conduft: while in the honours, 
which they demanded, they countenanced 
the groiTeft impurities, and not * unfre- ' 
qucntly delighted even in ~ the effufion of • 
human blood. • -''■"*. 

» 

But let us turn from this unpleafing 
pi&ure, and contemplate the Jehovah pf 
-the Hebrews. The. Prophets of Jfrael, in a. 
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{brain * of divine ' eloquence, prefent a de- 
fcription of the Godhead, far purer v and 
more fublime'than any, which the unaf- 
iifted* human mind has ever conceived. 
He is" defcribed as the one fupreme Being, 
, , exiftiiig from all eternity, prefent through 
all fpace, poflcfling all power, and know-' 
ing all- things, * paft and prefent and to 
come. He is reprefented as fpiritual in 
his nature, the maker and the preferyer of 
the univerfe, the conftant friend of virtue, 
and the certain avenger of vice. He de- 
lighteth not, they explicitly declare, in the 
+ odours of incenfc, nor in the blood of vic- 
tims, but in uprightnefs of condud: and 
purity of fentiment, in a6ls of benevolence, 
and in the duties of warm and unaffuming 
piety. 

. In the courfe of the prefent Le&ure, I 
have, endeavoured to ihew the confiftency, 
> . "which rims through ancient Prophecy. It 
" feems fcarcely poflible not to admit the 
reality of thefe chara&eriftics, when we 
recoiled the feveral parts of the fubjeft, 
which have juft been difcuffed. The pre- 
dictions were moftly delivered at thofe fea- 
fons, in which the fubordinate advantage 
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intended to be derived, at the iriftant of 
their delivery, was more particularly ob-v 
tained. For the more certain attainment 
of this advantage, miracles were neceflary 
for the confirmation of the words- of the 
Prophets : and miracles were exhibited, not 
indifcriminately in all fenfons, but .in thofe 
chiefly, in which fuch'*a confirmation of 
the words of the Prophet was more efpe- 
cially required. It was neceflary to veil for 
a time the fenfe of many Prophecies from 
the knowledge of thofe, to whom they 
were addrefled. They, were veiled; and the 
means by which' this temporary conceal-* 
merit was generally -efFe&ed, fecondary: 
meanings and types, were adapted with 
fingular propriety to the complex nature 
of the difpenfation, of which the Prophets 
were the minifters. It was in the higheft 
degree probable, from the particular defign 
of one part of the Revelation, that fbme of 
the predictions * would not be verified by 
the events. This revocation of the declared 
purpofes of the divine Infpirer took place, 
but in thofe alone in which the neceflary rea-. 
fon can be afligned. The one fole and mo- 
mentous object, the teftimony of the blefled 
Saviour of the world, was kept perpetually 

r 4 N ill 
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Pagan countries. They hare generally been 
hfcard with considerable attention, and not 
upfrequently have been prote&cd and en- 
couraged, through a long courfe of time, 
by the laws and by the magiftrate. Yet 
in none of their effufions can the fainteft 
traces be difcovercd of a conne&ed plan, 
or of unity of defign, mXich lefs of fiich a 
plan and fuch a defign, as are exhibited in 
the facred Writings. The priefts of Greece 
and Rome, who perhaps advanced the art 
of divination to the higheft Aate of per- 
fection, to which it can be carried by mere 
human ability, uttered a profufion of Ora- 
cles,, which were totally unconnected with 
each other, and had no relation, towards 
the attainment of any common end. 

. The Sibylline books, which, iii the mo- 
ment of general calamity, the magiftrates 
of the Roman republic affe&ed to confulfy 
had they been fuch as were 'pretended, 
would have approached nearer than any # 
other compositions, with which we are ac-/ 
quainted, to the chara&er of the infpired 
Writings. The citizens were deluded into 
an opinion, that thofe volumes contained * 
a'ipecics of . information, which implied a 

confi- 



• ■ ♦ 



S E~R M O N VI. *$x 

cohfiderable foreknowledge of the hiftor^ 
of- Rome; and that they were defigned' 
for the inftru&ion of the future magiftrate* - 
and the confequent preservation of. the - 
ftate. Here then Would have been con- 
gruity of parts and a n^omentoui end. But 
the whole was a *fi&ion. " We cati difcover " 
no reafbnable grounds of belief, that the • 
books contained the information, which 
was artfully pretended. The tale refped- 
ing them was invented, from political mo- 
tives, in the infancy of Rome, and was con- 
tinued through fucdeeding ages as an ufe- 
ful engine of ftate, 1 ill appealing the' fears 
of the populace, during feafons of tumult » 
and difmay, atid affording a religious fanc-> 
tion to the extraordinary decrees of the * 
civil power. Had they really contained 
fuch information, though they would un- 
doubtedly, ^have appeared to be in a very* 
high degree. miraculous, yet from the know- 
ledge, which we have been enabled to ac- 
quire refpefting them from the Roman 
hiftorians, we may venture to pronounce, 
that in the ftrong and difcriminating cha- 
ra&eriftics, which have been the fubje&fc 
of difcuffion in the prefent Difcourfe, they 
■ f would 
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would ftill have funk in a companion 
with the infpired writings of the Pro- 
phets. 

The vaft fcheme of facred Prophecy was 
formed for the fublime purpofe of reveal- 
ing remote events^ . It was ipt difclofed 
by the fuccefsful efforts of a favoured in- 
dividual, richly endowed by nature, and 
Jiighly improved by cultivation. The Pro- 
phets, through whofe agency it was gra- 
dually unfolded, were jnany in number: 
they appear not in general to have been 
diftinguifhed by .uncommon fuperiority of 
intellect ; and they afluredly, were not af- 
fifted by a fortunate difpofition of human 
affairs* They arofe through fucceffive ge- 
nerations ; and uttered their predi&ions 
under the m.oft violent reverfes of fortune, 
and the rrtoft {hiking variations of fbciety. 
Sometimes they were invefted with the 
dignity of an exalted ftation ; fbmetimes 
they were difpirited and debafed by an ig- • 
Dominious captivity. At one period of 
their miniftry they were the founders, of a 
kingdom ; at another they mourned over 
the ruins of their fallen country. They: 
.. • : were 
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were not aflbciatcd b iiito one body, con- 
trouled and dire&ed by known and efta* 
Mifhed rules. It does not appear, that th? 
later Prophets were in all cafes t even ad- 
mitted to a knowledge of the full inten* 
tion of thofe who had preceded them : it 
is not evident, that they Always compre- 
hended the whole fcopc of their own pre* 
di&ions : and it m&y with' confidence be 
afferted, that in general they were not -en- 
couraged and fupported by the protection 
and patronage of the ftate. 

Such agents, •coniidcred as mere unaf- 
fifted men c j we may boldly ventvire to dc- 

b I fpeak of the extraordinary Prophets, who, as f have 
already had occafion to remark, though fometimes felected 
from the fchools of the Prophets, were not connected in 
their mimflry with that inftitution. 

c The following vigorous lines, in whkh Dryden hat 
ipoken of the Books of divine Revelation in general, may 
.with peculiar jjuftnefs be applied to the fpirit of Prophecy 
in particular, which is difplayed in them all : 

Whenqe, but from Heaven, could men unfkftTd in art*, 

In feveral ages' born, in feveral parts, 

Weave fuch agreeing truths ? or lipw, or why, 

Should all confpire to cheat us' with a lie ? 

•UnafiVd their pains, ungrateful their advice, 

Starving their gain, and martyrdom their price. 

ReIigio Laici. 
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clare, were totally incompetent to ad: irt 
concert for purpofes of tranfeendent im- 
portance, and to produce fuch a wonderful 
and perfqft fyftem of Prophecy, as that 
which the holy Scriptures exhibit. The 
propriety and beautiful confiftency, which 
harmonize its varied parts, muft have been 
the emanation .of one infpiring Power, the 
great Difpofer of all events. To his all-feeing 
mind were manifeft from the beginning 
all the various parts of the ftupendous 
fcheme, which, in the progrefs of time, 
were fucceffively unfolded to mortal know- 
ledge. He went • on from age to age, a- 
midft the rife and fall of empires, and the 
fluctuations of his human inflruments, in the 
regular profecution of one, predetermined 
and unaltered plan. And thus, the com- % 
pofitions of his Prophets, like all his won- 
derful productions, exhibit that unity of 
defign, and harmony of parts,* which it is 
equally impious and abfurd to repreferlt as 
the fortunate refill t of Contingencies, or a 
iuccefsful effort of ingenious impofture. 
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2 PETER i. at. 

££.0£HECY CAME NOT IN OLD TIME BY THE 
WILL OP MAN ; BUT HOLY MEN OP GOD 
SPAKE AS THEY WERE MOVED BY THE 
HOLY GHOST. 

JT EW fubje&s are more interefting to the 
mind, or require a more intenfe exertion of 
its difcriminating powers, than the motives 
of human conduit. Curiofity, perpetually 
alive to reftarches of this . nature, employs 
itfelf, where its fphere of a&ioa is confined, 
, even in fcrutinizing the occurrences of 
humble life, which, too infignificant to be- 
come obje&s of public enquiry, can only 
attraft the notice or engage the atten- 
tion of thofe, who are {hangers to more 

im- 
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portant tranfa&ions. The political observer, 
not bounding his {peculations within iuch 
contracted limits, analyfes with fubtlety 
of discrimination the public events, which 
arc paffing within his view, ill order to ex- 
plore the fecret principles, which actuate 
courts and councils. The fcholar, extend- 
ing ftill wider his jefearches, and carrying 
his imagination back into diftant ages, in- 
veftigates the genuine character of an il- 
luftrious hero, and the feal object: of a me- 
morable fed: or party, which were con^ 
cealed under the popular maik of patriot- 
iim or piety. 

... 

It is reafbnable to fuppofe, that this prin- 
ciple will operate with increaiing efficacy, 
in proportion as the object of inveftigation 
advances in Angularity and importance. 

The Hebrew Prophets exhibit an ap- 
pearance perhaps the moft extraordinary, 
which occurs in the annals of the hu- 
man race. A feries of individuals, riling 
almoft " without interruption through the 
moft considerable part of the national hif- 
tory, affumc a more than mortal character, 
determine with equal freedom upon the 
•> " conduct 
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conduft of the humbleft and the moft ex- 
alted members of the community; and, 
laying claim to a miraculous knowledge of 
futurity, foretel the revolutions and the cala- 
mities, not only of their own ftate, but alfo 
of the moft powerful and flouriihing em- 
pires of the world. 

An enquiry into the motives, by which 
they appear to have been a&uated, is not 
merely calculated to gratify a barren curio- 
fity, but may prove of eminent importance, 
and extenfive utility. I fhall endeavoijr, 
therefore, on the prefent occafion, to demon- 
ftrate, that there are no motives of worldly 
policy fufficient to render a fatisfa&ory ex- 
planation of their conduft, as it is recorded 
in the writings of the Old Teftament. 

It was fo iingular in its nature, and fo 
irreconcile&ble with all the known princi-* 
pies of adtion amon^ deceivers> that it can 
only be juftly accounted for by adm/ ,ting 
the interpoiition of a divine agency, and 
the irreiftible influence of an almighty arid 
over-ruling Spirit. 

If the fcheme of Jewifli Prophecy at 

s large 
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large be not of divine origin, it muft have 
been the oflspring either of impofture or 
gnthufiafm. In profecuting our enquiries* 
it is abfblutely neceflary to fliew, that nei- 
ther of thefe caufes could have operated. 

If Prophecy was originally invented, and 
afterwards fiiccefsfully continued, as an in- 
ftrument of deception, it muft have been 
intended to promote fome human aim. 
It muft have been conduced by the Pro- 
phets with the defign either of giving 
energy to the political views of their coun- 
trymen, or traiteroufly aiding the enter- 
prizes of their enemies ; of conciliating 
the favour of the ' foverelgn, or acquiring 
popularity among the multitude; or finally, 
of accumulating riches and advancing their 
temporal fortunes. It is fcarcely poffiblc 
to name any other human caufe fuffi- 
ciently weighty to account for their con- 
duct * 

The political impoftor, though he may 
throw a veil of impenetrable obfeurity over 
thofe fecret arts, by which religion is made 
fubfervient to his views, muft yet unfold, 
in the moft explicit terms, the particular 

defign, 
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tlefign, to the profecution of which he 
may labour to direft the public mjnd. 
That niuft always be a clear and ftftking 
feature in his compofitions, notwithftand- 
ing the myfteries and ftudied perplexities, 
in which all the other parts may be in- 
volved. Thus the immediate conqueft of 
enemies, or the predominance of a favoured 
fa&ion, events, which it was their objeft 
to facilitate, were limply and boldly de- 
clared, by the minifters of the Greek and 
Roman Oracles, to be the* predetermined 
will of the divine powers, by whom they 
pretended to be inspired. 

Now the Hebrew Prophets rarely dwelt 
upon great political dvents, which fhould 
be favourable to their countrymen ; they 
never even alluded to domeftic diflenfions 
and civil animofities, except in thofe in- 
ftances, in which they were occafioned by 
idolatry and a fpirit of ftubborn difobedi- 
ence to the Lord of heaven and earth. 
They never complained of the difrefpeft of 
the people to their fbvereign, of their inat- 
tention to the laws of their country, or of 
their refra&ory and mutinous fpirit toward 
their military leaders in the camp. Their 

s 2 threats 
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threats were almoft invariably confined to 
a fingle fpecies of guilt, an ungrateful de- 
parture from the true God, and the confe- 
quent violation of his commandments. 

The Oracles of Heathen antiquity were 
artfully employed, on the eve of a battle, 
in animating the courage of the foldiess, 
by predi&ing the defeat of their enemies. 
Very different was the conduct of the Pro- 
phets of God. It was not their principal 
obje<5 to expatiate upon the tranfa&ions, 
in which their cotemporaries will be en- 
gaged. In the inftances, in which they 
alluded to approaching events, their Pro- 
phecies, as we have fccn in a former 
Le6kire, were generally in the higheft de- 
gree unfavourable and alarming. But the 
energy of their divine eloquence was moft 
frequently and moft powerfully excited in 
revealing the occurrences of diftant times, 
the remote ruin of enemies, which waj to 
be accomplifhed by agents unconnected 
with the Jewifh ftate. Now a foreknow- 
ledge- of the diftant fall of a vi&orious and 
''■ irrefiftible enemy, though it might footh 
the anguifli of defeat, and lighten the 
chairts of fcrvitude, could not infpire pa- 
tent 
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fent confidence, or animate to immediate 
exertion. 

' While the rifing glory and approaching 
profperity of their own nation was the con- 
ftant theme of, the minifters of Heathen 
Oracles, the Hebrew Prophets promifed 
to the remote pofterity of their country- - 
men a period of uncommon felicity and 
grandeur; and at the fame time dwelt 
•with all the warmth and boldnefs of an 
eaftern imagination, upon a long interme- 
diate feafon of ruin, fervitude, and difper-* 
fion, and of debafement and miferies, more 
bitter than even extin&ion and death. 

^ In vain then fhall we endeavour to afcribe v., 
to political motives the condud: of men, 
who were in general filent upon fubjefts 
merely political ; who-fpoke rather of the 
ultimate deftru&ion, than of the approach- 
ing misfortunes of enemies; who rarely 
pi&ured fcenes of temporal felicity, of 
which the feafon was near, but conftantly 
delineated in the moft forcible manner 
the fevexe calamities, which impended over 
their countrymen. 

S3 A fyf- 
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A fyftem of Prophecy, unfavourable tp 
the profperity of our own country, mt^y . 
not unreafonably be fufpe&ed of an inteix- 
tion to promote the caufe of our enemies. 
If the Jewifh predi&ions portended evil 
to the children of Ifrael, they might be inr 
tended to fecond the efforts of the hpftile 
nations, by whom the Ifraelites were far-: 
rounded. This plaufible fuppofition, though 
fometimes artfully epforqed by the adver- 
saries of Chriftianity, is contradictory to the 
general tenor of the moft faithful records 
and of fads, which cannot be difputed. 
The facred Prophets uniformly inveighed 
with the fevereft indignation againft the ido- 
latrous rites of all Heathen nations : they 
reprefen ted them as juft objects of dread and 
abhorrence amongft men, and as expofed to 
the certain confequences of divine venge- 
ance. This public avowal of determined 
difapprobation and hoftility, conftai^tly re^ 
peated, and not qualified by apy intermin- 
gled expreffions of partial praife or admi- 
ration, cannot be rfccopciled with any pof- 
fible fyftem of political hypocrify, or of 
friendfhip concealed by the refinements of 
art. ' " ■ x " 

Again, 
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Again, they frequently revealed the will 
of the Almighty, in which he purpofed to 
cffeft, when the appointed time fhould ar- 
rive, the final ruin . of all the enemies of 
the. Jewifh people. There was fcarcely a 
kingdom connected with |frael or Judah, of 
which the defblation was not forcibly de- 
pi&ed by the holy Prophets. And where 
is the man, who, traitor to his native coun- 
try, could hope to favour the fuccefles of 
its enemies, by declaring their irremediable 
ruin, as determined in the counfels of the 
Moft High, and as certain to be executed 
under his avenging hand ? Though the 
Prophets, therefore, in numerous inftarices, 
foretold to the Jewifh people the miferies, 
to which they were about to be expoied 
from the vi&orious arms of the furrounding 
kingdoms; yet they cannot juftly be charged 
with betraying the interefts of their coun- 
try. Independently of the exa6t accor- 
dance of fuch a fpecies of predictions with 
one principal objeft of their miffion, the 
frequency and energy, with \frhich they 
denounced the inevitable deftru&ion of 
thofe very kingdoms, fupply them with 
the moft ample means of exculpation in 
the judgment of all fober and impartial 
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enquirers. Though this accufation has 
often been preferred by our adverfaries, I 
am not aware, that they have ferioufly en* 
deavoured to fiibftantiatc it by examples, 
except in the fingle inftance of the condu& 
of Jeremiah at the approach of the Babylo- 
nian army a . From the numerous examples 
of fuch a fpecies of predictions' recorded in 
the facred Volume, only one has been ie- 
le&ed, in which "the attending circumftances 
allow the daring and licentious Infidel of 
modern times even plaufibly to fupport his 
charge. The barrennefs of the proofs muft 
furely be admitted as an inconteftable evi- " 
dence of the weaknefs of the caufe. 

The favour of the monarch and the no- 
bles is frequently folicited with eameftnefs 
by the ambitious and enterprizing mem- 
bers of the community. The efforts of 
genius have been often dire &ed to this 
end. By conciliating fuch efteem, either 
vanity may be t gratified, or intereft pro- 
moted. But by the predictions contained 
in the facred Volume no obje& of this na- 
ture could poffibly be attained. The Pro- 
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phets uniformly arraigned with intrepid 
boldnefs the immoralities or impiety of 
the fovereign, and predifted the awful 
punifhments, which awaited fuch crimes. 
They expoied themfelves in general to 
thofe expreffions of bitter and inveterate 
hatred, with which thp fbn of Imlah was 
received by the impious Ahab b , whofe re- 
fentment was avowedly excited by the ha- 
bitual oppofition, which he had experienced 
in his guilty career from the intrepid mi- 
snifter of Heaven. They afliimed an au- 
thority fuperior to all earthly power. With^ 
a loftineis of conception, which ;raere hu- 
man ability never yet has reached, they 
dwelt upon the inftability and eroptinefs 
even of the higheft ftate of temporal gran- 
deur and dominion, in comparifon with 
the inexpreffible majefty of the Lord of . 
heaven and earth. They approached the 
facred perfbn of the Prince with a freedom . 
of manner, and manlinefs of addreis, which , 
are rarely exhibited in palaces, and muft 
have been peculiarly abhorrent from the 
haughty magnificence and fulfome adora- 

* 1 Kings xxii. 8. 
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tion, by which the dignity of eaftern mo- 
narchs is upholden. 

That national profperity may be ad- 
, % vanced, and national calamity averted, by 
the ability of the fovereign, is a principle 
of flattery, which often prevails among 
fubje&s, and is fondly cheriflied by the 
rulers. But what hopes of princely favour 
or prote&ion could reafonably be indulged 
by men, who conftantly reproached their 
countrymen for their confidence in a mor- 
tal arm, and publicly predi&ed the ruin of 
imperial cities and extenfive empires, un- 
lefs averted by general repentance, and by 
the reliance of both prince and people 
upon the only true God ? 

Even thoie few Prophecies, which may 
appear to have flattered the wifhes of 
the monarch, were generally embittered 
by other lefs grateful communications. 
Though the , forfeited life of David w T as 
Ipared in confequence of his fincere re- 
pentance, yet the death of his child was 
denounced by the Prophet. In like man- 
ner, when Ifaiah was commiffioned to 

footh 
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footh the mind of Ahaz, by divine afliir- 
-ances of fecurity, during the approaching 
invafion of Syria and Ephraim, he fad- 
deaed the welcome intelligence by predid:- 
ing the ipiferies of his fiibje&s at a future 
period, in which they fhould be borne in 
captivity to the diftant banks of the Eu- 
phrates. 

# 

. He, who cenfures the fovereign, may 
wifh to become the favourite of the peo* 
pie. To degrade by difreipecH:, or abufe 
the higher orders of the community, is not 
unfrequently an eafy path to popular dif- 
tin<ftion and applaufe. But the Prophets 
of Ifrael were not inflamed with fuch de- 
praved ambition. Their predictions vsrere 
in general equally ofFenfive to all orders of 
the ftate. To flatter the wifhes of the' 
multitude, to indulge them in their pre- 
judices, to re-echo their fentiments, and to 
facrif^e even truth and virtue to their car 
price and vicious inclinations, has been the 
uniform pra&ice of factious demagogues. 
The great Athenian Orator moft vigoroufly 
and fiiccefsfully expofed thefe upmanly ar- 
tifices, when he warned his countrymen 
againft the (pecious declaimers, who prof- 

tituted 
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tituted the nobleft effufions of genius to 
purpofes of flattery and deceit. It was in 
a ftrain of captivating but infidious elo- 
quence, that the falfe prophets of Ifrael 
addrefled themfelres to the evil paflions of 
their hearers, and foothed their imagina- 
tions with pleafing but fanciful piAures of 
profperity ; gave them affurances of peace, 
when the banners of the enemy were un- 
furled; and promifed fereiiity and funftiine, 
when the # fky was already darkened by 
the clouds, and agitated by the whirl- 
wind. 

How different was the chara&er of the 
real Prophets ! Though peace and fecurity 
were the ardent hope and fondeft wifh of 
their countrymen ; yet to their cotempo- 
fcaries and their immediate iucceflbrs, they 
generally predi&ed fevere calamities, and 
fometimes even inevitable ruin. - The roll 
of the Prophet was written within and 
without, with lamentation, and mourning, 
and Woe. The fbrrows of defeat were em- 
tittered by anticipation ; arid flavery ap- 
peared with aggravated horrors in the myf- 
tic vifions of futurity. 

* . 

With 
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With equal freedom they declared them- 
felves the irreconcileable enemies of ido- 
lafiry. They reprefented it as an impious 
provocation of divine vengeance, degrading 
to the dignity both of the creature and the 
Creator/ Yet the propenfity of the Jews 
to idolatry was unconquerable. It was in- 
dulged in opposition to the declared will 
of God, and with a fearlefs defiance of 
his almighty power, even while they yet 
ftrongly retained in their memory innu- 
merable ihftances of his miraculous ads 
both of mercy and of vengeance. It was 
indulged, while his fword was yet uplifted 
in their caufe, and while the air was ftill 
tainted with the peftilence, which their 
former idolatries had provoked him to fend. 
Yet notwithftanding the univerfal preva- 
lence of this crime, the Prophets, neither 
publicly favouring, nor filently negle&ing 
it, boldly held it forth as the conftant ob- 
je<9: of their enmity. In •their folemn ad- 
dreffes to, the people, they inveighed agaifrft 
them as loaded with ^his particular fpecies 
of iniquity, as degraded by fuperftition the 
darkeft of errors, and blackened by ingra- 
titude the bafeft of crimesr All the mod 
loathfbme and . terrible images of nature 

were 
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were felected, as refemblances botfe of thei* 
fin and their punifhment. It is not fur-* 
prifing, that a race of Prophets, "proceeding 
thus in determined oppofition to the inve- 
terate propenfities of the multitude, faf 
from attrafting reverence or conciliating af- 
feftion, fliould be conftantly expofed to re- 
lentlefs perfecutions, to mockery, to iniult, 
and to death ; the objefts of common ma- 
lice and common deteftation ; 'condemned 
by the rulers, and yet unpitied by the peo- 
ple c . 

The candid enquirer will combat equal 
difficulties, if he endeavours to afcribe the 
conduft of the Prophets to the bafe defire 
of pecuniary advantages. It is by no means 

c Even the Infidel allows, that the Prophets of the Jew- 
ifh people were expofed to the fevered hardfhips. Alluding 
to thefe hardfhips, the Letters of certain Jews to M. de Vol* 
taire contain the following fentence : €t Even according to 
you (viz. Voltaire) moft of the r e holy men reaped nothing 
from their labours, but the hatred of kings and the con- 
tempt of nations, perfecution, exile, death. Vol. i. p. 398* 

So general, indeed, and indubitable were the hardfhips 
endured by the Prophets, that they have been chofen by a 
modem Infidel, as one of the faireft fubje&s for the indul- 
gence of fcurrilous derifion and low buffoonery. (See Phi- 
lofophy of Hiftory.) 

probable, 
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probable, that a fucceffion of inapoftors 
ihould have continued their arts through 
fb marty ages without detection. Had the 
accumulation of' wealth been the principal 
aim, to which their endeavours had been 
dife&td, who can believe, that we fhouldl 
4ifeove* among them thofe exalted per- 
fenages, who were of all men the leaft likely 
to be allured by fuch unworthy and trifling 
emoluments ? It cannot be fiippofed, that, 
under fuch circufriftances, we fhould find 
in the number of the Prophets, Daniel, the 
favoured minifter of the Babylonian mo- 
narch, Ifaiah, diftinguiftied by a noble and 
perhaps a royal birth, and David, the power- 
ful arid profperous fovereign of IfraeL 

Again, Prophecy was exerted with moire 
than common fpirit in feafons of penury 
and diftrefs ; when little profit could rea- 
fonably be expelled from hearers, who 
either languifhed in captivity abroad, or 
were plundered and impoverifhed by a vic- 
torious enemy at home. 

The general fubje<9ts of their predi&ions 
are proofs of their integrity. The com- 
munications, which, in the awful name of 

God, 
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God, they ufually made to the moft ex- 
alted characters in the community, were, as 
1 have already had occafion to remark, .ge- 
nerally unpleafing and fbmetimes even tre- 
mendous. Thefe were furely not the 
means beft adapted to infpire gratitude 
or Secure reward. Flattering promifes and 
pleating pictures of the future would, on 
fiich occafions, have been held forth by 
impoftors. " Come and curfe me this 
people," faid the king of the Moabites to 
Balaam, " and I will promote thee unto 
very great honour, and I will do what- 
foever thou fayeft unto me." Thefe were 
the offices, for which the rulers of king- 
doms and the leaders of armies were wil- 
ling to recompenfe. the mercenary prieft, 
to load him with riches, and to inveft him 
with honours, fiut the Prophets of Ifrael, 
in general, like the relu&ant Balaam on 
this occafion, were unwelcome meflengers 
to their kings, and confined their predic- 
tions to fiibje&s of calamity and difgrace* 

Had their efforts been dire&ed to the 
accumulation of wealth, they would either, 
like the Heathen priefts, have enjoined 
their votaries to approach them with rich 

and 
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And fplfendid offerings, or, like the authors 
and fupporters of Papal corruptions, have 
reprefented the prote&ion ahd favour of 
Heaven as abundantly indulged to thofe, 
who fhould exert their charity in the fer- 
vice^ of God arid his minifters. But ex- 
cept in thofe fignal inftances, where their 
rank entitled them to opulence and diftinc* 
tion, poverty and . fblitude, voluntary mop- v 
tifications, and a contempt of worldly pomp 
and pleafbres, appear to have almoft uni- 
formly marked thefe holy men of God. 
Far from coveting riches, or feeking the 
means of voluptuoufnefs, they were gene- 
rally influenced by the fame meek fpirit 
with him, who was fed by the birds' of 
Heaven at the folitary brook of Cherith, 
and who ate his humble but miraculous 
meal with the pious widow of Sarepta. 

To thefe obfervations it may be added, 
that in almoft every age of the Jewifh hif- 
tory, a compliance with the . unconquera- 
ble propensity of the people, in cultivating 
the fraudulent rites of Heathen fuperfti* 
tion, would have opened the faireft prof- 
pe& of ample and immediate wealth. And 
had the Prophets been aftuated by worldly 

t motives j 
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motives, had they not felt the influence of 
an infpiring and over-ruling v Fower, they 
would have accommodated their religious 
principles to their temporal interefts, would 
have fled from the temple, when" it was 
deferted by the people, and would have 
uttered their predictions with equal in- 
difference afc the altars of Moloch, or in 
' the fan&uary of Jehovah. 

i 

Having endeavoured to fli.ew.the abfo- 
lute unrealbnablenefs of afcribing to im- 
pofture the conduit of the Hebrew Pro- 
phets, I fliall proceed to examine, whether 
it was not equally remote from the phrenzy 
of enthufiafm. 

. In entering upon this difcuflion, it may 
• be ufeful to recoiled:, that there is a wide 
diftindlion between zeal and fanaticifm. 
The former was boldly and. unremittingly 
exerted by the Prophets of Ifrael. The 
divine character, which they aflymed, ab- 
solutely required this exertion, and could not 
otherwife be fupported. They declared, 
that they were commiffioned in a fblemn 
and moft wonderful manner, during the 
courfe of an extraordinary interpofition, by 

fc the 
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the almighty; Ruler of the univerfe/ It 
may reafonably" be fuppofed, that men, 
who came forth in fo divine la character, 
would difplay the moft ardent zeal, and 
adhere with unfhaken fidelity to their God, 
notwithstanding the general prevalence of 
. idolatry, or even the Universal .apoftafy of 
the people. 

. Witli thii K^t the Prophets of Iirael 
were conftantly animated. But let not its 
holy fervour be miftaken for the wild and 
lawlefs emotions of fariatici/m. The caufe; 
in which it was. exerted, was diredlly op- 
pofed to that, in which fanatics are ufiial- 
ly engaged. They are accuftomed to be 
roufed and inflamed into aftion by unufual 
convulfions of the flate, or by fudden 
changes in government and religion. But 
the facred Prophets, far from favouring a 
fpirit of turbulence, or yielding to the al- 
lurements of novelty, were chiefly animated 
by the delire of perpetuating the ^venerable 
manifeftations of the Deity,. which had 
been made in remote antiquity , x)f ftrength#- 
ening the attachment of the people to that 
God, whom their fathers had wof ftiippfcd,- 
6f preferving entire the religious eftabliflu 

*r 2 ment, 
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to refift the idolatrous propenfities of their 
countrymen, to recommend the pure and 
fimple worfliip of Jehovah, to open the 
fcenes of futurity with a clearnefs gra- 
dually increafing, and to develope one con- 
nected and harmonious fcheme of revela- 
tion, defcending through all time, and 
connected with all natrons. 

Even the exalted fituation of ibme of 
the Prophets may juftly lecure them from 
the charge of. fanaticifm. The high of- 
fices, with which they were fometimes in- 
vented, ought to place them far above the 
fufpicion of a vifionary fpirit of wildne/s. , 
Religious hypocrify has often been artfully 
adopted by fuccefsful innovators, and by 
bold and ambitious leaders. But. religious 
fanaticifm owes its birth to a weak and 
precipitate temper of mind, which is pecu- 
liarly unfavourable to the fubtle and ar- 
duous defigns of ambition. All ages have 
abounded with religious fanatics. But 
where can one be found, who, exalted like 
David from the iheep-fold, filled, through 
numerous years, the throne of a large and 
profperous kingdom, and left it as an in- 
heritance to hi§ children ; or who, emerg- 
ing, 
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ing, like Daniel, from a ftate of ignomini- 
ous captivity, dire&ed through a long life, 
and under fucceffive monarchs, the admi* 
niftration of the greateft empire pf the 
world ? 

If then the Books of the. Prophets did 
not owe their birth either to impofture or 
fanaticifm^ they could only be delivered 
under the influence of Divine infpiration. 
This is the high ,and holy character, to 
which they uniformly affert & claim. Let 
us therefore finally examine, whether the 
general complexion of their writings ap- 
pears to fan&ion and confirm "fuch preten- 
fions. 

An affe&ion or ftrong propensity of the 
mind, which is cherifhed during a long 
period, and permitted to govern our fenti- 
ments and a&ions, cannot be indulged in 
fecrecy, cannot be concealed from public 
obfervation. It will be unintentionally ma-N 
nifefted on a thoufand. trifling occafions. . 
It will imperceptibly intermingle itfelf with 
a&ions, with which it is not necefTarily. 
conne&ed, and give a tinge even to our 
remoteft thoughts and exprcflfions. Thus 

t 4 when 
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Z2T~ when the mind is depreffed by misfortunes, 
TV/ and overcaft with gloom and despondence; 
or, when enlivened by hope, it indulges 
the Tallies of joy and romantic expectation; 
in either cafe, it imparts the character of 
the particular feeling to the general tenor 
of otir fentiments, and gives a diftinguifhing 
colour to our intercourfe with fbciety* . 
Our profeffional employments, in propor- 
tion to the zeal with which they are pro- 
secuted, determine in a confederate de- 
gree the diftinguifhing character and ge*- 
neral complexion of the mind. Into his- 
torical and poetical- compofitions the fen-r 
timents of the writer both political and 
religious imperceptibly iqfinuate themfelv'es^ 
and beftow a peculiar caft on the body of 
the work. Though the real defign of the 
poet may be pleafingly veiled under a fable 
or an allegory, yet it breaks forth on fo 
many occafioiis in the courfe of the narra- 
tive, that it cannot efcape the notice even of 
the moft c^relefs $n4 fuperficial obCjrvgr. 

From thefe obfervations, it appears aU 
moft impoffible, but that the principal ob- 
ject intended in any long feries of writings, - 
pr zealous order of men, muft of neceffity 

be 
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be clearly expofcd to the notice of 'the ac- 
curate and -unpf eju diced enquire?. In di- 
recting our attention to the Hebrew Pro- 
phets, for the purpofe of arriving- at . a 
knowledge of their real aim r we difcover, 
that to fupport the honour of the true 
God, and the authority of* his revealed Re- 
ligion, was the ible defign, which they ei- 
ther openly avowed, or feemed in any way 
to favour.' While we are totally unable to 
reconcile their conduct with' the views 
either of Impoftors or enthufi&fts, this prin- 
ciple may eafily be-fhewn to have been can-? 
ftantly and unremittingly puffited through 
every period of their long and extraordi- 
nary hiftory. It was always active, always 
kept in view. Like the fpirit of life, which 
moves even the minuteft particles . of our 
frame, it pervaded aod animated the whole 
fcheme of their Revelatipn., The nobleft 
feelings of the* foul were awakened by its 
influence. It difplayeditfelf fometimes in 
the loftieft conceptions of the Deity, fome- 
times in the fevere inve6live of honeft indig- 
nation, fometimes with a manly fofce of arr 
gument, and fometimefc with the tender per- 
flations of pity, of gratitude, and - of love. 
The hvpocrite will occafionally betray him- 

/" '" " , fcOf 
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fclf through inadvertence ; the moft cautions 
will fometimes leave himfelf unguarded : he, 
who poffeffes the objeft defired, amidft the 
triumph of the acquisition, may heedlefsly or 
from oftentation difcover the artifice, which 
he has pre vioufly employed : he, who repofes 
in fancied fecurity, may no longer be anx- 
ious to conceal -the means, which facili- 
tated his fuccefs. But never did the Pro* 
phets of Ifrael - betray any private or tem-, 
poral aim, or deviate, even in a fingle in- 
ftance, from th6 pure and fublime objeft, 
which they avowedly laboured to attain. 
In wealth and in poverty, in triumph and 
in defeat, when, feated like JDavid upon a 
throne, or like Amos tending the herds, 
they invariably declared themfelves to be 
employed as the niinifters of Jehovah in 
revealing his will to mankind. 
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< EZEKIEL ii. 4, 5. 

I DO SEND THEE U|T*0 THEM; AND THOX^ 
SHALT SAY UNTO THEM, THUS SAITH 
THE LORD GOD. 

AND THEY, WHETHER THBT WILL HEAR, 
OR WHETHER THEY WILL FORBEAR, (FOR 
THEY ARE A REBELLIOUS HOUSE,) YET 
SHALL KBTOW, THAT THERE HATH BEEN 
A PROPHET AMONG THEM. 

JL HE early ages of nations have been uni- 
formly diftinguiftied by the popular belief 
of a fupernatural gift of Prophecy. A fup- 
pofed acquaintance with futurity gratifies 
the curiofity of man, and is peculiarly cal- 
culated to delight and overpower his ima- 
gination. He is naturally anxious with 
refped to the probable events Of future 

times, 
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times, the confideration of which awakens 
ibme of his ftrongeft paffions. The more 
deeply he expe&s to be interefted in them, 
the more powerfully he feels the alternate 
afcendancy of hope and of fear, which 
luch a preference is calculated to excite. 
Ailonifhed at efle&s, of which, from th4 
feeblenefs of his intelle&ual powers, he is 
unable to afUgn the caufe, and alarmed at 
appearances, the confequences of which lie 
out of the reach of his penetration, he re- 
curs for affiftance to the jrevelations of fii- 
perior beings, and receives with reverence 
whatever he fiippofes them to difclofe/ 
Not yet enlightened by fcience and civili- 
zation, f he is. unable to examine and detect 
the grofs fallacies of the pretended Pro- 
phet, in whom he creduloufly repofes con- 
fidence : while the gloomy fuperftition, 
which at fuch an early ftage of fociety 
univerfally prevails, enforces upon him a 
blind and , unfufpe&ing affent. From the. 
influence of thefe caufes, the. belief of a 
fpirit of Prophecy has always exifted in the 
infant ftate of fociety, whether we examine 
the* records of the favage and gloomy 
hordes of the North, or the milder and 
more fimple condition of primitive man- 
ners 
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ners in the Eaft; or attend to the inftindt- 

ive fuggeftiona of nature as manifcfted in 
the inhabitants of the weftern hcmifpherc. 

I^ai civilization, when arrived at its 
moft perfect ftate, and intellectual im- 
>rovement, when advanced to its utraoft 

* 

ieight, are unable completely to difpel the 
illufion. They may temper its groffnefe 
and veil its absurdities : they may par- 
tially weaken its influence and deprive it 
of fome of its moft illuftrious votaries j 
but, unleis affifterd by the authority of the 
Chriftian Religion, they. can neither eradi*- 
cate it from the mirids of the" ignprant and 
fuperftitious multitude, fiQT'iftefk it .from 
the hands of the politician, who employs 
it as a powerful engine of government, and 
an ufeful inftrument of ambition. 

* * 

•-v •' ■' 

Let not the Believer, however-, be dif- 
couraged, nor. the Infidel prefumptuoufly 
hope to triumph, becaufe, the numerous 
fuperftitions of the world, equally with our 
holy Religion, lay claim to a fpirit of Pro* 
phecy. The pretentions of Chriftianity to 
this decifive proof of a Supernatural inter- 
polation are fupported by evidence totally 

' *■--' , . unat- 
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unattainable by impoftors. In every point 
of view, in which we contemplate the 
Prophets of truth, the divine nature of 
their million moft clearly and forcibly ap- 
pears. Even, from the detail of minute 
difcumftances, conneded with their holy 
office, additional arguments may be de-r 
rived, by which our confidence in revela- 
, tion may be invigorated and confirmed. 

On a fubje& fo awful and momentous 
as that of a miraculous communication be- 
tween the great Creator and his humble 
creatures, by the agency of infpired minif- 
ters, it may without prefumption be ex- 
pected, that all the circumftances relative 
to the opfifttNG and *final clos£ of fo 
wonderful an intercourfe, together with 
the means employed and the object in- 
tended, fhould be in no refped: unworthy 
of the high and holy chara&er implicated in 
fueh confideration. Jt is my -intention, 
therefore, on the prcferlt occafion, to inves- 
tigate the particular parts of the fubjeA, to 
which I have juft alluded, for the purpofe 
of difcovering farther evidence in favour of 
the infpiration of the Prophets. * ' 
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A teftimony fmgularly* ftriking, in proof 
of the divine origin of facred Prophecy, 
appears at the opening of the wonderful' 
fcheme. In tracing back the hiftory of Re- 
velation, it is reafonable to expeA, that when 
we have' arrived at the moment of its coife- 
mencement, it will appear in its native 
purity, unfullied by mortal corruptions* As 
the river flows with increasing clearhefs, 
when we afcend towards the fountain : fo 
religion; it may juftly be fuppofed, * will 
bear the moft manifeft marks- of divinity, 
when we have reached the ayfpicious pe- 
riod, in which lhe iSitt fefchnded fxom 
Heaven, 

4 * 

V 

" .• ■ v • :: 

If we explore' the eariy ftate ; of Pagan 
Oracles, we fhall find, that they fhrinfe 
from the application of this juft and rea- 
fonable teft. Though- the Christian be- 
lieves, that^ they originated in a corrup- 
tion of the traditions refpeding the real 
revelations of the Alnxighty, yet {q humi- 
liating and bafe were the circjirnftances at- 
tending their firft inftitutlon, according to ** 
the accounts of the idolatrous nations, <uti 
which they were either invented or. pre* 
ferved, that the fimple recital of them will 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely become the ferioufnefi and fof 
lemnity of the place, in which we are af* 
fembled. They were fuppofed to be in- 
fpired by deceafed mortals. No caufe, 
-worthy of a divine interpofition, and pe- 
culiarly operating at that particular mo- 
ment, is affigned for their commencement. 
Even the moft celebrated Oracles of anti- 
quity arofe upon occafions the moft unim- 
portant and puerile, which the imagina- 
tion can conceive. They were the dif- 
grace of rational man. And they exhibit; 
a ftriking inftance of the low ftate of de- 
gradation, into which the Almighty per- 
mits his creatures to fink, when they have 
departed from the knowledge of his re- 
vealed will, and proflituted their reafon ir 
the fervice of fuperftition. 

How awful and fublime was the icer 
with which theChriftian Revelation open* 
It proceeded from the one God, pure, / 
ritual, and invifible, the maker and the ,j 
ferver of worlds, the high and mighty C 
who is from everlafting. It began ir 
infancy of nature, with the firft in 
tants of the earth, from whom have 
derived all the nations of the glob 
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was occafioned by circumftances the moft 
interefting and ayvful, which a reafonable 
being can contemplate; the fall of a- new 
race of creatures by fin, and the benevolent 
intention of the Creator to reftore them to 
life and immortality. 

From, the origin of prophecy, let us di- 
red: our attention to its final clofe. When, 
the divine infpiration of the real Prophets- 
had ceafed, the Pagan Oracles no longer 
uttered their predictions. Yet no caufe, in- 
dependent of Chriftianity, and arifing from 
their own nature folely, can be affigned 
either for their ceflation or their continued 
filence. No important end had been at- 
tained, by the accomplifhment of which 
their future operation was rendered unne- 
ceflary. The fame circumftances, which 
had fo long occafidned "their delufive reign, 
feemed to require their uninterrupted coh- 
tinuance fhrough all fucceeding ages. The 
impoffibility of afligning a ready and ade- 
quate reafbn for the entire departure of the 
prophetic fpirit, majr be juftly inferred from 
the futile and fanciful conjectures, by which 
the wondering Heathen attempted to ex- 
plain its ceffation. The Poet and the 

u Prieft 



39 o sermon vni: 

1- 

Pricft excited a popular belief that the iri- 
ipiring Deity had yielded to mortality, and 
was no longer numbered among the Gods. 
While the grave and inquiihive philofb- 
pher a , with a credulity fcarcely lefs culpa* 
ble, declared, that the exhalations and va- 
pours, which had been die inftruments of 
inspiring the prophetic phrenzy b , had at 
length, from continued ufe, exhaufted their 
virtues ; and that, hence, the diiappointed 
votary flept in vain upon the bank, which 
was confearated to the Deity, or drank of 
the ftream, by which he hoped to be in* 
fpired. 

The real caufe of this extraordinary 
event, the Pagan was either unable to dif- 
cern, or unwilling to acknowledge. As 
the Heathen Oracles originated in. the per- 
verfion^of true religion, fo their final de- 
parture was occasioned bf its wide and 
glorious diffuiion. When Chriftianity be- 
gan to prevail, the evil Spirits, who had 

* Pint. lib. de dcfe&. Orac. Julian, apud Cyriilum. 1. vi. 

b Even Ariftotle and Pliny the Elder fuppofed, that cer- 
tain exhalations from the earth occasioned the phreirxy, in 
which the Oracles, called Natural, were delivered. Ariftot. 
lib. de Mundo c, xv. p. n. Piinius. 1. ii. Nat. HiA. c. xcii. 

pro- 
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.probably on lome occafibns affifted, though 
in a limited manner, the artifices of hu- 
man impofture, were no longer permitted 
to exercife their malignant power. Their 
authority gradually declined ; and the frauds 
to which they had given countenance at 
length were fully terminated. 

When the pretended fpirit of Prophecy had 
departed, no veftige of the Oracles remained, 
which regarded fucceeding times. The pre* 
di&ions had no reference to futurity, and dif- 
tant generations, were totally uninterefted 
in their effufions. When the temples were 
clofed, and the priefts had defetted' thetr % ' 
caves, their influence among mankind fi«- 
Ually ceafed; and they have been of no 
more confequence to pofterity, than the 
memory of the multitudes, wljofri they had 
deceived, and the ratages, which they had 
impioufly fan&ioned. Such has uniformly 
been the fate of deception. The volumes 
of the Sibyl, which, during the ages of the 
Homan republic, were fo often apparently 
Oonfulted for the purpofe of deluding the 
ignorant populace; when the temporary 
purpofes, which they favoured, had been 
obtained, were difregarded and foon con- 

u 2 figned , 
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figned to oblivion. In the fame manner, 
the Sibylline verfes, invented during the , 
early progrefs of Christianity, were unable 
to endure the fcrutiny of liberal and un- 
prejudiced enquirers, and have generally 
been condemned as a contrivance of im- 
pofture, by all Succeeding ages. 

The fate of the Heathen Oracles in later 
times has been not unworthy of their caufe. 
Among the great maSs of mankind they i 
have funk into entire oblivion. By philo-r . i 
fbphers they have been regarded as decep- | 
tions, and have been treated fbmetimes ; 
with contempt, and fbmetimes with de-r 
ferved ncgleft. Their myfterious rites, ex-» ' 
plored by the claflical fcholar, and inquifi- 
tive antiquary, have been exhibited as ok 
jedte of pleaSing though barren curiofity ; 
and fbmetimes they have been brought i 
&rward by the theologian as a fecondary 
argument in favour of real inspiration, the 
authority of which is Strengthened by a ju- ! 
dicious and candid comparifon with the i 
moft celebrated and fuccefsful iySiems of 
. prophetic impofture. 

The gift of Prophecy, which, through a 

long 
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long revolution of ages, had gradually pre- 
pared the way for Chriftianity, was. with- 
drawn foon after its promulgation, becaufe 
the grand object was accomplifhed, for 
which it had been originally imparted. 
The roll of facred Prophecy had been dif- 
clofed for the purpofe of becoming an in- 
ftrument of the divine government among 
a chofen people, and of affording a mira- 
culous teftimony to the character and doc- 
trines of the divine Founder of our holy 
Religion. When the Jewifh polity was 
diffolved, and when the Saviour of man- 
kind had concluded his benevolent work, 
and the Gofpel was triumphant over the 
world, the fpirit of infpiration for ever dis- 
appeared. Far from being oppofed in its 
farther progrefs, like the "Pagan Oracles, by 

m the over-ruling influence of- a fuperior 
Deity, or an hoftile religion, it clofed its 
career at a moment peculiarly favourable 
to its farther exertions. ■ That particular 
"Revelation, to the truth of which it had 

• borne the moft decifive, and unqueftion- 
able evidence, was beginning to poflefs an 
unbounded influence among mankind, and 
was confequently enabled to afford an ad- 
ditional fan&ion to' it£ divine .pretentions. 

u 3 While 
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' While the condition of the Jewifh people, 
to whom the communications of the divine 
{pirit had been almoft exclusively imparted, 
feemed at that important aera more espe- 
cially to require the comfort and aflurances 
of divine Prophecy, They were about to 
be expofed to the moft tremendous cala- 
mities, to civil distentions, and a foreiga 
invafion, to the miferies of a Siege, the de- 
ftru&ion of their city, the diflblution of 
their civil polity, and a long diSperfion of 
their tribes. It is amidft. thefe awful Scenes 
of national diftrefs, that pretenders to di- 
. vine inspiration moft commonly arife. And 
let it not be forgotten, that, in SeaSbns^of 
Similar calamity and deSpdndence in paffc 
. ages, the communications of the Prophets 
had been moft frequently and moft earn- 
estly, imparted to the people of Lfrael. Ha<J 
Sacred Prophecy, therefore, been a mere 
human artifice, the ftrongeft reaSbns feemed 
not only to favour, but imperiously to de- 
mand, its longer continuance. It was, 
however, withdrawn, becaufe the fublims 
fcheme was completed, for the due unfold- 
ing of which it had originally been dis- 
played. The. effect ceafed, when the caufe 
no longer operated. 

But 



SERMON VIII. a 95 

But though numerous ages have elapfcd 
fince the Prophets terminated their labours, 
yet their writings engage the curiofity, and 
are conne&ed with the deareft interefts and 
moft exalted hopes of the prefent inhabi- 
tants of the earth. Time, the great foe of 
impofture, has confirmed many of their more 
remote predictions, and thus has augment- 
ed the general force of the evidence, which 
they afford. The generation now living, 
though in circumftances in fome refpe&s 
different, is no lefs interefted in them, than 
was the favoured people, to whom they 
were originally fent. Th? general charac- 
terises, and the diftinguifhing peculiari- 
ties of fome of the moft remarkable na- 
tions, at prefent exifting in the world, were 
defcribed by the ancient Prophets with al- 
moft the fame accuracy, with which they 
may now be traced by the eye of the be- 
holder. 

The Chriftian, indeed, preferves with 
the moft vigilant attention thofe precious 
and holy remains, upon the credit of which, 
in addition to other inconteftible evidences, 
he has enlifted under the banners of a fpi- 
ritual Redeemer, and chpnfhed the fure 

' F4 arid 
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they firmly perfevere in regarding them as 
the productions of the omnifcicnt God, and 
expe& their fbll accomplifhment in future 
according to their own erroneous interpre- 
tations* 

The advantages, which refiilt fix>m an 
intimate knowledge of the circumftanccs 
conneded with the opening and final clofe 
of the great fcheme of Prophecy, will be 
considerably heightened by the farther pro- 
fecution of our enquiries. The means, 
which the Prophets employed, and the end, 
which they uniformly purfued, when clear- 
. ly and fully underftood, become peculiarly* 
mftrumental in appreciating theif veracity. 

The more exalted is the office aflumed, 
the more ftfiking are the chara&eriftics ex- 
pected. Thofe, who prefent themfelves to 
. the notice of mankind, as minifters em- 
ployed for the fblemn purpofe of maintain- 
ing an immediate arid extraordinary inter- 
Courfe between the Creator arid the crea- 
ture, undoubtedly aflume the loftieft cha- 
rafter, which can claim the attention, or 
demand the reverence of an human being. 
If, therefore, the means "adopted, by thofe 

who 
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who pretend to fuch a chara&er, be artful, 
bale, and nayfterious, and the end propoled 
be local, temporary, and merely human* it 
is not unreafonable, that doubts Ihould be 
entertained of the reality of their Divine 
miffion. While on the other hand, our 
convi&ion of their actual infpiration will 
be confirmed, if it lhall appear, that the 
oppofite qualities unquefHonably predomi* 
nate ; and that the chara&eriftics difplayed 
are altogether worthy of the exalted Being, 
whofe Revelation is prefumed to be un- 
folded. 

Thefe obfervations may be applied with 
lingular effeft, in the progrefs of our far- 
ther enquiries into lacjred Prophecy. While 
the Hebrew Prophets exhibit the digni- 
fied chara&eriftics of a real Revelation; 
the Heathen Oracles abundantly prove, that 
thole chara&eriftics will not be found a* 
mong the falf$ pretenders to infpiration in * 
the depraved* lyfterps pf luperftition* and 
» jmpofture. * 



When we contemplate the means in»- 
vented by the priefts of ancient Polytheifm 
foj: the pretended purpofe of obtaining a 

know- 
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knowledge of the will of the gods, our afton~ 
ifhment is ftrongly excited by the diverfity 
of unworthy modes c adopted. They were 
generally unmeaning ; and ibmetimes even 
bafe in the extreme. They lower the dig- 
nity of our nature ; and might be ex- 
pieAed rather in an Indian tribe, a Tarta- 
rian horde, or a favage clan of Africa, than 
*in the bofom of refined and civilized fo- 
ciety. And they manifestly prove, that 
mankind, even when adorned with the 
higheft intelle&ual improvement, become 
debafed and degraded in their nature, if 
iuperftition be permitted to obtain its dire- 
ful afcendency over the mind. 

The Oracles of Greece and Rome uttered 
their predictions, not in iudden and unex- 
pected effufions, when inspiration irrefiftibly 
approached, and utterance was impelled by 
the divine and overpowering fpirit : but 
only at regular hours in the accuftomed 
fealbns of divination. At the delivery of 
the pretended revelations, in the higher 
kinds of divination, the moft palpable de- 

c See Potter's Antiquities, v. i. in which may be found 
an accurate enumeration of the principal kinds of divina-* 
• tipn ufed among the Greeks, 

ceptions 
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ccptions d were generally pra&ifed, to give 
loleranity to the fi&itious rites, and delude 
the ignorant votaries. The moft moun- 
tainous countries were ufually fele&ed by 
the priefts for the imaginary refidence of 
1 the infpiring Deity c . They ere&ed their 
temples and confecrated their altars in 
woods and groves, amidft the awful gloom 
of foKtude. They fent forth their voicea 
from the caves of the mountains, fhaded by 
branches, and clouded with incenfe. The 
Sibylline books, the principal fource of pro- 
phetic information among the Romans, were 
confulted only by the moft illuftrious ma- 
giftrates of the republic, and in feafons of 
danger and turbulence alone, In which it 
was neceflary to overawe the minds of the 
people, by the pretended admonitions of 
Heaven, and an authority, from which 
there could be no appeal. The Grecian 
Oracles imitated the power of miracles, by 
means of a machinery, the dete&ion <)f 

which exceeded the ability of an illiterate 

- , ■ .. 

d Eufebius Praepar. Evang. 1. iv. c. 2. Theodoret. Hift. 

, "Ecclef. 1. ii. c. 22. 

» 

c See Virgil. iEneid 1. vi. v. fc. See the account of 
the Oracle at Delphi in Strabo 1. ix. Ifaiah xl?. ij). . 

aftd 
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and credulous multitude. They agitated 
and deformed their countenances by ccfta- 
fics and trances artificially produced; and 
profanely repreiented the hideous appear- 
ances, which were the confequences of 
iiich violent efforts, as the overpowering 
emotions of the Deity, by whom they pro- 
fefied to be infpired. The attendant myf- 
teries awed the trembling worfhipper into 
a religious filence, and folemn apprehen- 
lion, which, while they heightened the 
ikn&ity of die prophetic ceremony, re- 
prcfled fufpicion, and intimidated the moil: 
daring curiofity. But though, at the mo- 
ment of infpiration, the body was appa- 
rently convuHed, and the moft frantic gef- 
tures were diiplaycd, yet the language uN 
tered by no means exhibited a correspon- 
dent energy. Far from being dignified by 
the fublimc ideas, which are conneded 
with the contemplation of facred fubje&s ; 
or marked by that majeftic Simplicity, 
which accompanies the difplay of the di- 
vine will ; or elevated by that holy and en- 
thufiaftic fervour, which may be expected 
to be kindled by the immediate intercourse 
of the creature with the Creator ; it was 
peculiarly unimpaffioned and mean, as well 

as 
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as incorreft f . The poet and the critic, tfyc 
mercenary minifters of fuperftition, were 
frequently concealed within the royfterious 
receffes of the temple and the cave 5 , for 
the purpofe of affifting the imperfections 
of the prieftefs. The expreffions were not 
only obfcure, but often equivocal; and eafily 
capable of two interpretations 11 , dire&ly op- 
posite the one to the other. By thefe am- 
biguities 'the credulous votary was milled, 
and the moft difailrpus confequonces pro- 
duced. Hence the wealthy Lydian mo- 
' narch boldly crofted the ftream ; and the 
lofs of the kingdom was the effed of his 
ungrounded confidence. 

.< From thefe arts of bafe and palpable im- 

pofture let us direft our attention to fcenes 
altogether \yorthy of a moft ferious confi- 
deration. 

m 

The firft Revelations of Jehovah to man- 
kind, as recorded in ,the facred Writings, 
are the moft awful and" fublime, which it is , 
in thfe power of the imagination tq conceive, 

f Plutarch, lib. de Pythiae Orac. ., * Id* 

b Cicero de Divinatione 1. ii. fe&. $& 

and 
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and can only be contemplated with So- 
lemnity and,ferious demotion. The Deity 
himfelf is reprefented as deigning perfbn- 
ally to appear, and open the wonderful 
fcheme of Prophecy by the moil: bene- 
volent promiie, which could be made to * 
fallen man. At a later period the high . 
and mighty One ibmetimes {pake from out 
of Heaven ; Ibmetimes was he difcovered in 
the midft of the burning bufh ; ibmetimes 
did he reveal his divine glories, ineffably 
effiilgent, amidft the folemn folitude of .na- 
ture ; and ibmetimes did he appear with 
clouded majefty in his temple. 

During the infancy of the world, the 
holy meflengers of the Almighty frequently 
viiited the venerable Patriarchs : and while, 
in the discharge of their high miffion, they 
diiclofed the fcenes of futurity, they unveiled 
to mortal eyes the glory of celeftial intel- 
ligences. 

When angels had ceafed to defcend 
among a corrupted race of men, the hu- 
man Prophet was infpired by the Holy 
Spirit, a Perfon of the ever blefled Trinity, 
the lord and giver of life, from , whom was 

derived 
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derived the aftonilhing power of fufpend- 
ing the laws of the univerfe. 

The Prophecy delivered was frequently 
accompanied by fome immediate act of 
Omnipotence. The prediction was uttered, 
and the, miracle performed in the public 
ftreets in open day, and before a . numerous 
affembly of witnefles. No myftery, nor 
mechanical effort was attempted. The 
Prophecy was diftin&ly delivered, and the 
miracle fimply effe&ed, without effort, and 
without oftentation. Though, in conform- 
ity with one of the great ends purpofed by 
the Almighty in his wonderful fcheme of 
Revelation, the expreffions adopted ^ere 
fometimes defignedly obfeure till the com- 
pletion of the predicted events; and though 
they were occafionally capable of receiving, 
and were aftually intended to bear, a dou- 
ble meaning, yet they were not ambiguous ; 
they could not even in a {ingle inftance 
be juftly accommodated to contrary inter- 
pretations : while in the greater number of 
inftances the predictions were fingularly 
dear, were intelligible before the feafon of 
accomplifhment, and, the event having 
come to pafs, were calculated to flrike the 

x " . ~ mind 
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been thought to fink to the common level 
of fuperftitious predidions, and would per* 
haps have been ranked with the numerous 
omens and portents, which are recorded* 
bv Heathen hiftorians. It is true that, 
thefe national ends were frequently at- 
tained by a fubordinate and Secondary ufe. . 
The Jewiih government being under the 
immediate diredion of Jehovah ? he aw- 
fully manifested his paternal love and pro* 
tedion in its divine difpenfation through. 
the medium of Prophecy. 

7 But though temporal fuccefs was ibme- 
times the iubjeft of the iacred predictions, 
yet it muft not be confidered as their fole, 
or even principal objeA. The holy men 
ef God, who ijpake as the ipirit gave them 

• utterance, went not forth for the purpofer 
: of fwelling the pride of the Israelites, or-. 

• nerving their, arm for victory. No : they 
were employed to convince a people of* 
their wickednefs, and call them to repent- 
ance ; to^ deliver the pure precepts of found 
morality ; and to. preferve from abfolute 
extinction, amidft a corrupt and impious 
world,, the knowledge of the true God. 

• They' 
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is fometimes difplayed in the romantic bold- 
nefs of an eaftern mind. It has alfo. been 
maintained, » that even the moft celebrated 
poets of antiquity were rivalled, and in fome 
inftances excelled, by the infpired writers. 
Virgil, .the fuccefsful imitator of the great 
Grecian Bard, the grace and pride of the 
moft profperous age of Roman grandeur, has 
been reprefented as cold and weak, even 
upon a iimilar fubje& k , in comparifon with 
the expreffive and daring irnagery of Ifaiah : 
and no fimilar production, it has been 
urged, in all claffical antiquity, can vie 1 
with the fublime and animated ode, where- 
in the fame Prophet predi&ed the fall of 
Babylon. It has alfo been frequently and 
ftrenuoufly aflerted m , that the productions 
of Horace and Anacreon, of Pindar, Calli- 
machus, and the Greek tragedians, have 
been excelled by David and the inipired 



k See Vhg. Eel. 4. ' •' - 

1 See Bjfhop Lqwth on Ifaiah xiii. and Michaelis. 
m Lowth, Praele&. 29. compares the Hymns of the Kfe- 
brews, in celebrating the praifes of the Deity, with thofe of 
•Homer and Callimachus. The fame writer, in his letter to 
Warburton, compares" the Prophecies of Balaam with . tfye 
Odes of Homer. 

• 
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of kingdoms and of empires, they cariie 
forth as heralds to prepare the way for the 
Son of the Moft High. In this lofty cha- 
racter, they proclaimed the future appear- 
ance of that exalted Perfonage, who, neg- 
lecting human praife, and averle from tem- 
poral dominion, lhould, by voluntary fuffer- 
ings and an ignominious death, reunite the 
human race to God, and reftore them to 
the hope of a joyful immortality ; lhould 
promulgate a pure and moft benevolent 
iyftcm of moral and religious duty ; de- 
nounce eternal punilhment againft hard- 
ened linners, and enfure to the righteous 
a life of everlafting happinefs. At his com- 
ing, it was decreed by divine Wifdom, 
that the bloody altars of Moloch lhould be 
overthrown, and the ftar of Remphan be 
clouded in perpetual darknefs. Before the 
brightnels of his pretence, all the objeds of 
Heathen idolatry, all the imaginary deities 
of Greece and Rome, were gradually to 
<jifappear. Till at length his Religion, 
pure fcnd fpiritual, founded fen perfe£ mo- 
rality and rational piety, promoting peace 
on earth, and conducing man to Heaven, 
lhould triumph over worldly fuperfti- 

* tions, 
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Independently of the companion winch 
has thus been eftablifhal between indivi- 
dual compofitions in claffical and Hebrew 
antiquity, the general fuperiority of the in- 
spired Prophets, over the moft celebrated 
poets of Greece and Rome, has been 
repeatedly and ftrenuoufly maintained 9 . 
Whether the opinion be altogether juft, 4t 
Ihall not be my bufinefs to enquire. Even 
if the fuperiority be «nbt allowed to the in- 
spired writers, it is fufficient for my ar- 
gument, that the comparifon has bedn in-*- 
ftitiited by men of the moft extenfive eru- 
dition, and of exalted genius ; and that, in 
their eftimation, the writings of the Jew- 
iih Prophets have been thought worthy 
even of being brought into competition 
with thofe produdions of tafte and genius, 
which have been regarded through all ages 
as the moft fucce&ful efforts of the human 
mind. Let the refponfes of IJeathen di- 
vination be examined : let them be cqjn- 

* 

pared with the Greek and Roman poets. 

« 

Addifoh. Speftator, N°. 4.53. Sir W. Jones's works, 
v. I, See Sir J. Shore's Difcourfe as Prefidejit^of the Afiatic 
(Society in Calcutta, May 2 2d. 1794. See alfo the opinion 
of a celebrated French writer quoted by Newcome in his 
Preface to Ezekiel. / t 
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The idea •cannot be endured even for a 
moment ; the inferiority is too palpable : 
the boldeft Sceptic, however he may have 
laboured in general and indifcriminate af* 
fertions to compare the Pagan Oracles with 
{acred Prophecy, has not ventured to infi* 
nuate an equality in this important point 

Such were the dignified means employed 
by the Almighty in the courfe of his divine 
Revelation through the agency of his holy 
Prophets. 

The wonderful and momentous end* 
which was propofed by Chriftian Prophecy, 
is another corroborating teftimony in favour 
of its divine origin. The degree of credit 
due to any long feries of predi&ions, may 
in fome meafure be afcertained 'by the im- 
portance of the objeft, which they are in- 
tended to attain; The Deity, it may be 
prefumed, will not mahifeft himfelf to his 
creatures by fuch fupernatural means, ex- 
cept for purpofes of tranfeendent and uni- 
verfal importance, A divine manifeftation, 
which is gracioufly given to favour the 
caufe of virtue, or to promote the welfare 
vf mankind, muft, even in the fpeculations 

of 






SER M O N VIII. 311 

of the philofopher, alone appear worthy of 
that exalted Being, by whom the world 
was made, and the race of man created. 
The farther a religion recedes in its ulti- 
mate objeft from this fcheme of compre- 
henfive benevolence, the ftrqnger doubts 
may be reafonably entertained of its excel- 
lence and of its truth. Upon this momentous 
point, .Chriftianity lays claim to a decisive 
fuperiority. The fuperflitions of the world 
exhibit indubitable figns of a mortal origin. 
The religion of Chrift is ftamped with the 
feal of divinity. The former originated in 
fi&ion, and were degraded to the ufes of 
impofture. Some human purpofe, fbme 
perfonal purfuit,,fome national aim, formed 
the principal fubjeft of the pretended in- 
Ipiration. The Prophecy was confined to 
a fingle people, or a favourite hero, to an 
infurre&ion, or a battle, to a fyftem of na-. 
tional aggrandizement, the pride and folly 
of the day, and to fchemes of pleafure and 
profperity, which were bounded by the 
grave. It was given to flatter caprice or va- 
nity,, to; indulge the lawlefs fallics of ambi- 
tion, and fometimes even to fanftion the un- 
worthy efforts of hypocriiy and injuftice. 

x 4 ~ Such 
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Such are the features which may na- 
turally be expefted to diftinguiih all pre- 
tended prophecies : and iuch vfrafc the ge- 
neral character of the Greek and Roman 
art of divination. Among the higher or- 
ders of ibciety, who by their opulence were 
enabled to reward the venal effufions of the 
pncftefs, the Oracles were refbrted to, and 
the prophetic anfwers were given in the 
moft unimportant occurrences of private 
life p , altogether unworthy of an interpofi- 
tion of the Deity. In healing a difeafe, 
in leading forth a colony, in laying the 
foundations of a city, and in promulgating 
a new fyftem of legiflation, the aufpicious 
declarations of the mercenary prophet, were 
cafefully procured. When an ambitious 
demagogue was preparing the chains of 
fervitude for his free born fellow citizens, 
when a victorious enemy was hovering 
round a metropolis, when the populace 
was either inflamed to rtiadnefi, or dc- 
prefled into defpondence ; then was the 
prophetic influence applied, and the book of 
fate opened. The favourable report of the 

P Eufebrus Praepar. Evang. 1. ii. c. 29. 

augurs 
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augurs was confidered by the Romans as a 
(ecurity equally neceffary to the fuccefs of 
an expedition as the valour or the legions, 
or the ability of th& commander : and the 
armies of the republic marched forth to 
urtiverfal empire, animated by the flatter- 
ing predi&ions of the priefts. Even tt^t 
crafty politics of Philip *, and the enthu- 
fiaftic fpirit of Alexander, called in the aid of 
infpiration, and fmoothed their way to vic- 
tory and empire, by the aufpicious com- 
munications of the gpds of .their coun- 
try V 

t * 

If Jewifh r Euophecy had .bieen intended 
folely to promote the temporal profperity 
of the Israelites, to infpire.tbem with con*> 
fidence againft the armies of the Philif- 
tines, or to eftablifh the throne of Jerufa* 
lem in the femily of DaVid, it might have 



* The f &*«•«•»£«* of the Pythian prieftefi, of which De* 
mofthenes complained, is well known. Perialla, a Pythian 
pricftefs, was deprived of her office on account of her being 
corrupted by one of the Cleomenes's* king of Sparta. 

r For proofs of the frequency of divination among the 
ancients upon fuch occafions as thole enumerated* in thisf 
paragraph, fee Cicero de Divinatione, fo€t % i,Jk. . 

bceu 
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juftly entitled * to the aflent of the ferious 
and unprejudiced enquirer, are yet ineffi- 
cient, perhaps, to remove the doubts and 
command die belief of the Sceptic : and 
they are alluded to, on the preient occa- 
fion, not as teftknonies in favour of mira- 
cles, but as proofs of the general defe& of 
fiich a fpecies of evidence in their fup- 
port. 

The nature of a prophecy, in the pecu- 
liar circumftance now under confideration, 
is dire&ly oppofite to that of a miracle. 
Time, which diminifhes the almoft irre- 
fiftible efficacy of the one, gives additional 
ftrength and authority to the other. A 
predi&ion, at the moment in which it is 
delivered, receives credit in proportion to 
the faith of the believer. But the event, 
in which a prediction is completed, is cal- 
culated to impel cpnvi&ion in all thofe, 
who can afcertain its reality by perfonal 
obfervation, and can compare it with the 
previous dcfcription of the Prophet. 



* See Dr. Shaw's Travels, p. 352. and Pocock's Travels, 
p. 148. See alfo Bifliop Clayton* Vindication of the Old 
Teftament. 

As 
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1 

As we retrace the hiftory of the divine 
government among the Jews, the higher 
we afcend, the number of predi&ions ful- 
filled becomes proportionally diminiihed. 
Prophecy has been juftly denominated a 
growing evidence. Each fuqceeding gene- 
ration accomplices particular predictions ; 
and thus, without diminilhing the force of 
thofe which preceded them, adds numbers 
and weight to the general evidence. 

To thefe obfervations it may be added/ 
that a courfe of ages, fb long as to conftitute 
a very confiderable portion of all paft time, 
has intervened between the delivery and 
the fulfilment of thofe predi&ions, which 
reipeft the prefent condition of mankind. 
Revolutions in fociety the moft ftrange and 
unexpe&ed have fince taken place; and 
confequently the exifting ftate of the king- 
doms, in which the refpe&ive completions 
occur, muft be inftantly allowed to be to- 
tally unconne&ed with that, which was 
exhibited to the view of the Prophets. The 
predictions, therefore, which are now re- 
ceiving their accomplishment, are clearly 
exempt from all fufpieion of having been 

y 2 * ' placed 
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to all thofe nations now exifting under fitch 
circumftanccs as to afford vifiblc and moft 
decifive proofs of their exa& completion, 

If he hefitates to yield implicit credit to 
the descriptions of the traveller, and is un- 
willing to repoie entire confidence except 
in objects fubmitted to the evidence of 
bis own fenfts, let him go forth, and fur- 
vey the fevcral countries, in which the ac-« « 
complifhment of thfe refpe&ive Prophecies 
is at this moment taking place. Let him 
t>egin his refearches. in the Eaft, which ha? 
been at once the favoured feat and the 
principal fubjeft of Prophecy. As lie adT 
yances on his way, let him contemplate 
the fate, of the feven cities b , which werq 
once the glory of Afia Minor, and the orna-? 
ment of the early Church of Chrift. In 
the days of the Prophet they flourished in 
nearly the fame ftate of fplendpur and of 

b for the predictions rcfpe6ting the feven Churches fee. 
Revelations i. ii. For the circumftances in their prefent 
condition illuftrative of the truth of the prediction, fee 
Smith's Sept. Afiae Ecclef. Notit. Rycaut's prefent ftate of 
the Greek Church. Wheler and Spon's Voyages. Van Eg- 
mont and Heyman's Travels. See alfo Gibbon s Hiftory of 
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, v. i. c. 15, 16. 

power. 
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power. But they now appear in the ex- 
ad: condition, to which they were refpeft- 
ively doomed. Of the five, fpecifically 
named, of which the entire fall was pre- 
dicted, the melancholy ruins will atteft and 
illuftrate the truth of the Prophet, Thya- 
tira, in which the pious Lydia refided, and 
Laodicea, the head of fixteen bifhoprics, 
are reduced to a ftate of entire defolation. 
A few miferable hamlets, the habitations 
of fhepherds* which have been ere&ed 
amidft the ruifts of temples, palaces, and 
theatres, and in which no Chriftian Church 
is eftablilked, are now the fide tefrrams of 
Pergamos, the capital of a celebrated em- 
pire, of Ephefus, one of the*€yes of Afia, 
and of Sardis, the opulent feat of the iLy- 
dian monarchs. The two remaining cities, 
the preiervatjon of which was promifed, 
ftill retain fome portion of their farmer 
magnificence. Smyrna in particular, which 
was to have .the crown of life, flourifhes 
in a very confiderable ftate of profperity : 
while in Philadelphia, which has been kept 
from the hour of temptation, the holy rites 
pf Chriftianity are pbferved under the go- 
vernment of Muflulmen, and near the 
piofques of Mahomet, 

y 4 Upoji 
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. Upon the fpot, on which Tyre was 
built, he will behold only a» ftupendous 
mafs of ruins ; and he may even mark the 
folitary fifhermen c , who in exad confirma- 
tion of the words of the Prophet, fpread 
their nets over the rocks, which were once 
covered with towers and palaces. 

From the coaft of ancient Phoenicia, let 
him dired his enquiries to the great rivers 
of Mefopotamia. On the banks of the 
Euphrates, he will be deterred from wan- 
dering over the foundation* of Babylon 
from a-juft and lively apprehenfion of the 
noxious ariimals, which inhabit the ruins. 
Near the waters of the Tigris, be may e*,- 
plqrc the ancient fituation of . Nineveh : 
but his refearches will b$ ineffedhial. No 
vcftiges of that vaft metropolis remain : its 
very ruins have perifhed ^ and the time is 
now come, in which he r^fnay alk in the 
daring and e*preffive language of the an- 
cient Prophet ; " where i$ : the dwelling of 
the lions, and the feeding place of the 
young lioi\s d r" ■ • ., • ; ? 

f Shaw's Travels, p. 530. MaundrelTs Travels, p. 48. 
■ Mnrv. v \\ % c, $? i% * 

In 
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In returning through the Holy Land, 
let him recoiled: the uncommon fruitful- 
nefs, with which it once was blefled ; and 
then contemplate its prefent extraordinary 
barrennefs. Within the region, where the 
Prophets uttered their predi&ions, let him 
recur to their precife expreffions e ; and, he 
will be convinced by the evidence of his 
own fenfes, that even the qualities of na- 
ture have been fubje&ed to alteration, in 
confirmation of the truth of Prophecy f . 

In fbme part of the Holy Land, the de- 
fendants of Rechab may be prefented to 
his obfervation. Two thoufand four hun- 
dred years have elapfed fmcje it was pro- 
mised to their pious anceftor by Jeremiah 5 , 
that there fhould not be wanting a man of 
his family to ftand before the Lord for, 
Vever.. .Amidft the moft remarkable fluc- 
tuations of human fbciety, and the ex tine- 






c Leviticus xxvi. 33. Ifaiah i. j, 8, 9* Jeremiah xii. 

jo, 11. 

» 

f "The barrennefs is fo ftriking,that Infidels have frequently 
aflerted the abfolute impoffibility of maintaining within the 
limits of the Holy Land the numerous inhabitants, wiuch 
the Old Teftament fuppdfes to Jiave been refident. 

£ Jeremiah xxxv. 18, 19, , 

tion 
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dan or extermination of all the families, 
by whom they have been furroonded, they 
have miraculoufly iiurvived h . They conti- 
nue, to the prefent time, to preferve the 
exa& ftatc, in which they were originally 
placed during the life of the Prophet ; and 
thus exhibit to the modern traveller a vHi- 
ble and unequivocal teftimony of the in-* 
Jpiration of the holy men of old. 

When he has defcended through the de- 
fert into Egypt, he will inftantly obferve 
an exact completion of the words * of Eze^~ 
kiel : he will fee that devoted country ftiH 
continuing in the wretched condition, tei 
which fhe has been doomed through more 
than two thouiand years. He will behold 
her, not exalting her head above others, o* 
ruling ever the nations, but diminished and 
fallen ; and, according to common eftima^ 
lion, the bafeft of kingdoms, fxjbmitting* 
as fhe has long Submitted, to the yoke of 
fc foreign oppreflbr. 

h Sec Brett's Narrative of the Proceedings of a great 
Council of the Jew* in the plain of Ageda in Hungary, in 

1650. 

* Ezckiel xxix. 14^ 15. xxx. 13. . 

From 
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From this fruitful, but ill-fatc4 coun* 
try, let fcim turn his attention to the de« 
fcrts, by which it is partially furrounded i 
he wiU there fee the tribes of wandering 
Arabs, preferring *t thi* .day the peculiar 
features of national ohara&er, with which, 
in the patriarchal age, it was predi&ed to 
the mother of Khmael, the founder k of 
their race, whilfe he wfts yet concealed in 
the womb, that his pofterkjy fiiould be dis- 
tinguished. Though, in conformity with 
the promife of the angql, they have been 
multiplied almoft beyontf number : yet they 
have nof adopted the cuftomary forms of 
ibciety, nor feized the favourable oppor- 
tunities, which they have enjoyed, of ad- 
vancement in civilization and refinement. 
They $re ftill wild: their hand is ftill 
againft every man, and evejy man's han4 
is againft them, 

Should he trace the Nile towards its 
fburce, and thence penetrate into the in-, 
tenor provinces of Africa, he- will find the 
inhabitants of that quarter of the globe i!uf-. 
fpring ^t this day ui}der the heavy curie 



k Qenefis xvi« io. is v ' 

de- 
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denounced againft their ancient progenitor, 
and exhibiting the precife appearance- of 
fervitude, which is defcribed in the writ- 
ings l of Mofes. The inhabitants of the 
northern coafts of Africa, in which a ipirit 
of civilization has in fome degree prevailed, 
ftill generally remain in that (late of fo- 
reign iiibje&ion, to which they were ori- 
ginally condemned by the Prophets ; while 
all the berbaroufe people of that extenfive 
quarter of the globe, from the Oiorcs of 
the Mediterranean to the extreme promon- 
tones, which project into the Southern 
Ocean, prefent to the eye an awful pic- 
ture of human nature in its bafeft and 
moft degraded ftatc. 

But it is not in fingle provinces alone 
that the traveller -may witnefs the comple- 
tion of ancient predictions. This accom- 
plifhment difplays itfelf over the whole 
globe. It will be offered to his view in 
almoft every country through which he 
may pafs. Long before the appearance of 
the divine Founder of Chriftianity upon 
earth, it was the conftant boafl of the He- 



_ ] Genefis ix. 25, 26, 2J. 
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brew Prophets, that his benevolent reli- 
gion fhould be communicated to the Gen- 
tiles, and without any violent efforts, or any 
con fider able addition of mortal aid, fhould 
eventualfy prevail among all the human 
r^ce. The Jriftorian will inform him, that 
Chriftianity was little benefited in its au- 
spicious propagation by the worldly power, 
or worldly wifdom of its moll fuccefsful 
miffionaries ; while his own eyes, where- 
ever he may dire& them, will convince 
him of the wonderful completion of the 
ancient Prophecies in the calling of the 
Gentiles, and the wide effufion of Chris- 
tianity, He will view the religion of Je- 
fus triumphant throughout all the nations 
of Europe m , the civilized parts of the im- 
menfe continent of America, and -the In- 
dian iflaiids of the Weft. Among the 
favage tribes, which occupy the woody 
and mountainous recefles of the new hemi- 
sphere, he will fee it increafing the num- 
ber of its converts, and extending its b$- 

t * . ' " 

" Its prefent apparent extinction among the rulers of 
France may fureiy be confidered as temporary, and. feems 
not to require any qualification of the aflertion, which I 
have made. ' . ft * ' 

nevolent 
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neroknt influence. He may follow' the 
miffionaries of die Gofpel to the iflands of 
die raft Southern and Pacific Ocean, to the 
findr wikk of Africa, and to the Various 
nations which hare been laid open to the 
L aow i cdge of Europeans fay their com* 
twcrcial mt a cour ie with die Eaft 

Even thofc kingdoms once bkflcd with 
C&cdEaQ6tr« si which its light has been 
b g £gg wrdaSr ofe tem ed by corruptions* ot 
teeuSr atM^dahcci h* a po fiaft, wiD exhi- 
fetft ^> Sees ^riew^ kai thefe tot cncnmftanccs. 



;* tjbec^: sgrrryyrr ia fmmr of the truth 
« dfrniae RerctuQBfi. Within die walls of 
Cooii3i3to3>?pJe. jai over the neftcin pro- 
utacts df Aaa* tbe prim ^tfl drenmftances 
» t&fr wotpfets» of the Prophecies, which 
*tfii« to the Mtfeocxtm apofiafjr, cannot 
f<rfct£$ fee cuixnKil with end precifion 
» tWt^ later hooks* T%kt occm ic d at the 




rile* *a£ vfetttog tfee eaxfr ptocreis of that 
wvcHJfertttl mtgo toa t g - Bat the accurate 
ofctener rsav copgefrrpiare the TiSblc ei- 
locts* whica rctuked cram the comple- 
tioa. He celxt tee the * run and the air of 
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the eaftem world ftill darkened with the 
fmoke, which arofe, when the bottomlefs 
pit was opened. Amidft the violent con- 
vulfions, which now agitate the kingdoms; 
of Europe* he difcerns, it may be, the aw- 
ful accomplishment of the aiicient Oracle^ 
of God. He beholds perhaps the tremen- 
dous operation of thofe means, which the 
Almighty in his wifdbm may employ in 
haftening the ruin of that Spiritual ufurpa- 
tion, of which the diftinguifhing features 
were delineated, and the certain fubverfion 
foretold : while through the ftates, in which 
its declining authority is ftill, acknowledged, 
and its fuperftitious rites continue to be 
pra£ifed, is exhibited a vifible, though 
faint reprefentation of moft of thofe enor- 
mous abufes, which were once permitted 
to threaten even the utter annihilation of 
genuine Chriftianity, and which are fy 
ftrongly pourtrayed in the energetic de- 
fcriptions of the Prophets. 

When he has obferved in the refpe&ive 
countries the accomplifliment of Tarious 
* Prophecies, let him dired; his moft fcrious 
attention to an appearance Angularly won- 
derful difplayed in all countries, and realiz- 
ing 
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ing one of the cleareft, fulleft, and moft 
extraordinary predi&ions, which divine Wif- 
dom has condescended to deliver. Let him 
examine the iituation of the Jews. We 
have already feen, that it is in its nature 
miraculous; and that the numerous and 
linking peculiarities, by which it is diftin- 
guifhed, were clearly and forcibly fore- 
told. The confirmation of thofe Prophe- 
cies in the Pentateuch, in Jeremiah, and 
in tlje Gofpels, which refete to the prefent 
condition of that unhappy people, may be 
afcertained by thfc a&ual obfervations of 
the moft common beholder in every king- 
dom of the globe. In Chriftian, in Ma- 
hometan, and in Pagan countries, the de- 
scendants of Abraham uriiverfally abound : 
and they afford almoft as^ vifible and deci- 
five a teftimony of the truth of Prophecy, as 
. the creation and the government of the 
world afford of the wifdom and power of 
God. 

Let the Sceptic contemplate with fe- 
rioufnefs and impartiality all thefe remark- 
able circumftances in the prefent condition 
of mankind, with which the defcriptions 
of the ancient Prophets thus accurately co- 
incide. 
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incide. The reality of them does not de- 
pend upon opinion, which may fluduate, 
or upon historical evidence, which mayjn- 
fidioufly be reprcfented as erroneous. They 
are objeds of fenfe : they are fads fub- 
mitted to his perfonal obfervation. They 
are considerable in number, and highly im- 
portant in their nature. • They are great 
features in the portrait of the human lace. 
It may, perhaps, be juftly afferted, that no 
period has occurred Since the inspiration of 
the firft Prophet, in which a larger portion 
of mankind, or a more extenfive range of 
territory has been employed by the Al- 
mighty in fulfilling his revealed decrees. 

When thefe considerations have been 
impreSTed upon his mind, and thefe fads 
fubmitted to his infpedion, if he ftill he- 
sitates, and is restrained by apprehensions of 
deception and impofture from yielding his 
entire aSTent, let him enquire, whether de- 
scriptive predidions of the prefent State of 
cities, kingdoms, and extenfive portions of 
mankind, either Similar, or bearing even 
the ffioft diftant refemblance, are evidently 
apparent, or can by the moft forced con- 
ftrudions be made even plauSibly to ap- 

z pear 
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pear in any other compofition of antiquity. 
The Greeks and Romans boafted of nu- 
merous Oracles, which pretended to deve- 
lope the future fortunes of individuals and- 
of ftates : many of their vaunted predic- 
tions have defcejided to thefe later times : 
but do they contain a prophetic pi&ure 
of any of the extraordinary charadteriftics, 
which diftinguilh the prefent generation ? 
Have we not feen, that not one of their 
numerous pricfts even attempted to difpel 
the gloom, by which remote events are ne- 
ceflarily concealed from mortal knowledge ? 
The moft celebrated hiftorians recorded in- 
numerable prophecies, in which the paf- 
fions of a fuperftitious people were pecu- 
liarly interefted : but do the annals of He* 
rodotus and Livy contain even the flight- 
eft marks of any prefcience refpe&ing the 
prefent condition of the human race ? Do 
they in a fingle inftance afford a proof of 
the acquaintance t)f their refpe&ive authors 
with the condition of any part of mankind 
in thefe later ages? The ancient poets fre- 
quently broke forth in bold fallies of imagi- 
nation : the an.cient philofophers frequently 
indulged themfelves in unreftrained fpecu- 
lations upon the poflible combinations of 

human 
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hum^n fociety. But where is the philofb- 
pher, and where is the poet, in whpfe wild- 
eft Yallies, or moft licentious Speculations, 
even a Single clear and circumftantial de- 
scription can be found applicable to the con- 
dition of any one part of the modern world ? 

From thefe observations it appears, that 
the prefcience of fuch numerous and im- 
portant characteristics of the prefent ftate 
of mankind is at once Striking and unpa- 
ralleled. The fafts, by which it is illus- 
trated and confirmed, being placed 'within 
our per/bnal observation, are Submitted to 
the evidence of our own fenfes. They 
are indeed of the nature of a miracle ; 
and are admirably adapted to produce the 
fame unalterable convi&ion of the inter- 
ference of a Supernatural' Power, as would 
immediately refult from a viSible StiSpen- 
Siori of the regular order of the univerSe. - 

I have now proceeded through the Seve- 
ral parts of the Subjed:, which it has been 
my object in thefe Le&ures to investigate. 
Through the whole of the diScuffion, I have 
cautioufly endeavoured to reftraiji myfelf 
from indulging in hazardous conjedures. It 

z z has 
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has been my fincere and earneft defire to 
bring forward a feries of fuch fads, and of 
iuch obfervations grounded upon Jads, as 
appear peculiarly calculated to convince the 
ferious and impartial enquirers of the di- 
vine origin of one of the principal evi- 
dences, by which our holy Religion is con- 
firmed. 



> -When N the followers of Chrift are re- 
quired to affign a reafonable caufe for their 
belief in the infpiration of the Prophets, 
they wHl not, it is prefumed, appear either 
precipitate or injudicious in their decifion, 
if they reply in the following terms. Be- 
ing convinced of the public appearance of 
the feveral parts of the iacred Volume prior 
to the refpe&ive occurrences illuftrative of 
the predi<Sions, and perceiving an exa# and 
ftriking coincidence between the prophecies 
and thq events in which- they ^rere com- 
pleted, we felt an earneft defire of know- 
ing, whether this coincidence might not 
* be the effe& of impofture, of human faga- 
city, of enthufiafm, or of chance. Profe- 
cutitig our refearches for this purpofe, we 
have difcovered, that the Prophets revealed 
events of the moft diftant times, that they 

frc- 
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frequently defcribed the minute circuta* 
fiances attending thofe events, that fome 
of the peculiarities predicted were unex- 
ampled in the age of the Prophets, and 
that the predictions thus circumftantially 
detailed were very numerous: — that the 
occurrences foretold were often in thtT 
higheft degree extraordinary qr improbable, 
and fbmetimes cvtn diredly oppofite to 
thofe, which, to a mere human fpeculator, 
mull have appeared likely to take place ; — 1 
that the fubje&s of the predi&ions were 
frequently hoftile, and fometimes inevitably 
ruinous to the worldly interefts of the Pro- 
phets; and, therefore, fuch as it is not 
conceivable that an impoftor would have* 
fcle&ed : — that the diftinguifhing charac- 
teriffics of the Prophets and of their pre- 
di&ions, are peculiarly adapted to the de- 
fign, for which Prophecy uniformly pro- 
fefled to have been given; and that the 
Prophets, if uninfpired, appear to have 
been morally incapable of perfevering un- 
interruptedly through fo long a period, in 
the profecution of fo complicated a defign, 
and of maintaining, with fuch nicety of 
difcrimination, the propriety of the feveral 
parts : — that the condud of the. Prophets, 

as 
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as recorded in the Old Teftament, is inex- 
plicable upon any principles of human po- 
licy , and can only be reasonably accounted 
for upon the prefumption of a divine agen- 
cy : — that the means, which they em- 
ployed, and the fublime obje&, which they 
purfued, together with the circumftances 
attending the opening and the final clofe of 
their fuppofed intercourle with the Deity, 
are peculiarly calculated to flrengthen and 
confirm us in our belief of their real infpi- 
ration :— and, laftly, that in calling our eyes 
Over the feveral parts of the human .race, 
we difcover the exa6fc completion of many 
clear and important predictions, in the pre- 
sent condition of a great portion of the in- 
habitants of the globe. We confider all 
thefe circumftances taken colle&ively as 
exhibiting an accumulation of evidence, 
which amounts to a moral certainty ; we 
*re utterly unable to refufe it our unequi- 
vocal and ablblute aflent ; and we there- 
fore acknowledge the divine infpiration of 
the facred Prophets. 

• ■ 

V 

When, in addition to thefe confidera- 
tions, we reflect, that the foreknowledge of 
events, w r hich depend upon the will of free 

agents 
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agents not yet in exiftence, evidently ex- 
ceeds the. powers of any finite being, whe- 
ther angel or evil demon; that it is as 
manifeft a difplay of fupreme perfe&ion as 
tjie creation and prefervation of the uni- 
yerfe ; and that it can only be imparted to 
man by revelation from God hiipfelf, we 
feel ourfelves moft forcibly compelled to 
believe, that the wonderful foreknowledge, 
which is difcovered in the facred Writings, 
proceeded from the high and holy mini- 
fters, whom he, in his wifdom, infpired. 

There is not a fubjeft in theology more 
capable of imparting pleafure in the profe- 
cution than that, which we have been in- 
vited to purfue in the courfe of thefe Lee- 
tures. It carries us back into paft ages, 
and interefts us in the moft important 
tranfa&ions, which are recorded in the his- 
tory of the human race. By the abfolute 
certainty, which it affords of the interpofi- 
tion of the fupreme Being in the affairs of 
the world, it is calculated to fill the mind 

» 

with aftonifhment, and a kind of facred 
delight. And when, in addition to thefe 
powerful cbnfiderations, we refled:, that it 
is one of the moft effe&ual means of bring- 
ing the creature to a more perfect know- 
ledge 
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ledge of the Creator, and of ftrengthening 
die confidence of mankind in divine reve- 
lation, we need not hefitate to pronounce 
it the moil intcrefting and the moft mo- 
mentous, which can occupy the attention 
of a being, endued, like man, with rcaibn> 
and formed for immortal life. 

V 

« 

It has been aflerted by the philofbphic 
Infidel, that if the Almighty had really dif- 
clofed his will to mankind, the revelation 
would hare been written in the heavens. 
Such is the contra&ed wifdom of the hu- 
man mind. But that exalted Being, who 
only knoweth what is good for his crea- 
tures, in order to aflift the imperfe&ion of 
our nature, has given us a Revelation, not, 
like the affe&ions, inftin&ively rifing in the 
foul, not, like the great obje&s of creation, 
fpontaneoufly expofed every moment to 
the fenfes, but dependent upon the exercife 
of our understanding, and Supplying frefh 
means of conviction at every repetition of 
our enquiries. He forefaw, that even his 
diviheft gift to man, if prefenting it/elf to 
his infant faculties, and perpetually felf ap- 
parent through his whole exiftence, might 
lofe a confiderable part of its poffible in- 
fluence over his heart, and fall into negled: 



I 
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or difufe. But that truth, which the di- 
ligence of men. alone can fully difcover, 
and which difplays more vifible marks of 
its divine origin at every renewal , of their 
refearches, is peculiarly adapted to operate 
effectually upon the understanding, to pro- 
duce a continued affent to its dictates, and 
finally to acquire an abfolute dominion over 
the heart. Of all the evidences, by which 
Christianity is fupported, that of Prophe- 
cy moft abundantly poSTeSTes this quality. 
When we have entered upon our exami- 
nation of this evidence, the exalted cha- 
racter of our Religion begins to brighten 
on the view ; continually Shines forth with 
frefh acquisitions of luftre ; and at length 
appears in all the glow and Splendour of 
its divine nature. For when we thus be- 
bxAd, in multiplied instances, a clear and 
ample difplay of that stupendous foreknow- 
ledge, which can only be poSTeSTed by the 
great Maker and Ruler of the univerfej the 
4:ruth of Revelation does in reality appear 
as manifeSt and Striking, as if it were in- 
scribed in characters of -light on the wide 
<expanfe of Heaven. 

F J N I ft. 
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